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SCA Public Issues Committee Minutes
June 10, 2009– 7:00PM Renton City Hall

Approved July 8, 2009
	
	· Welcome, Roll Call and Introduction of Guests

PIC Chair, Linda Kochmar, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  27 cities were represented.  (Attachment 1 to these minutes)  Guests were welcomed and included:  Jason Chambers, KCD; Marty Wine and Chip Vincent, Renton; Lisa Clausen, Burien; Scott MacColl, Shoreline; Margaret Shield and Jay Watson, Local Hazardous Waste. 


	MSP


	· Approval of Minutes
To approve the minutes of the May 13, 2009 PIC meeting. 



	
	· Update on Transit Service Hours

As a point of privilege, the Chair moved this item from the report section to provide background for the first Potential Action Item.  
Sabrina Kang gave an overview of the complicated moving parts involved in the history of the potential reductions in transit service hours and the guiding principles requested by the SCA/RTC caucus to apply to Metro’s proposals.  Karen shared information from the most recent meeting of the MKCC Inter-branch Work Group.  These discussions emphasize the need for guiding principles for the SCA representatives to RTC.  The caucus has worked through the issues and developed the principles.


	MSP
MSP

MSP
	· Potential Action Items

1. Guiding Principles for addressing the potential reduction in transit service hours
First heard at the April 8, 2009 PIC meeting as a part of the presentation made by David Baker reporting on the SCA/RTC request for guiding principles as they deal with the complex and constantly changing plans for reduction in transit service hours.  Amendments were made to the proposed principles which were forwarded to the May 13th PIC meeting for discussion.  At that meeting further amendments were made and the list was forwarded to the June meeting for possible action.  
To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA support the following guiding principles for addressing the potential reduction in transit service hours consistent with SCA’s policy position on service reductions:

Any reduction in service must adhere to Metro's Six Year Transit Development Plan Strategy IM-3:  Any system wide reduction in service investment shall be distributed among the subareas in proportion to each subarea’s share of the total service investment.  (Recommended to the SCA Board of Directors and adopted on April 15, 2009)

Guiding Principles for Reducing Metro Transit Service Hours

·   Any reduction in service should strive to maintain at least a minimum level of transit service, providing transit access to all geographic areas of the county. 

·   Any reduction in service must be implemented within each subarea in communication and consultation with appropriate King County Subarea Boards.

·   There should be an effort to preserve the voter-approved Transit Now programs to the fullest extent possible within the collection of Transit Now revenues.

·   When making system wide reductions in service, any reductions shall be in proportion to each subarea’s share of the total service investment, at each major service change.
·   Any reduction in service should provide better coordination to avoid duplication in service between Sound Transit and Metro where feasible.

·   Any reduction in service should tailor the type of service and service levels to the needs of each sub-area
The motion passed with 26 yes and one no vote.  Karen reminded the PIC that the Board may exercise its right to modify the wording.
2. Restoration of transit service hours
Sonny Putter explained that the consideration of this proposed policy is premature.  Reduction in transit services will not be implemented until after the elections and most likely not until June 2010.  Taking action now will distract from the guiding principles we just adopted.
To table the following motion indefinitely:  To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA support the restoration of transit service hours concurrently to each subarea in proportion to the existing 40-40-20 policy.
3. Growth target GMPC deliberations
To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA adopt the following guiding principles for the caucus to use in upcoming GMPC deliberations on growth targets:
Consistent with a 2006 SCA position on the Vision 2040 Preferred Growth Alternative, the following principles should guide the Growth Management Planning Council in allocating housing and job growth targets to cities and unincorporated areas in King County:
· Guidance from Vision 2040. Growth targets should be guided by Vision 2040 including Multicounty Planning Policies, as adopted by PSRC General Assembly in 2008. Targets should achieve reasonable progress toward the pattern of growth called for in the Regional Growth Strategy, while also reflecting other factors relevant to sound growth management planning in the county and region.

