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SCA Public Issues Committee Minutes 
April 11, 2007 – 7:00PM Renton City Hall

	
	· Welcome and Roll Call

PIC Chair, Mary-Alyce Burleigh, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  22 cities were represented.  (Attachment 1 to these minutes) Guests were welcomed and introduced.  They included Don Davidson, Bellevue; Mike Huddleston, Theresa Jennings, Diane Yates, and John Scholes, all from King County; Andrew Schmid, Sound Transit; and Julia Patterson, King County Council.

	MSP
	· Approval of Minutes
To approve the minutes of the March 21, 2007 PIC meeting.  

	
	· RTID Ballot Measure
King County Councilmember Julia Patterson gave a brief presentation.  After explaining how the State arrived at the current road and transportation crisis situation, Julia talked about some of the individual projects to address the problems.  She believes the voters are tired of talking about transportation, and want an integrated plan to fix it.  Every year of delay adds one billion dollars to the cost of these transportation projects.  The estimated cost to the average person will be $4.20 per week.  This is the largest such measure ever offered to the voters and SCA is being asked to support the measure.  Julia asked for suggestions on how to talk about the taxes.  There will be a sales tax for the transit side and MVET for the roads piece.  This will raise about $15 billion dollars.


	MSP

MSP

MSP
	· Potential Action Items

1. Proposed Rate Increases for Solid Waste
Joan McGilton, introduced the recommendation for support of the 2008 proposed rate increase for solid waste handling.  (The full report and recommendation appear as Attachment 2 to these minutes.)  
To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA support the proposed increase in the tip fee from $82.50 to $95.00. The proposed basic tip fee of $95.00 per ton for 2008 through 2010 is driven by inflation, the debt service needed to fund capital projects and a desire for the financial stability of a three-year rate.  The Solid Waste Division has not had a rate increase since 1999 and despite implementing operating efficiencies, costs and inflationary pressures have caught up and capital investment is necessary at this time. 
2. Parks Levy
The King County Executive is proposing two parks levies for the August 21st Primary Ballot for a six year period.  The first levy would provide maintenance and operations funds for regional parks. The second levy would expand the County parks system. Pete Lewis explained that RPC caucus had an intense discussion on the two levies just today.  It will be back for RPC discussion in a special meeting on April 25th.  Regarding the renewal levy, most comments have been supportive while no cities have supported the second levy proposal.  The ensuing discussion supported Pete’s remarks.  At the time of the approval of the current parks levy, the County promised to find permanent and sustainable funding for M&O.  It was suggested that that be a condition of support for the first levy.  Ralph Shape suggested that SCA not support any more levies for the August or November ballots as there are going to be far too many competing levies which lead voters to turn them all down.  (The issue paper appears as Attachment 3 of these minutes.)  Other comments included that the ballot language needs to be clear on what is a regional or county-wide park in order to differentiate from a local/city park.
To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA continue to work with the King County Executive and the King County Council toward placing a ballot measure for King County Parks to renew, restore and preserve the parks in King County for the August 21st Primary Ballot for a 6 year period. Such action by the county must include a commitment for a plan for permanent funding for maintenance of the King County parks. 

Motion passed with one no.
To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA

a) Cannot support the proposed the 5 cent levy to extend park and recreation opportunities in its current form.

b) Cannot support this levy until a plan to provide permanent funding to sufficiently maintain parks is adopted

c) Wishes to work with the King County Executive and the King County Council on issues related to this levy

Motion passed unanimously.

	MSP
	· Presentations/Updates

1. Transit Now implementation (RTC)
Roger Thordarson reported that the issue will be heard on the 18th at Regional Transit Committee.  A change from the original understanding of Transit Now is that adding or changing routs will require money from the cities.  There have been some increases in runs during non-peak hours on some routes.  Metro is in the process of purchasing equipment.
2. Fare Policies (Fare box recovery) (RTC)
Roger Thordarson said Metro is still struggling, but fare box collections still stays at about 25%.  Historically, as rates increase, ridership declines.  There will be more discussion prior to budget season in November.  
Suzette Cooke pointed out that the public is going to be very confused between Sound Transit and Transit Now at election time and suggested a study session with electeds and key staff.  Karen will set that up.  

