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SCA Public Issues Committee Minutes
April 14, 2010 – 7:00 PM Renton City Hall

	
	· Welcome, Roll Call and Introduction of Guests

PIC Chair, Linda Kochmar, called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm.  25 cities were represented (Attachment 1 to these minutes).  Guests included Carrie Cihak, Bob Roegner, Ken Nakatsu, Angela Kolczynski and De’Sean Quinn from King County; Dennis Worsham from Public Health and Maria Wood from the Board of Health.


	MSP


	· Approval of Minutes
To approve the minutes of the March 10, 2010 PIC meeting. 



	MSP

MSP
MSP

	· Action Items

1. Recommendation regarding Flood Control District’s proposed 2010 Budget Reallocation 
First heard at the March 10, 2010 PIC meeting the original motion was corrected to address scrivener’s errors.  Glenn Rogers, a member of the King County Flood Control District SCA caucus recommended PIC forward this motion to the Board for adoption. 
To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA support the King County Flood Control District’s proposed 2010 Budget Reallocation with concern that the reallocation will cause the fund balance at the end of the 6-year window to be reduced to $1M and will no longer meet the $2.5M Emergency Reserve Target for 2015. 
2. Recommendation regarding MIDD strategy for the establishment of Crisis Diversion Service 
At the March 10, 2010 PIC meeting Dwight Thompson introduced a motion regarding the MIDD strategy for the establishment of the Crisis Diversion Service which included language regarding siting a facility in south King County.  That motion was discussed and moved forward to the April meeting pending recommended revisions regarding site location from the MIDD workgroup.  Deadlines at MIDD prompted keeping the motion moving.  Jim Haggerton explained that since that time, there have been new developments in the discussions and RPC has been given more time to work on the strategy.  Attachment 2 to these minutes shows the MIDD workgroup’s revisions to the original motion.
To table the MIDD strategy issue to the next meeting of the PIC.
3. Recommendation regarding revisions to the Countywide Planning Policies

First heard at the February 10, 2010 PIC meeting, at which time the motion was moved forward for potential action in March.  Revisions were considered at the March 10 meeting of PIC but the motion was tabled to allow time for the GMPC caucus to revise the language, taking into consideration suggestions from PIC to better support the needs of suburban cities.  A substitute motion reflecting the work of the SCA GMPC Caucus was proposed.  Layne Barnes, acting on behalf of the Maple Valley City Council, proposed two amendments to the substitute motion.  Both failed to gain support. 
Bob Sternoff explained that with the timing of the discussions at GMPC, a clear direction for the GMPC caucus is needed.  Attachment 3 to these minutes reflects the strike-out version of this motion. 

To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA support revisions to Countywide Planning Policies which are intended to clarify and strengthen the link between current ridership demand, growth management objectives, and provision of transit services, specifically through policies that:

· Ensure that all communities in urban King County will be provided with at least a basic level of transit service;

· Provide additional transit service to areas where existing land uses and densities support demand for transit, including areas throughout the county where substantial growth has occurred in recent years;

· Provide additional transit service to areas where plans call for future growth in housing and jobs at densities that will support future transit ridership;

· Strive to meet the mobility needs of transit-dependent populations throughout the county;

· And recognize the need to be flexible in determining transit allocations to include consideration of a range of factors.



	MSP

	· Presentations/Updates

1. Regional Transit Task Force (RTTF)


Chris Eggen explained that he is one of the six elected officials appointed to RTTF.  The suburban cities are represented by Chris from Shoreline, Suzette Cooke from Kent, Fred Butler from Issaquah and Noel Gerken from Maple Valley.  The appointments are based on County-defined sub-areas.  The four representatives will not function as an SCA caucus but will report back to PIC regularly.  He presented draft Transit Guiding Principles based on the Regional Transit Task Force Scope of Work.  
To bring back as early as the next meeting of the PIC, the recommendation that the SCA Board of Directors adopt the following Regional Transit Task Force Guiding Principles: 
SCA Guiding Principles for King County Transit Services

The primary objective of the King County Regional Transit Task Force is to recommend to the King County Executive and County Council a policy framework that reflects the prioritization of key system design factors and to make recommendations about transit system design and function.  These frameworks will be derived from an exploration of the transit system and its integration with the region’s public transportation and overall transportation system.  

The following proposed draft guiding principles are organized in accordance with the policy framework and transit system design factors called out in the Regional Task Force Scope of Work. 

