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SCA Public Issues Committee Minutes
March 11, 2009– 7:00PM Renton City Hall

Approved April 8, 2009
	
	· Welcome, Roll Call and Introduction of Guests

PIC Chair, Linda Kochmar, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  27 cities were represented.  (Attachment 1 to these minutes)  Guests were welcomed and included De’Sean Quinn, King County Executive’s office; Jay Watson, Local Hazardous Waste; Bill Block, Committee to End Homelessness; and, AJ McClure, Seattle. 

	
	· Chair Comments

Linda Kochmar reported that as a part of the SCA leadership team she, Karen and Pete Lewis have met with Ron Sims in a farewell and thank you meeting.  They have also met with Dow Constantine, Chair of the King County Council, in the first of planned monthly meetings.

	MSP


	· Approval of Minutes
To approve the minutes of the February 11, 2009 PIC meeting. 



	MSP
	· Report from the PIC Nominating Committee

Dave Hill reported that the Nominating Committee met earlier regarding the call for nominations for an alternate to the PSRC Transportation Policy Board.  

To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that Noel Gerken, Councilmember from Maple Valley, be appointed to the PSRC Transportation Policy Board in the open SCA alternate seat.


	MSP
	· Request from SCA Board to reconsider the current SCA position on Councilmanic votes

Pete Lewis explained that the SCA Board of Directors respects the work of its committees and recognizes that much deliberation and consensus building has taken place to achieve SCA’s current position on councilmanic levies related to funding for criminal justice.  The Board feels that one of the roles of SCA is to keep its members informed of any new opportunities.  Therefore, the Board of Directors of SCA is referring back to the Public Issues Committee for reconsideration, SCA’s current position:  While criminal justice and public health programs are core services, they should be funded with current revenues.  SCA opposes new taxes for criminal justice and/or public health programs without a public vote.  At the time the position on Councilmanic vs. public vote for criminal justice and public health programs was adopted, it was conceptual, with no specific legislation to review.  There are now two bills before the Legislature and the Board suggested the position be reconsidered in light of legislation.  Sonny Putter reported that SB 5690 did not make the cut-off and that HB2249 was amended in committee to remove councilmanic and sales tax provisions.  After discussion PIC members generally agreed that the original statement still fits the intent of the position.
To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that it reaffirm the SCA position that:  while criminal justice and public health programs as core services, they should be funded with current revenues.  SCA opposes new taxes for criminal justice and/or public health programs without a public vote.  (25 yes and 2 no votes)

	MSP

MSP

MSP


	· Potential Action Items

1. King County Legislative proposal to gain statutory authority to levy a Motor Vehicle Excise Tax

First heard at the February 11, 2009 PIC meeting as a part of the MVET briefing and recommendation from RTC, the issue returns for action.  The wording of the proposed position was discussed with a suggestion to change the first line to read “remain neutral” rather than oppose.  The proposed amendment failed to gain the needed votes for inclusion.
To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that the Suburban Cities Association oppose King County’s legislative proposal to gain statutory authority to levy a Motor Vehicle Excise Tax to fund transit services in part to help mitigate impacts of the replacement of the Alaskan Way Viaduct, as well as to fund Transit Now projects beyond 2009 and additional new service as funds permit.  If King County gains this statutory authority, SCA supports a voter-approved approach to levy the MVET with the distribution of new service hours based on the 40/40/20 subarea allocation formula. (26 yes, 1 no vote)
2. Early Tolling 

Dave Asher led the discussion of the proposed early tolling position which was first heard at the February 11, 2009 PIC meeting as a part of the update on 520 Tolling Study from PSRC TPB member Don Gerend.  There was a call for division of the motion, separating the vote for each bridge, I-90 and 520.  Asher explained that the motion was not devisable as it is a regional solution, and not based on any individual bridge.  Tolling on one would force a diversion in traffic to the other.  Jim Pearman argued that the diversion data for tolling on I-90 was not accurate and that supporting tolling on two bridges to pay for one was setting up potential future funding situation where tolling is used to fund a project outside the area.  Patrick Ewing of Bothell said the city had been patching together projects and funding to improve 522 and feared that diversion onto that road would begin before the projects were complete and the road could handle the increased traffic.  Don Gerend commented that we should consider both bridges as a part of the corridor and that early tolling on both bridges would get a better fee passed to the users of the bridges.  David Baker said he had seen several sets of numbers but none could be applied to the reality of daily traffic.  Mike Cero said that the state has always used the policy of the structure in need of repair or replacement to pay for itself and that the engineers and politicians need to develop a financing based on that model.  
To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA support early tolling on both bridges with provisions providing for use of tolls to pay for mitigation for both north and south diversions.  (One abstention, 19 yes and 7 no votes)
3. MSWMAC replaces RPC as Solid Waste Interlocal Forum