3. Reclaimed Water Oversight (RWQC)
Steve Mullet reported that a consultant is on board to develop a scope of work based on 5 areas of study:  1) review of new technologies; 2) review of revenue sources other than wastewater rates; 3) review and update of regional market analysis; 4) review possible environmental benefits; 5) review regional benefits.  The County has hired an economist to develop a framework for analyzing reclaimed water projects.  Both contracts come together at year end to create a report for MWPAAC and RWQC for recommendation to the King County Council.
4. Brightwater Updates (RWQC)
Steve Mullet said construction is proceeding on the treatment site and the conveyance tunnels.  The marine outfall project is currently in the selection process for a design/build contact.  The overall project is still on schedule for completion the end of 2010.  The next funding update will be at the end of April and at this time there are no decisions required from SCA.
5. Human Services Framework (RPC)
Pete Lewis reported that equitable funding is always an issue and RPC will be working on agreement for measurable results for continued funding.  The issue is scheduled for discussion at the special meeting of RPC on April 18th.
6. EMS Levy
Sonny Putter explained that the previous EMS levy was a 25 cent, 6 year levy.  The proposed levy replaces that and is a 30 cent, 6 year levy.  This will continue present levels of service and expand service by three new units (rigs) over six years.  The service proposals are good for the cities.  Michael Huddleston, King County, explained the recommended 2008-2013 Medic One/EMS levy rates which could differ depending on the type of levy and the length.  The traditional EMS levy would be 6 years, require 60% approval at a rate of 30 cents per $1000 A/V raising about $605 million.  This method has been recommended by the EMS task force for the November 2007 General Election.  A 6 year Levy Lid Lift for Medic One/EMS would require 50% voter approval and raise $605 million.  A multi-year levy lid-lift specifically for Medic One/EMS purposes could save taxpayers money while raising the same $605 million or the funds necessary to meet service needs.  This needs a 50% approval requirement with no turnout validation requirement.  It would authorize King County to exceed RCW 84.55 regular property tax limitations and levy and additional property tax of 25.4 cents or less per $1000 of assessed valuation for six consecutive years, with collection beginning in 2008.  Increases to this levy in years two through six would be limited to the annual growth in the medical care consumer price index for Seattle-Tacoma-Bremerton.  By placing the levy on the August ballot, it allows a fall back to the November ballot if it should fail.  (Attachment 4 is the handout provided by Mike Huddleston.)
To bring the following motion back to the May 9 PIC meeting for possible action: “To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA support a Multiyear Levy Lid-lift for EMS/Medic One on the August 2007 Primary ballot that would fund the continued provision of existing Medic One emergency medical services and authorizing King County to exceed RCS 84.55 regular property tax limitations and levy and additional property tax of 25.4 cents or less per $1000 of assessed valuation for six consecutive years, with collection beginning in 2008. Increases to this levy in years two through six would be limited to the annual growth in the medical care consumer price index for Seattle-Tacoma-Bremerton. ”.
7. Solid Waste Governance
Sonny Putter reported that it was introduced at RPC just today.  They have not been briefed on the issue and it will be on the next PIC meeting agenda for a report.
8. BNSF Legislation
Pete Lewis said this is still in progress, the parties are engaged and the train is still going down the track.
9. Action Plan to Address Changes in Criminal Justice System
Mary-Alyce Burleigh announced that this has been removed from this evening’s agenda, but will be on a future agenda.
 

	
	· Reports

1. Small Cities Subcommittee
Katrina Asay reported that the Small Cities Subcommittee discussed potential topics for future meetings and then met with Julia Patterson who gave a preview of the RTID presentation aimed at small cities.   
2. Executive Director’s Report
Increased Funding for Buildable Lands – Karen explained that the Governor put 1.6 million in her budget for Growth Management and Buildable Lands.  The Budget passed out of the House at 1.1 million and the Senate restored it to 1.6 million.  SCA’s thanks to Senators Prentice and Pridemore and Representatives Sommes and Dunshee for their help with this funding.  Karen thanked Patrick Ewing for his broadcast email regarding HP 1727.  AWC and the realtors agreed to the watered down language and AWC is watching it closely.  HP 1359 is the Affordability for All bill.  Many unrelated amendments were added, but were stripped off as it left Ways and Means.
Karen reported on the state of the number of seats offered to SCA for recommendation for appointment to the King County Flood Control Zone District Advisory Committee.  Originally four seats, the count potentially would drop to three if an amendment by Councilmember Dunn was approved.   At the request of Bob Fergusson, the vote was not taken on the amendment but will be voted on Monday the 16th.  Karen has offered a variety of altenatives and is open for any other ideas.  Please email her before Friday.