Concurrence with, or Proposed Changes to, the Vision and Mission of King County Metro

SCA concurs with the current Metro mission statement to: “Provide the best possible public transit services that get people on the bus and improve regional mobility and quality of life in King County.”

Criteria for Systematically Growing the Transit System to Achieve the Vision

Social Equity and Environmental Justice
Metro should provide services and facilities that benefit all socioeconomic groups. Metro should take measures to ensure that the environmental impacts of its services and facilities do not disproportionately negatively impact any socioeconomic group.  

In particular, Metro should provide access to transit services to transit-dependent populations, such as low-income households, the elderly, disabled, and other households without personal automobiles.

Geographic Equity

Metro should strive for an equitable distribution of transit service throughout the county, with consideration for locations of actual population and employment growth, planned population and employment growth, transit-supportive land uses, and locations of revenue generation.

Metro should strive to balance county-wide coverage and access to transit in all communities in King County with providing more intensive services to areas of the county with higher demonstrated transit ridership demand.

In striving for geographic equity, Metro should take into consideration investments from all sources -- including Metro ferries, van pools, street cars, and trolleys, Sound Transit, private transit service, and any other transit services provided within King County. 

Land Use

Transit service should serve existing land uses and support countywide growth management objectives.

New transit service should be prioritized to locations where existing uses and recent growth have resulted in demand for transit, particularly suburban locations, that have seen the majority of the county’s growth in the past 20 years. Special consideration should be given to areas of the county that lack any transit service or have low levels of service relative to service demand.

Transit service should support the regional growth strategy and adopted countywide growth targets, which call for the majority of new growth to occur in communities with urban centers, including both Seattle and many suburban cities, as well as substantial growth in smaller and more outlying communities. Transit service should support local plans that call for a mix and density of residential and commercial uses that promote transit ridership.

Financial Sustainability

Current sources of transit funding are insufficient and unreliable.  Additional funding and funding tools that would provide predictable, sustainable revenues for transit will be needed.   

Additional local funding options should be evaluated for areas desiring additional service levels.

Metro should develop a system to monitor its financial stability on an ongoing basis and publish data on operating revenues and capital and operating costs in a timely manner.
Economic Development
Recognizing that convenient access to transit can spur economic development, transit facilities should be located in areas where local land use plans and zoning support economic development. Growth in the transit system should improve commuter access to key employment centers.

Productivity and Efficiency

See guiding principles for productivity and efficiency under Strategies for Increasing the Efficiency of King County Metro below.

State and Federal Legislative Agenda Issues to Achieve the Vision

Additional funding and funding tools that would provide sustainable revenues for transit will be needed.   
Strategies for Increasing the Efficiency of King County Metro

To minimize the potential for reductions in transit service, Metro should continue to take measures to increase its efficiency and reduce operating costs. These include the measures recommended in the 2009 Transit Performance Audit, as well as any measures recommended in the 2010 audit of Metro’s bus procurement program.

Metro should strive to reduce duplication of service with Sound Transit and other providers.

Metro should strive to maximize ridership while at the same time recognizing that growth in ridership is a gradual process that requires safe, frequent, and reliable service and time to develop, particularly in newly urbanizing locations of the county.

Criteria for Systematically Reducing the Transit System should Revenues not be Available to Sustain It

Reductions in the transit system should not be considered until Metro has implemented all feasible measures to increase its productivity and efficiency (see above).

Any system-wide reduction in transit service due to insufficient operating revenues shall strive to maintain a minimum level of transit service, transit security, and customer service in all geographic areas of the county, and to preserve the voter-approved Transit Now programs within the collection of Transit Now revenues.