First heard at the February 11, 2009 meeting of the PIC.  
To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA support the proposal that Metropolitan SW Management Advisory Committee (MSWMAC) replace RPC as the Solid Waste Interlocal Forum, while recognizing RPC’s role as the policy review body for solid waste and other regional issues.  (unanimous)


	MSP
MSP


	· Presentations/Updates

1. Status on Economic Recovery Lists (PSRC TPB)
Jeanne Burbidge reported on the Economic Recovery project lists which will be considered at tomorrow’s PSRC Transportation Policy Board and Executive Committee.  Sign off is expected.  Last week the King County representatives on the PSRC committees were invited to a meeting with Julia Patterson who expressed concern about the inequities of distribution, especially in the south end regarding the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 2009 (ARRA) funds.  Seattle and Redmond overestimated projects and that money was returned to the project list for redistribution in the contingency category.  The SCA TPB and Executive Committee representatives asked for guidance regarding the inequity question.  Sue Blazak explained that we have a policy of subarea equity for transit.  Do we want to apply this to transportation as well?  
The SCA representatives that met with Patterson tentatively agreed to her proposal to place two conditions on approval of the KCPEC economic stimulus list of projects.  

1. Seattle’s Spokane Street Viaduct project’s $10 million request must be moved from the tp\op to the bottom of the King County contingency list.

2. For 2011-2012 project competition, the sub regional inequity (south county projects receiving lass ARRA funding than west and east county projects) will be made up by KCPEC in the Countywide and non-motorized project categories.  This means more funding for south subarea projects to compensate for the smaller amount of funding the south county projects will receive from ARRA.
Linda Kochmar called for a straw vote on those two conditions.   Regarding the first, no one had any issues; on the second, there were 16 votes in favor.  Pete Lewis reminded the PIC that projects must be ready to go, not only for submission for funding, but funds will be immediately withdrawn should a project not begin as promised.  

2. Transportation Competition (PSRC TPB)
Jeanne Burbidge pointed out that each PIC member received the PSRC Schedule for Development of the 2010-2013 TIP.  
3. Transit Budget (RTC)
Dave Baker reported that the Metro Transit budget is projecting a $100 million shortfall.  In preparing for a potential reduction of service hours the SCA caucus to the RTC is developing a series of guiding principles to address service reductions.  (See Attachment 2 to the minutes for the full report.)  David asked that each city review the draft principles and make comments to Karen or Sabrina prior to March 18th when the RTC meets again.
Draft guiding principles for proposed reduction is service hours:
· Any reduction in service strives for a closer alignment between where revenue is collected and where it is spent. 

· Any reduction in service maintains at least a minimum level of transit service to all areas of the county. 

· Any reduction in service preserves or enhance transit service near or between activity areas

The Six-Year Transit Development Plan Strategy IM-3 says:  Any system wide reduction in service investment shall be distributed among the subareas in proportion to teach subarea’s share of the total service investment.  The SCA RTC caucus recommends that SCA support that statement.  

To move forward for possible action, as early as the next meeting of PIC, the following motion:  To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA support the Six Year Transit Development Plan Strategy IM-3:  Any system wide reduction in service investment shall be distributed among the subareas in proportion to teach subarea’s share of the total service investment.
David Baker asked if the members would be interested in a one-hour study session prior to the next PIC meeting since Transit is having such a large impact.  Metro staff would be included.  The PIC agreed.  Dave Asher asked that the county address the policy on fare box recovery.  Karen will set up a Metro Transit Study Session in place of the Small Cities Sub Committee meeting on April 8, 2009.

4. Committee to End Homelessness State Legislative Funding (CEH)
John Wise spoke of the budget deficit and programs that are facing legislative cuts including basic services that more and more people now need.  Many forward strides made to end homelessness will suffer.  Budget cuts that will affect homelessness include Temporary Housing, Operations and Rent (THOR), Criminal Justice Re-entry Pilot, Independent Youth Housing, and General Assistance Unemployable (GAU).  More cuts are expected to mental health, chemical dependency and general health, all of which will affect homelessness.  Also affected will be the State Housing Trust Fund which is used to build housing for the working poor and people leaving homelessness.  Much of the CEH legislative agenda addresses state budget issues including GAU, THOR, and the Trust Fund.  These will possibly not be addressed by the legislature until April.
CEH hopes to be considered for economic stimulus money, especially in for the State Housing Trust Fund.