· Consistency with CPPs. Growth targets should be supported by King County Countywide Planning Policies, to include any new amendments to the CPPs, along with existing policies that call for 1) focusing growth in the UGA, within cities, and within Urban Centers, 2) protecting rural and resource lands, and 3) achieving a land use pattern that is efficient to serve with existing and new infrastructure and services, especially transit.

· “Fair share” allocation of growth. Planning for future population, housing, and economic development is a collective responsibility of cities and counties throughout the 4-county metropolitan area. All jurisdictions will strive to accommodate in their 20-year targets a “fair share” of growth forecasted for King County, consistent with countywide and regional policies and plans.

· Land use – infrastructure connection. Updated growth targets along with any CPP updates adopted in response to Vision 2040, should improve linkages between new development and provision of adequate infrastructure and services. Targets should focus growth in locations that are served by existing or planned infrastructure, especially utilities such as water and sewer, and fixed transportation facilities, such as major roadways and high capacity transit. Where appropriate, CPPs should direct urban services to areas with existing and targeted demand for those services.

· Transportation funding. The ability of cities to achieve and accommodate targeted growth will be dependent on adequate transportation funding at all levels of government within the region.

· Local growth prospects. All cities that have planned for, provided capital facilities for, or are otherwise anticipating significant future urban growth, should receive an appropriate share of the county’s new housing and jobs. Growth targets should support the long-term financial sustainability of cities, including economic development in smaller cities to maintain a tax base sufficient to fund local urban services.

· Jobs-housing balance. Growth targets should improve the balance of jobs and housing located in proximity to each other within the region and county.

· Reality check on targets. Growth targets should be realistic and achievable. In planning for an appropriate amount and desired pattern of growth over the next 20-year GMA period, the GMPC should balance long-range policy goals contained in the MPPs and CPPs with the latest data on the regional economy, recent and anticipated growth trends, buildable lands, and market potential.

· Appropriate role for PAAs. Potential Annexation Areas should receive targets consistent with their status as locations for urban growth with annexation to cities anticipated within the 20-year planning period. Planning for targeted growth within PAAs should be consistent with existing SCA policy positions on annexation.

· Local factors. Allocation of growth targets to individual cities should reflect differences among local communities, to include: location with respect to major fixed infrastructure and job concentrations, existing character and land uses, levels of urban service, historical growth trends, and constraints and opportunities for land development. 


	
	· Presentations/Updates

1. Update on Reduction of Transit Service Hours
This update and discussion was heard before the Action Items on the agenda.
2. Mental Illness & Drug Dependency (MIDD Annual Report/ MIDD IMplenentation Plan Amendment (RPC)
Sonny Putter said that at today’s RPC meeting the RPC forwarded on to the King County Council 1) a recommendation that the Council accept the Mental Illness and Drub Dependency (MIDD) annual report for 2008 and 2) recommend that the Council adopt a proposed amendment to the MIDD Implementation Plan that would provide a process for considering new MIDD strategies and expansion of the Mental Health Court and related services countywide to qualifying City misdemeanor offenders. 
The MIDD Oversight Committee proposes that the King County District Court expand its current Mental Health Court (MHC) and make it available to any misdemeanor offender in King County who is mentally ill, regardless of where the offense is committed.  In summary:

· A misdemeanor case originating in a municipality in King County could be referred by the respective municipal prosecutor to the King County Prosecuting Attorney for a direct filing of the case into the District Mental Health Court. (This would effectively transfer the responsibility and cost of prosecuting and treating the offender from the original city to King County.)

· The referral could take place before charges are filed, or later in the proceedings but prior to disposition, whenever it is determined that the individual’s mental illness makes the Mental Health Court the best place for the individual to be served. 
· This strategy, along with that of maintaining or increasing the Mental Health Court’s capacity to serve the “felony drop down” population, would create regional mental health court without borders.  
· The strategy also includes expansion for the City of Seattle Mental Health Court and City of Auburn Mental Health Court.