Reductions must be in proportion to each subarea’s share of the total service investment, at each major service change, tailored to the needs of each sub-area, including the need to serve transit-dependent populations and implemented within each subarea in communication and consultation with appropriate King County Subarea Boards.
Staff note:  Following is the link to the web page for the Regional Transit Task Force.  There you will find all of the materials that were provided to the task force members on March 30 and new additions can be expected for each future meeting.  http://www.kingcounty.gov/transportation/TransitTaskForce/Documents.aspx 
2. Animal Control (RPC)
Pete Lewis explained that the SCA RPC caucus asked that Animal Control Services be brought to RPC.  The pricing and estimated costs to the cities for participation in the County program were released last week at the City Managers/ Administrators’ meeting.  Cities were asked to look at the program and respond to the County by April 30, if possible.  The deadline for opting in or out is June 30.  Pete covered a list of unanswered questions from the prior discussions at the RPC and the City Managers’ meetings.  He introduced Carrie Cihak from King County, who fielded questions and handed out the current estimated costs, maps of the proposed sub-areas and information from the work group.  She can be reached at 206-263-9364 or carrie.cihak@kingcounty.gov.  Pete stressed that each city should make a choice, and stay in contact with neighboring cities regarding their decisions.  
3. Board of Health Update (BoH)
Ava Frisinger reported: At the January 21, 2010 Board of Health meeting, Rule and Regulation BOH09-07, which regulates several categories of animal-related business, was passed with an amendment that exempted feed stores from the regulation.  Public Health was directed to gather additional feedback from stakeholders in the agricultural community and to report back at a future meeting.  At the March 18 meeting, a new regulation was brought forward that addressed several but not all of the concerns of stakeholders.  Of note, in the new regulation the definition of “pet” no longer includes poultry and feed stores are not exempted from regulation.  The King County Agriculture Commission sent correspondence declaring opposition to many elements of the regulation, while the Washington State Department of Agriculture sent a letter in support of it.  The regulation was adopted with one no vote.
4. Federal Grants to fight obesity, tobacco (BoH)
Ava Frisinger reported:  Dr. Jim Krieger, Chief of the Chronic Disease and Injury Prevention section at Public Health, provided an overview of healthy eating and active living.  On average King County residents are pretty healthy, but there are certain populations that carry a higher burden of health risks.  Public Health is targeting these populations in their communities for special attention.  

In 2010, along with tobacco, healthy eating/active living (HEAL) is one of two special focus areas the Board of Health will explore for policy opportunities, with the goal of helping King County residents be healthier.  The Board of Health is forming two ad hoc committees this year, and Mayor Hutchinson will be serving on the tobacco prevention and control group, while Mayor Frisinger will be on the healthy eating/active living group.  

This ad hoc work will tie in well with a very large grant that Public Health received recently.  $25.5 million will come to King County to combat obesity and decrease tobacco use.  Most of this money will be passed through to the communities for projects at the local level, at least 50% which will be spent on communities and populations with the worst health outcomes.  Dennis Worsham from Seattle/King County Public Health offered a handout with more information on the grant.  Contact Dennis at dennis.worsham@kingcounty.gov for copies.
5. Mercury Reduction and Medicine Return: State Legislative Updates (SWAC)
Joan McGilton reported on two bills addressed by the State Legislature:
MERCURY REDUCTION – ESSB 5543 – Passed by Legislature and awaiting Governor’s signature. The bill will create a product stewardship program for mercury-containing lights including compact fluorescent lights (CFL) and fluorescent tube lights. Funded by producers of such products, the program will be in operation by early 2013 and will include allowances for residential curbside pickup, mail-back programs with containers to prevent accidental mercury release and other collection methods. 

MEDICINE RETURN – 2SSB 5279 and 2SHB 1165 – Neither bill passed. Unwanted or outdated drugs would be returned to designated facilities instead of being disposed of in solid waste systems or sewage systems or becoming part of the growing problem of illicit prescription-drug abuse. Both bills failed to make it out of their respective houses of origin.

6. Housing Trust Fund Status/Federal Block Grant Fund (JRC)
Ava Frisinger updated the PIC on 2010 and 2011 funding.   The North/East sub-region has approximately $559,627 in 2010 funds and the South sub-region has approximately $740,000 available.

Approximately $1.3 million in Community Development Block Grant funds will be available for capital projects in 2011. The funds may be used for acquisition, construction or rehabilitation of community facilities, public improvements, parks or other activities determined eligible per HUD regulations.

Applicants were required to submit a Pre-Application (due April 9, 2010) prior to submitting the final formal application due on May 21, 2010.



	
	· Reports
1. Small Cities Sub-Committee Report
Henry Sladek reported that the speaker at the Small Cites Sub-Committee was Jerry Handfield, WA State Archivist who discussed records retention, requests and the move to digital archives.  His information was interesting and useful.  Mr. Handfield is willing to come to cities to discuss their individual concerns.
2. Executive Director’s Report 
· Subarea Allocation Policy
Karen Goroski called attention to the background paper on King County Metro Transit Subarea Allocation Policy, prepared by Peggy Papsdorf, SCA Policy Analyst, with the assistance of Monica Whitman of Kent and Michael Hubner of SCA.  Don Gerend complimented the report.
She acknowledged the intense work of the SCA members’ caucus serving on the PSRC Executive Board and the Transportation Policy Board.  By working together, sitting as one block at the Executive Board and working from guiding principles, the caucus was effective in defeating some last-minute proposals that would not have been to the benefit of the region as a whole.  