	
	· Other
· For the good of the order

1. Nancy McCormick asked that policy and briefing papers have a contact persons name and phone number for questions. 

2. Pete Lewis mentioned that although the Charter Committee has just begun its work, Pete vonReichbauer wishes to put an initiative on the November ballot regarding non partisanship for all County electeds not defined as partisan by state law.  

3. Steve Mullet serves on the Building Code Council and they are discussing the rights of a city to demand sprinkler systems n private homes.  There was consensus that this be brought back as a discussion item.

4. Patrick Ewing said that Bothell, which lies in both King and Snohomish Counties, has challenged Snohomish County’s practice of allowing rezones on potential annexation areas without consulting the annexing city.  Although the County is required by GMA, they are not cooperating.
5. SCA Networking Dinner April 18th at the Embassy Suites in Tukwila
6. Next meeting is May 9, 2007 at Renton

	
	· Adjourn

Meeting was adjourned at 8:57 pm.  


Attachment 1 to the April 11, 2007 PIC Minutes

Roll Call –Public Issues Meeting April 11, 2007
	City
	Representative
	Alternate
	Other
	Staff

	Algona
	Dave Hill
	Lynda Osborn
	
	

	Auburn
	Pete Lewis
	Sue Singer
	Roger Thordarson
	

	Beaux Arts
	
	
	
	

	Black Diamond
	
	
	
	

	Bothell
	Patrick Ewing
	Joshua Freed
	
	

	Burien
	Sally Nelson
	Lucy Krakowiak
	Joan McGilton
	

	Carnation
	Laurie Clinton
	
	
	

	Clyde Hill
	George Martin
	
	
	

	Covington
	Jim Scott
	Jeff Wagner
	
	

	Des Moines
	Ed Pina
	Susan White
	
	

	Duvall
	Jeffrey Possinger
	Keith Breinholt
	
	

	Enumclaw
	John Wise
	
	
	

	Federal Way
	Linda Kochmar
	Dean McColgan
	
	

	Hunts Point
	
	
	
	

	Issaquah
	Ava Frisinger
	Eileen Barber
	
	

	Kenmore
	David Baker
	
	
	

	Kent
	Suzette Cooke
	Tim Clark
	
	Larry Blanchard

	Kirkland
	Dave Asher
	Mary-Alyce Burleigh
	
	

	Lake Forest Pk
	Sandy Koppenol
	Dave Hutchinson
	
	

	Maple Valley
	Glenn Smith
	
	
	

	Medina
	
	
	
	

	Mercer Island
	Jim Pearman
	Bryan Cairns
	
	

	Milton
	Katrina Asay
	Mark Beaudry
	
	

	Newcastle
	Sonny Putter
	Jean Garber
	
	

	Normandy Pk
	Stuart Creighton
	George Hadley
	
	

	North Bend
	Ross Loudenback
	Jonathan Rosen
	
	

	Pacific
	Dawn Drury
	Nicole Hagestad
	
	

	Redmond
	Rosemarie Ives
	Nancy McCormick
	
	

	Renton
	Dan Clawson
	Kathy Keolker
	
	

	Sammamish
	Nancy Whitten
	Michelle Petitti
	
	

	SeaTac
	Ralph Shape
	Terry Anderson
	
	

	Shoreline
	Robert Ransom
	Rich Gustafson 
	
	Joyce Nichols

	Skykomish
	Henry Sladek
	
	
	

	Snoqualmie
	Jeff MacNichols
	Kingston Wall
	
	

	Tukwila
	Steve Mullet
	Pam Linder
	
	

	Woodinville
	Cathy VonWald
	Mike Roskind
	
	

	Yarrow Point
	
	
	
	

	SCA
	
	
	
	Karen Goroski

Alice Neiffer

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


 Attachment 2 to the April 11, 2007 PIC Minutes 
Proposed Rate Increase for Solid Waste 2008

March 27, 2007

Issue
King County is proposing a rate increase in disposal fees beginning in 2008 which will remain in affect for a minimum of three years.  The increase in the basic tip fee from $82.50 to $95.00, a 15% increase will allow the King County Solid Waste Division (KCSWD) to maintain its financial policies and fund capital improvements in the solid waste system.  The effect of this increase on the average residential customer with weekly one 32-gal can collection service will be $0.73 per month.