· The first two locations for expansion of the King County Mental Health Court are expected to be in King County District Court facilities in east and south King County.

3. Mental Health Court Without Borders (RLSJC)
Dave Asher explained that the County no longer houses misdemeanants and the full cost falls back on the cities.  Many of the misdemeanants are mental health or drug dependant cases and need special attention.  He discussed the draft protocol for Mental Health Court Without Borders now being reviewed by the Regional Law Safety Justice Committee.  If the King County Council will allow funding from Mental Illness Drug Dependency (MIDD) tax to be used to expand MHC to eligible defendants in city misdemeanor cases.  This would begin early this summer.
4. H1N1 Flu Update (Board of Health)
Ava Frisinger reported that the County received so many calls during the recent flu outbreak that they had to set up a special hot line.  The H1N1 strain may reappear in the next flu season, along with other expected strains, any of which may be fatal for some.  There was much confusion on how to respond this spring, and people took the most stringent actions.  The County has plans in place for the next outbreak, either in or out of season, based on what they learned.
5. BoH/Environmental Health Fee Discussions (Board of Health)
Ava Frisinger explained that last year the Board of Health asked for fees in lieu of service reductions in the area of well inspection.  State funding is running out and the Board will most likely approve this plan.
6. Take Back Drugs for Proper Disposal (Local Hazardous Waste Mgmt Program) 
Ron Hansen explained that some pharmacies are accepting drugs for disposal by burning.  This is the safest way to dispose of them.  The program has run out of funds and at this point only Group Health and some Bartell stores are accepting drugs for disposal.  They do not have to be prescriptions filled by those pharmacies.  
7. Budget/Rate Adjustment (Local Hazardous Waste Management Program)
Ron Hansen said that in light of the current economic situation, there are no plans to raise rates until about 2012.  There has not been a rate adjustment since 2006.


	
	· Reports
1.  Small Cities Sub Committee Report
Barre Seibert reported that this evening was the last of a series of three presentations on Affordable Housing.  Carol Naito, Principal Planner and Demographer of PSRC and Michael Hubner talked about the Housing Education and Technical Assistance Program and how small cities can benefit from participation.
2.  Executive Director’s Report 
Karen Goroski said that the July agenda may look a bit light since nothing is moving forward from tonight’s agenda.  SCA Leadership met with Kurt Triplett today and several issues came from that meeting for consideration in July.  Expect the materials to vet those issues in the July agenda packet.  The Executive is not seeking support for the issues, but the information may help your city staff develop positions.  
Jean Burbidge suggested a presentation on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Vision 2040 from the PSRC staff.  Karen pointed out that PIC does not normally have presentations by agencies at their meetings, but use the hour before, usually reserved for the Small Cities meeting, for special workshops.  She will check the schedule and also see if there is an interest in the workshop.  



	
	· For the Good of the Order
1. Kathy Huckabay warned that members may be hearing strange percentages regarding potential Metro cuts in conversations in the next few months; such as Seattle will be losing 75% of their bus service, when that is actually a ridership figure from a report that assumed a change in bus schedule would put all the riders into cars, when it is more likely that they would find a new bus route.  
2. John Wise announced that the MMPP project – mobile meat processing project – is on the road in rural communities.  Nearly all surrounding counties are involved, but King County did not choose to participate.
3. Allan Van Ness reported that he attended the King County Emergency Management meeting and found it useful and well done.
4. Kathy Keene attended a Public Works Trust Fund meeting and said that CTED is being reorganized and will become the Department of Commerce.  Over the years, CTED has been assigned management of most projects that didn’t quite fit anywhere else in the State.  There will be a series of meetings around the state to collect input on what should stay and what should be reassigned.  