Karen reminded the PIC that this worked well because both the voting members and alternates participated in the caucus meeting prior to the Executive Board meeting.  The alternates may not have a vote, but they have a voice.  It was an amazing show of strength and cooperation.  In every caucus meeting, the actions of the caucus are orchestrated for the meeting.  It is important that all members attend and participate.
· Transportation 2040

Don Gerend was applauded for his work in setting up the work group.  Don reminded everyone that the Transportation 2040 will be considered at the PSRC General Assembly next month.


	
	· For the Good of the Order
1. Allan Van Ness, a member of the Radio Executive Policy Committee (REPC), explained that as Ron Sims left the County and a new Executive was elected, the committee languished.  Last week, Dow Constantine called the first meeting in nearly a year.  A contract was awarded to Federal Engineering to serve as a consultant to the eight organizations involved in the upgrade of the regional radio system.  The outdated system provides communication with regional city and county public safety personnel, and includes Boeing, Port of Seattle and others.  Dwight Dively is chairing a committee to look into funding for the actual system. 
2. Next PIC meeting May 12, 2010 – 7:00 PM
Small Cities Subcommittee meeting – 6:00PM (Small Town Police & Fire Authorities-Big Town Challenges, Chief Ed Holmes, Mercer Island Police Dept)

3. May 19, 2010 Networking Dinner with Seattle Mayor Mike McGinn

	
	· Adjourn 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:37 pm.  


BoH – Board of Health

CEH – Committee to End Homelessness in King County

CPPs – Countywide Planning Policies

EDDBD – PSRC’s Economic Development District Board

GMPB – PSRC’s Growth Management Policy Board

GMPC – Growth Management Policy Committee

KCD – King Conservation District

KCPEC- King County Project Evaluation Committee 

FCDAC – Flood Control District Advisory Committee

LHWMP – Local Hazardous Waste Management Program

MIDD – Mental Illness and Drug Dependency Plan

PIC – Public Issues Committee

PSRC – Puget Sound Regional Council

REPC – Radio Executive Policy Committee

RPEC – PSRC Regional Project Evaluation Committee

RLSJ – Regional Law Safety and Justice Committee

RTC – Regional Transit Committee

RTTF – Regional Transit Task Force

RWQC – Regional Water Quality Committee

SCA – Suburban Cities Association

SWAC – Solid Waste Advisory Committee
TPB – PSRC’s Transportation Policy Board

WRIA – Water Resource Inventory Area (often called Watershed Resource Inventory Area)

Attachment 1 to the April 14, 2010 PIC Minutes

2010 Roll Call –Public Issues Meeting April 14, 2010
	City
	Representative
	Alternate
	Other
	Staff

	Algona
	Dave Hill
	Lynda Osborn
	
	

	Auburn
	Pete Lewis
	Sue Singer
	
	

	Beaux Arts
	Richard Leider
	
	
	

	Black Diamond
	Rebecca Olness
	Bill Boston
	
	

	Bothell
	Tom Agnew
	Tris Samberg
	
	

	Burien
	Kathy Keene
	Brian Bennett
	Joan McGilton
	

	Clyde Hill
	Barre Seibert
	George Martin
	
	

	Covington
	Marlla Mhoon
	Mark Lanza
	Wayne Snoey
	

	Des Moines
	Matt Pina
	
	
	

	Duvall
	Amy Ockerlander
	Will Ibershof
	
	

	Enumclaw
	Liz Reynolds
	
	
	

	Federal Way
	Linda Kochmar
	Jeanne Burbidge
	
	

	Hunts Point
	Fred McConkey
	
	
	

	Issaquah
	Eileen Barber
	Ava Frisinger
	
	

	Kenmore
	David Baker
	Allan Van Ness
	
	

	Kent
	Debbie Raplee
	Suzette Cooke
	
	

	Kirkland
	Amy Walen
	Bob Sternoff
	
	