5. One Night Count/Suburban Cities Findings (CEH)
John Wise included the statistics from the one-night count of homeless people.  The highest increase is seen in people living in vehicles, most likely families.  The entire increase of around 2% was in suburban cities, which collectively saw their counts increase by 40%.  Kent is up 200%, Renton over 100% and Auburn by 50%.  
6. Criteria for Transportation Project Funding (Auburn)
Pete Lewis explained that the draft presented in the PIC packet is a draft and has been replaced by the white paper which appears as Attachment 3 to these minuets.  
A King County survey was conducted to determine the long term capital and preservation needs of all jurisdictions as a follow up to the local transportation needs after the failure of RTID.  Pete said that given our recent experience in scoring preservation projects for the Federal Stimulus packages, the current guidance grant criteria do not favor preservation projects even on key freight and transit routes that connect centers.  As a result, most cities were unable to compete for stimulus funds.  He suggests that suburban cities should be evaluating local needs and how those needs should influence new policies to reallocate funds to meet our future preservation of existing infrastructure.
To bring back to PIC as early as the next meeting for possible action, to recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA support the following policy guidelines to PSRC for Transportation 2040 regarding preservation of existing infrastructure for all alternatives considered and adopted:
1. That for all alternatives considered, preservation of existing infrastructure remain a high priority and that a set aside of each allocation to the region similar to trails be established to assure that eligible preservation projects can compete for limited resources, and 

2. That PSRC complete the mapping of all regional federally qualifying arterials and a regional assessment of preservation needs that qualify for federal funding and establish criteria to assure that key freight and transit routes are eligible t receive priority funding, and

3. That PSRC develop a scoring system for preservation that allocated funding to those key corridor projects that serve transit and freight on a priority basis.



	
	· Reports
1.  Small Cities Sub Committee Report
Dave Hill reported that Lisa Voight, Program Manager for King County and Rose Curran, an associate planner at the City of Covington gave a presentation on affordable housing in the region, including the challenges and opportunities for small cities.  They will be invited back for more information.  Dave also said the sub-committee agreed that they would relinquish the April 6:00 hour in favor of a transportation study session.  
2.  Executive Director’s Report 
a.  EMAC Bylaw change to add three alternates to the SCA voting members, the change was made, but since there is defining County Code which does not address alternates, a Bylaw change is not enough.  EMAC may continue to seek a change in the Code.

b.  Muni-League Transit Report Update – A response letter was sent regarding the Muni-League recommendation regarding the 40-40-20 subarea service allocation of hours.  The conversations continue.  

c.  Elected Officials Seminar on Regional Emergency Coordination from the King County Office of Emergency Management will be held at the Emergency Coordination Center on May 6, 2009.  More information will be available soon.  Call 206-296-3830 or ecc.kc@kingcounty.gov 

d.  KCD Elections – will be held on March 19th  at 13 locations in King County.  

e.  Distribution of the 2008 Social and Health Indicators across King County.  Each PIC member received a copy.  More information, requests for additional copies or to arrange a presentation at your city, contact Megan Horst, Action Agenda Coordinator for Communities Count.  206-357-5440 or megan@sustainableseattle.org.  Karen heard the presentation at the Kirkland City Council and highly recommends it.
f.  Karen introduced Jay Watson, the administrator of the King County Hazardous Waste Program who asked that members save the April 7 date for a 9am-noon presentation.  We will forward the invitations when they are available.  



	
	· For the Good of the Order
1. John Wise mentioned that state parks are closing due to budget cuts.  25 are scheduled to close, including Nolte and Flaming Geyser.  Municipalities are being asked to take them on much as the County did.  Rural communities are usually located closest to the parks, but are unable to handle the cost.  Creative means of saving these areas are needed.
2. Kathy Hougardy explained the bills being opposed by Tukwila regarding prohibiting cities from inspecting rental units.  She will be glad to provide more information on HP 1296 and SB 5495.  206-433-1800 
3. David Baker said they are actively trying to save a park in their area and are considering returning the park to a fee based entry.
4. Glen Smith planned on an update of the Maple Valley Donut Hole, but due to the lateness asked that his notes be included in the minutes:
· King County amended its Comp Plan, bringing the site within the Urban Growth Area and zoned it urban reserve with a urban planned development overlay