5. Kathy Keene invited everyone to come to the grand opening of the new City Hall and Library in Burien this weekend.

6. Glenn Smith extended an invitation to come to Maple Valley Days this weekend. 

7. Glenn Smith read the first paragraph of a letter from Laure Iddings, Mayor, Maple Valley to the King Conservation District.  “I recently attended a WRIA meeting and learned some disturbing news.  As I understand it, the King Conservation District (KCD) wants the flexibility to reallocate funds currently banked for communities and direct these funds for KCD uses.  Speaking for the Maple Valley City Council, I strongly discourage any such action tank by the KCD.”  Karen pointed out a SCA position from three years ago regarding KCD funding will be open for reconsideration when the KCD proposed plan of wrk, budget and assessment are submitted tot eh MKCC in August.  

8. Henry Sladek said Skykomish celebrated their centennial.

9. Ed Pina mentioned the 50 year celebration in Des Moines.

10. Study Session on PSRC Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Vision 2040, 6:00 pm – July 8, 2009
11. Next PIC Meeting – July 8, 2009, 7:00 pm
12. Networking Dinner – July 15, 2009


	
	· Adjourn

Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm.  


Attachment 1 to the June 10, 2009 PIC Minutes

2009 Roll Call –Public Issues Meeting June 10, 2009
	City
	Representative
	Alternate
	Other
	Staff

	Algona
	Dave Hill
	Lynda Osborn
	
	

	Auburn
	Pete Lewis
	Sue Singer
	
	

	Beaux Arts
	
	
	
	

	Black Diamond
	Howard Botts
	
	
	

	Bothell
	Tris Samberg
	Patrick Ewing
	
	

	Burien
	Kathy Keene
	Sue Blazak
	
	Lisa Clausen

	Carnation
	Jeff Lim
	
	
	

	Clyde Hill
	Barre Seibert
	George Martin
	
	

	Covington
	Mark Lanza
	Jeff Wagner
	
	

	Des Moines
	Ed Pina
	Susan White
	
	

	Duvall
	Will Ibershof
	
	
	

	Enumclaw
	John Wise
	
	
	

	Federal Way
	Linda Kochmar
	Jeanne Burbidge
	
	Scott Pingel

	Hunts Point
	Fred McConkey
	
	
	

	Issaquah
	Eileen Barber
	Ava Frisinger
	
	

	Kenmore
	David Baker
	Allan Van Ness
	
	

	Kent
	Debbie Raplee 
	Suzette Cooke
	
	

	Kirkland
	Dave Asher
	Bob Sternoff
	
	

	Lake Forest Pk
	Sandy Koppenol
	Dave Hutchinson
	
	

	Maple Valley
	Glenn Smith
	Layne Barnes
	
	

	Mercer Island
	Mike Cero
	Jim Pearman
	
	

	Milton
	Katrina Asay
	
	
	

	Newcastle
	Sonny Putter
	Lisa Jensen
	Jean Garber
	

	Normandy Pk
	Clark Brant
	George Hadley
	
	

	North Bend
	Ross Loudenback
	
	
	

	Pacific
	
	
	
	

	Redmond
	Hank Margeson
	John Marchione
	Richard Cole
	

	Renton
	Denis Law
	King Parker
	Terri Breire
	Marty Wine

	Sammamish
	Nancy Whitten
	Don Gerend
	Kathy Huckabay
	

	SeaTac
	Tony Anderson
	Mia Gregerson
	
	

	Shoreline
	Chris Eggen 
	Cindy Ryu
	Ron Hansen
	Scott MacColl

	Skykomish
	Henry Sladek
	
	
	

	Snoqualmie
	Matt Larson
	Kingston Wall
	
	

	Tukwila
	Jim Haggerton
	Kathy Hougardy
	
	

	Woodinville
	Bob Vogt
	
	
	

	SCA
	
	
	
	Karen Goroski

Michael Hubner

Sabrina Kang

Alice Neiffer


Electeds present are highlighted in gray.  Cities represented are bolded
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