Background

The KCSWD maintains a financial reserve equal to forty-five (45) days of operating costs.  A rate increase is proposed when its fund balance is projected to be less than this target amount.  The new rate is calculated to keep the fund balance at or above the target fund balance for a minimum of three years.  The three-year rate offers financial stability and avoids administrative costs of seeking an annual rate increase.  

1) Current 40 year old transfer systems are over capacity as determined by the Intergovernmental Technical Staff Group (ITSG), the Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee (MSWMAC) and the Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC).

2) Major improvements (including compactors) are needed in the transfer system.

3) Rates have not been increased since 1999.

4) The 2008 increase affects the average one 32-gal can residential customer at only $0.73 per month.

Solid waste rates were last increased in 1999.  The KCSWD has avoided the need for a rate increase for nine years primarily due to operational efficiencies and a deferred capital program.  

For several years, the KCSWD’s capital program has focused on maintenance and repair.  In 2006, construction started on the new First Northeast Transfer Station.  This project signals the beginning of a robust capital program that will develop the system for future waste export.  KCSWD capital projects are funded by debt (usually 20 to 30 year bonds).  The proposed rate increase is calculated to include the increase in debt service.

In the 2008 rate model with a rate of $95.00 per ton, the estimated revenue is $104,602,627.  The operating costs are projected to be $103,620,024.  The difference in forecasted revenue from 2007 to 2008 with the rate increase is $15,753,000.  

Recommendation
The proposed basic tip fee of $95.00 per ton for 2008 through 2010 is driven by inflation, the debt service needed to fund capital projects and a desire for the financial stability of a three-year rate. The Division has not had a rate increase since 1999 and despite implementing operating efficiencies, costs and inflationary pressures have caught up and capital investment is necessary at this time.  The SCA members to the SWAC recommend that SCA support the proposed increase in the tip fee from $82.50 to $95.00.
Note:  This rate proposal goes to the Operating Budget Council of the King County Council on April 24th.
Attachment 3 to the April 11, 2007 PIC Minutes
SCA Proposed Position on King County Parks Levies - Revised
April 11, 2007

ISSUE

The King County Executive is proposing two parks levies for the August 21st Primary Ballot for a 6 year period: 1) A levy to renew the expiring parks operations levy; and 

2)  A separate companion ballot measure to invest in new regional acquisitions, city projects, and upgrades to the Woodland Park Zoo.  

BACKGROUND

The first ballot measure will renew the parks operating levy that will expire at the end of 2007.  This measure renews and restores funding for King County parks, trails and open spaces. The renewal levy will authorize a property tax lid lift of five cents per $1,000 of assessed valuation for a period of six years.  The proceeds of this levy will be applied to purposes identical to those of the current parks operating levy approved by the voters in 2004.  That levy expires at the end of this year and currently provides more than 55% of the direct operating support for the park system.  The proposal would cost the owner of a $400,000 house $20 a year.

The five cent levy will allow the Parks and Recreation Division to restore maintenance levels in the regional/rural park system to levels that existed prior to 2002, before the CX Fund budget crisis.  

The second ballot measure authorizes King County to levy an additional property tax of five cents per $1,000 of assessed valuation for a period of six years for expansion of open space and trails by both King County and cities, and will fund environmental education and conservation programming and capital improvements at the Woodland Park Zoo.  Like the renewal levy the proposal would cost the owner of a $400,000 house $20 a year.

The SCA representatives to the RPC have many questions about this levy including what open space projects are being considered for funding and why the cities should compete for funds generated by their constituents and subjected to another administrative layer.