· King County sold the property to Yarrow Bay in February 2009 with a 12 month contingency period to close the deal

· A working group (Maple Valley, Yarrow Bay and County Staff) drafted a joint plan that is now before the Planning Commission.  It is structured similar to a comp plan and contains broad goals and policies.  The Council should consider the plan in April with a large concern regarding density

· Once adopted by Maple Valley, it will be sent the King County Council for consideration and adoption

· The working group will be working on pre-annexation zoning and Comp Plan amendments with a goal of adoption by June 30

· The City will then work with King County to annex the property, with a goal of completion by November 2009
5. Networking Dinner – March 25, 2009 at Embassy Suites with King County Assessor, Scott Noble
6. Next PIC Meeting – April 8, 2009, Renton City Hall 7 pm.  Transit Study Session at 6:00


	
	· Adjourn

Meeting was adjourned at 8:53 pm.  


Attachment 1 to the March 11, 2009 PIC Minutes

2009 Roll Call –Public Issues Meeting March 11, 2009
	City
	Representative
	Alternate
	Other
	Staff

	Algona
	Dave Hill
	Lynda Osborn
	
	

	Auburn
	Pete Lewis
	Sue Singer
	
	

	Beaux Arts
	
	
	
	

	Black Diamond
	Howard Botts
	
	
	

	Bothell
	Tris Samberg
	Patrick Ewing
	
	

	Burien
	Kathy Keene
	Sue Blazak
	
	

	Carnation
	Jeff Lim
	
	
	

	Clyde Hill
	Barre Seibert
	George Martin
	
	

	Covington
	Mark Lanza
	Jeff Wagner
	
	

	Des Moines
	Ed Pina
	Susan White
	
	

	Duvall
	Will Ibershof
	
	
	

	Enumclaw
	John Wise
	
	
	

	Federal Way
	Linda Kochmar
	Jeanne Burbidge
	
	

	Hunts Point
	Fred McConkey
	
	
	

	Issaquah
	Eileen Barber
	Ava Frisinger
	
	

	Kenmore
	David Baker
	Allan Van Ness
	
	

	Kent
	Debbie Raplee 
	Suzette Cooke
	
	

	Kirkland
	Dave Asher
	Bob Sternoff
	
	

	Lake Forest Pk
	Sandy Koppenol
	Dave Hutchinson
	
	

	Maple Valley
	Glenn Smith
	Layne Barnes
	
	

	Mercer Island
	Mike Cero
	Jim Pearman
	
	

	Milton
	Katrina Asay
	
	
	

	Newcastle
	Sonny Putter
	Lisa Jensen
	Jean Garber
	

	Normandy Pk
	Clark Brant
	George Hadley
	
	

	North Bend
	Ross Loudenback
	
	
	

	Pacific
	Nicole Hagestad
	
	
	

	Redmond
	Hank Margeson
	John Marchione
	Richard Cole
	

	Renton
	Denis Law
	King Parker
	
	

	Sammamish
	Nancy Whitten
	Don Gerend
	
	

	SeaTac
	Tony Anderson
	Mia Gregerson
	
	

	Shoreline
	Chris Eggen 
	Cindy Ryu
	
	Scott MacColl

	Skykomish
	Henry Sladek
	
	
	

	Snoqualmie
	Matt Larson
	Kingston Wall
	
	

	Tukwila
	Jim Haggerton
	Kathy Hougardy
	
	

	Woodinville
	Bob Vogt
	
	
	

	SCA
	
	
	
	Karen Goroski

Michael Hubner

Sabrina Kang
Alice Neiffer


Electeds present are highlighted in yellow.  Cities represented are bolded
Attachment 2 to the March 11, 2009 PIC Minutes

Proposed Principals Dealing with King County Metro Transit’s $100 million shortfall

David Baker, SCA RTC caucus chair

March 11, 2009 Public Issues Committee Meeting

At the February Regional Transit Committee meeting, Metro’s General Manager outlined a bleak picture for the Transit Division’s budget. 

· Additional loss of $28.9 million in sales tax revenue in this biennium nearly exhausts operating reserves in the absence of no additional spending reductions

· Additional loss of $35 million (7.7% decline) in sales tax revenue 2010 creates a gap of $100 million – the equivalent of 800,000 to 1,000,000 hours of bus service
· The impact of the federal stimulus package is still to be determined

· Next steps:  New financial forecast available in mid March

In preparing for the potential of reduction of service hours, the Transit Division has already opened up the dialogue on this. 
 The SCA RTC Caucus recommends the following:
“To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA support the Six Year Transit Development Plan Strategy IM-3:  Any system wide reduction in service investment shall be distributed among the subareas in proportion to each subarea’s share of the total service investment.”