	Lake Forest Pk
	Sandy Koppenol
	Dave Hutchinson
	
	David Cline

	Maple Valley
	Layne Barnes
	Erin Weaver
	
	

	Mercer Island
	Bruce Bassett
	Mike Cero
	
	

	Milton
	Katrina Asay
	Bryan Ott
	
	

	Newcastle
	Sonny Putter
	Lisa Jensen
	
	

	Normandy Pk
	Shawn McEvoy
	Doug Osterman
	
	

	North Bend
	Ross Loudenback
	Ken Hearing
	
	

	Pacific
	John Jones
	Rich Hildreth
	
	

	Redmond
	Hank Margeson
	Richard Cole
	
	

	Renton
	King Parker
	Denis Law
	
	

	Sammamish
	Nancy Whitten
	Tom Odell
	Don Gerend
	

	SeaTac
	Mia Gregerson
	Tony Anderson
	
	

	Shoreline
	Shari Tracey
	Will Hall
	Chris Eggen
	Scott MacColl

	Skykomish
	Henry Sladek
	
	
	

	Snoqualmie
	Matt Larson
	Kingston Wall
	
	

	Tukwila
	Jim Haggerton
	Kathy Hougardy
	
	

	Woodinville
	Bernie Talmas
	Scott Hageman
	
	

	SCA
	
	
	
	Karen Goroski

Michael Hubner

Peggy Papsdorf
Alice Neiffer


Electeds present are highlighted in gray.  Cities represented are bolded
Attachment 2 to the April 14, 2010 PIC Minutes

“To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that the Suburban Cities Association (SCA) strongly support the goals of the Mental Illness and Drug Dependency Oversight Committee in addressing issues of mental illness and chemical dependency within King County and that SCA support  the MIDD strategy for the establishment of a Crisis Diversion Services with the bundled mental health 
services to include:

One (1) Crisis Diversion Facility (CDF):  The CDF will have a capacity of 16 beds and be licensed by the Department of Health as a Residential Treatment Facility.  The mental health and chemical dependence treatment services will be certified by the DSHS, Mental Health Division as an Adult Residential Treatment Facility.

One (1) Crisis Diversion Interim Services (CDIS):  This facility will preferably be co-located with or readily accessible to the CDF and have a capacity of at least 20 beds.  The CDIS will function as a respite service for people who are homeless or whose immediate needs may take longer to resolve after the initial crisis has dissipated.

One (1) Mobile Crisis Team:  A team of at least two Licensed Mental Health Professionals (MHP) available 24/7 with the capacity to conduct outreach visits to the community to assist people in behavioral crisis. 

These services, funded by MIDD, will significantly enhance the ability of SCA Cities’ law enforcement to divert offenders away from costly jail detention and mental health services in the jail.

 SCA supports locating a Crisis Diversion Facility (CDF) and a Crisis Diversion Interim Services (CDIS) facility in a location that is easily accessible (including south Seattle), by all SCA member cities.  SCA believes that the siting process developed by the MIDD should be respectful of the needs and zoning of individual cities and should be in partnership with cities that may wish to house these much needed facilities.  Additionally, SCA requests that the MIDD ensure that adequate mitigation funding be provided to address negative impacts  created for the city or cities in which these facilities are sited
Attachment 3 to the April 14, 2010 PIC Minutes

Motion on the County-wide Planning Policies
Re: Transit Services (GMPC)
Proposed by the SCA/GMPC caucus as amended in response to the discussion on this topic a the March 10, 2010 PIC meeting
To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA support revisions to Countywide Planning Policies FW-18, FW-19, and T-14 which are intended to clarify and strengthen the link between current ridership demand, growth management objectives, and provision of transit services, specifically through accomplish the following policies that:

· Address more directly the link between transit and land use

· Ensure that all communities in urban King County will be provided with at least a basic level of transit service;
· Make a clear statement that transit will be provided based on measures of land use and growth that creates demand for transit

· Establish as a first priority, pProvideing additional transit service to areas where existing land uses and densities support demand for transit, including areas throughout the county where substantial growth has occurred  in recent years, create demand for transit
· Establish as a second priority, pProvideing additional transit service to areas where plans call for future growth in housing and jobs at densities that will support future transit ridership;
· Recognize density as a factor in determining where transit is needed

· Recognize, as an overarching priority, Strive to meeting the mobility needs of transit-dependent populations throughout the county;
· And recognize the need to be flexible in determining transit allocations to include consideration of a range of factors.
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