PROPOSED POSITIONS
1. The SCA representatives to the RPC recommend that SCA continue to work with the King County Executive and the King County Council toward placing a ballot measure for King County Parks  to renew, restore and preserve the parks in King County for the August 21st Primary Ballot for a 6 year period. Such action by the county must include a commitment for a plan for permanent funding for maintenance of the King County parks.
2. The SCA representatives to the RPC recommend that SCA:

a. Cannot support the proposed the 5 cent levy to extend park and recreation opportunities in its current form.

b. Cannot support this levy until a plan to provide permanent funding to sufficiently maintain parks is adopted

c. Wishes to work with the King County Executive and the King County Council on issues related to this levy
Attachment 4 to the April 11, 2007 PIC Minutes
The Recommended 2008-2013 Medic One/EMS levy rates could differ depending on the type of levy and the length.

The Medic One/EMS 2008-2013 Strategic Plan is the primary policy and financial document that will direct the Medic One/EMS system into the future.  The Plan details the roles, responsibility and programs for our EMS system, and a levy rate to fund these approved functions.  The current EMS levy is 25 cents per $1,000 Assessed Valuation (A/V).  The Plan’s proposed levy rate of 30 cents per $1,000 AV would maintain and enhance the emergency medical services funded by the levy at a cost of $120 per year for a typical $400,000 King County home.

Levy Length
Levy Type


Rate

6 year
Medic One/ EMS Levy*



30 cents per $1,000 A/V
60% approval
Growth rate: 1% + new construction

      @ $605  Million
6 year
Levy Lid Lift for


30 cents per $1,000 A/V
50% approval
Medic One/ EMS Levy


    @ $605  Million

Growth rate: 1% + new construction

10 year
Medic One/ EMS Levy


37.2 cents per $1,000 A/V

60% approval
Growth rate: 1% + new construction


10 year
Levy Lid Lift for


37.2 cents per $1,000 A/V
50% approval
Medic One/ EMS Levy



Growth rate: 1% + new construction

6 year

6-Year
Multiyear Levy Lid Lift


25.4 cents per $1,000 A/V

50% approval
Medic One/ EMS Levy



      @ $605  Million

Growth rate: Medical Care CPI

Possible ballot language for different levy options  - EMS vs Levy Lid Lift
Emergency Medical Services/Medic One 

Renewal Options

1a.
Six-year EMS/Medic One Levy
[60% approval requirement]

[40% turnout validation requirement]

Draft Ballot Title:

PROPOSITION ___: The King County council has passed Ordinance ________ to fund the continued provision of existing Medic One emergency medical services. It would authorize King County to levy an additional regular property tax of 30.0 cents or less per $1,000 of assessed valuation for six consecutive years as allowable under RCW 84.52.069, with collection beginning in 2008. Should this proposition be:

Approved? ________

Rejected? ________

2.
Six-year Levy Lid-lift for EMS/Medic One

[50% approval requirement]

[No turnout validation requirement]

Draft Ballot Title:

PROPOSITION ___: The King County council has passed Ordinance ________ to fund the continued provision of existing Medic One emergency medical services. It would authorize King County to exceed RCW 84.55 regular property tax limitations and levy an additional property tax of 30.0 cents or less per $1,000 of assessed valuation for six consecutive years, with collection beginning in 2008. Should this proposition be:

Approved? ________

Rejected? ________

3.
Multiyear Levy Lid-lift for EMS/Medic One  

[50% approval requirement]

[No turnout validation requirement]

Draft Ballot Title:

PROPOSITION ___: The King County council has passed Ordinance ________ to fund the continued provision of existing Medic One emergency medical services. It would authorize King County to exceed RCW 84.55 regular property tax limitations and levy an additional property tax of 25.4 cents or less per $1,000 of assessed valuation for six consecutive years, with collection beginning in 2008. Increases to this levy in years two through six would be limited to the annual growth in the medical care consumer price index for Seattle-Tacoma-Bremerton.  Should this proposition be:

Approved? ________

Rejected? ________

� EMS Levy per RCW 84.52.069 – mechanism used each of the past five times for King County EMS; and is the method recommended by the EMS task force for November 2007 General Election.





� Requires a simple majority for passage; allows annual adjustment of levy linked to medical care CPI – reducing the need for large contingencies; raises same amount of money as “traditional” EMS levy; first year of levy close to current $0.25 per thousand rate; implements funding per RCW 84.55.050(3)(b).
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