In an attempt to be proactive if this policy is revisited, the SCA RTC caucus is developing a series of guiding principals addressing service reductions:

· Any reduction in service strives for a closer alignment between where revenue is collected and where it is spent. 

· Any reduction in service maintains at least a minimum level of transit service to all areas of the county. 

· Any reduction in service preserves or enhance transit service near or between activity areas
Definition of activity areas as defined by the Countywide Planning policies: 
Activity Areas are envisioned as areas containing moderate concentrations of commercial development and housing that function as a focal point for the local community. Activity Areas contain a mix of land uses such as retail, recreation areas, public facilities, parks and open space. Although smaller in scale than Urban and Manufacturing/Industrial Centers, Activity Areas contain a sufficient density and mix of uses to provide similar benefits. Activity Areas are designed to 1) provide housing and employment opportunities, 2) provide retail, services and business opportunities, 3) reduce automobile use and support efficient transit service, and 4) consume less land with urban development. Encouraging compact development within Activity Areas is an important part of the Countywide Planning Policy vision promoting infill development and preventing sprawl.
Activity Areas are designated in local comprehensive plans. The size of the Activity Area and the mix and density of land uses are locally determined to meet community goals.
For more information contact David Baker, RTC caucus chair, Dbaker@ci.kenmore.wa.us
Attachment 3 to the March 11, 2009 PIC Minutes
White Paper on Policy Criteria for Transportation 2040

Suburban Cities Association; Public Issues Committee March 11, 2009

PSRC has recently sent out its call for comments on Transportation 2040 which can be reviewed on the PSRC website at http://psrc.org/projects/trans2040/index.htm.  In 2008 as a follow-up on local transportation needs after the failure of RTID, King County and Cities conducted a survey to determine the long term capital and preservation needs of all jurisdictions.  The results of the survey indicated the following short term and long term countywide needs for preservation:


Short Term 

Long Term
Functionally Classified Arterials



$766 
Million

$1263 Million

Local Roads





$1,699 Million

$505   Million

Total Deferred Needs




$2,465.1        

$ 1,768.2 

Summary of King County Survey Results:   The survey estimated that it will cost King County and its local jurisdictions at least $4.2 billion to preserve existing arterials and local streets during the 30 year timeframe of Transportation 2040.  The estimated cost only includes curb-to-curb pavement preservation needs and does not include other needs.  The short term needs represent the immediate funding needs to bring all local jurisdiction arterials & local streets up to an average pavement condition index of 70.  The long term needs are to sustain this condition. 

PSRC is currently working to gather similar survey data from Pierce, Snohomish and Kitsap Counties. Once PSRC has completed an assessment of regional preservation needs, this data and draft policies will be developed by RPEC for consideration by the Transportation Policy Board to incorporate into the Baseline Alternative of Transportation 2040 for public comment.  

Given our recent experience in scoring preservation projects for the Federal Stimulus package we learned that current guidance grant criteria do not favor preservation projects even on key freight & transit routes that connect centers.  As a result most cities were unable to compete for a portion of the Stimulus funds.  While PSRC staff work to collect data, Suburban Cities should be evaluating our local needs and how local needs should influence new policies to reallocate funds to meet our future preservation needs of existing infrastructure.  Preliminary data shows that regional needs will far exceed current law revenues. The question before us this evening is how should the region develop policies, criteria and an equitable process to assure that each agency can compete in an equitable manner for regional funding to bring our system up to an acceptable condition? 

SCA Recommends:  The following Policy guidelines to PSRC for Transportation 2040 regarding preservation of existing infrastructure for all alternatives considered and adopted:

1. That for all alternatives considered, preservation of existing infrastructure remain a high priority and that a set aside of each allocation to the region similar to trails be established to assure that eligible preservation projects can compete for limited resources, and

2. That PSRC complete the mapping of all regional federally qualifying arterials and a regional assessment of preservation needs that qualify for federal funding and establish criteria to assure that key freight and transit routes are eligible to receive priority funding, and 

3. That PSRC develop a scoring system for preservation that allocates funding to those key corridor projects that serve transit and freight on a priority basis.
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