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SCA Public Issues Committee Minutes 
February 21, 2007 – 7:00PM Renton City Hall

	
	· Welcome and Roll Call

PIC Chair, Mary-Alyce Burleigh, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  She thanked Pete Lewis and Sonny Putter for their work as past Chair and Vice Chair.   PIC members, electeds and staff present are highlighted on the Roll Call Roster which is Attachment 1 to these minutes.  23 cities were represented.  

	MSP
	· Approval of Minutes
To approve the minutes of the November 8, 2006 PIC meeting.  (No meeting was scheduled in December, 2006 and the January 17, 2007 PIC meeting was cancelled due to snow.)

	
	· Review Operating Procedures of PIC

Mary-Alyce called the groups attention to the Operating Procedures and asked for comments or questions.  Hearing none, the document approved by the Public Issues Committee on January 19, 2005 stands.  The Operating Polices are Attachment 2 to these minutes and reflect current language from the SCA Bylaws.

	
	· Update on KCD Advisory Committee

Karen gave a brief summary of the recent events regarding King Conservation District, its 2007 budget in relation to requirements of the King County Council and the agreements reached.  SCA was at the table for most of the negotiations.  The ILA calls for the reinstatement of the KCD Advisory Committee.  A letter from KCD asked SCA to nominate four appointments.  There will be an acting executive director.  The purpose and mission of the Advisory Committee is still unclear. 

	MSP
	· Recommendations from the Nominating Committee of PIC – KCD Advisory Committee

Katrina Asay reported that the Nominating Committee met and as a first order of business elected her as Chair.  

Applicants were reviewed for the KCD Advisory Committee, four positions were open.  In keeping with SCA policy of geographic balance, each SCA caucus was assigned one seat.  The Nominating Committee recommends the following members be recommended for nomination:  North Caucus- Joan McBride of Kirkland; South Caucus- Steve Mullet of Tukwila; Snoqualmie Valley Caucus- Jeffrey Possinger of Duvall.  Karen will continue to work on recruiting a South Valley Caucus representative.

To accept the Nominating Committee recommendation and forward to the Board of Directors the names of Joan McBride, Steve Mullet and Jeffrey Possinger as SCA’s recommendations for nomination to the King Conservation District’s Advisory Committee.

	MSP

MSP
	· Potential Action Items

1. SCA position on Multi-county Planning Policies
Michael Hubner gave a process update of events since the November meeting.  There was a December joint board meeting on Vision 2020 update and MPPs.  On February 8th the GMPB approved the full package and passed it to the Executive Board to take action to proceed with analysis and public comment on the Vision Update package in a Supplemental DEIS.  The Executive Board meets on March 22.
To forward to and recommend to the Board of Directors the adoption of the Position on Vision 2020+20 Update: Multicounty Planning Policies.  (Attachment 3 to these minutes.)

2. SCA proposed position on State legislation on Public Health Funding
The work group is still working on this position.  Suzette Cooke reported that the language concentrates on the proposition that the cities not be held fiscally responsible for Public Health Funding.  There were additional volunteers for the committee which now includes Kathy Keolker, Suzette Cooke, Nancy Whitten, Ava Frisinger and Dave Hutchinson.  
3. Review proposed 2007 Schedule of Work
Karen explained that the schedule of work came from the January Caucus Orientation where about 85% of the SCA reps to boards and commissions were in attendance.  

Dave Asher suggested adding three items to the RLSJ section.  Gains Sequential Intercept Model for a March report, the Mental Health .01% sales tax which may be considered or enacted by the King County Council, and jails on an ongoing issue.  

To accept the 2007 PIC Schedule of Work as amended.  (Attachment 4 to these Minutes.)

	
	· Presentations/Updates

1. Quarterly Report from MSWMAC
Jean Garber, Chair, MSWMAC, reminded PIC that MSWMAC is made up of electeds and staff from cities that have solid waste interlocal agreements with the County.  Eighteen cities are represented, and new members are welcome.  Before voting, members are expected to get direction from their respective councils.  Jean reported that the County Council added a proviso to this year’s solid waste budget that requires a study of waste conversion technologies and waste export.  SWAC wrote a letter to the Council expressing concern about the $400,000 cost of the study, but Jean feels the study will provide useful information.  Jean was asked if the study would delay the Comp Plan update.  She said no, because the study report is due by July.  MSWMAC recently approved a Governance Report, prepared by a staff group that analyzes issues related to cities’ interlocal agreements.  The only firm recommendation in the report is for MSWMAC to replace RPC as the Solid Waste Interlocal Forum.  (Letter to the County is Attachment 5 to these minutes.)
2. Update from SWAC
Joan McGilton, Chair, SCA/SWAC Caucus, explained that SWAC is an advisory committee convened by ordinance and required by State law.  Solid Waste Advisory Committee includes King County community reps, haulers, businesses, electeds and staff. None of the current solid waste collected by King County is exported.  In contrast, the City of Seattle ahs been exporting municipal solid waste for many years.  Last year about one million tons of solid waste was disposed of at Cedar Hills.  Cedar Hills Landfill may have better than an 8 year extended life.  The current recycle rate in the county system is 43%.
3. Solid Waste, Parks Levy, Public Health
John Wise, Chair, SCA/RPC Caucus, reported on the issues now before RPC.  Solid Waste discussion is on the agenda for the next RPC meeting.  This includes incineration.  John invited all interested parties to attend the meeting.  Parks Levy expires in 2008 and will be on the ballot for extension.  RPC members are interested in SCA’s Public Health Funding language.  When asked why Public Health would be of interest to RPC, John replied that RPC acts as oversight for some aspects of Public Health.  
4. Incorporating TDRs into Plans (Transfer of Development Rights)
Hubner briefed the PIC on policies under discussion at the regional and state levels on transfer of development rights. Cascade Land Conservancy is promoting TDRs as a tool for protecting rural, resource, and valuable habitat lands. PSRC is considering a policy encouraging use of TDRs in Vision 2020 update.  Several bills are in play in the legislature that deal with TDRs.  Concern of cities that regional/state policies on TDRs allow for local discretion and that they not undermine local TDR programs, such as Redmond's. SCA caucus to the GMPB will continue to monitor this issue and bring it back to PIC should an SCA policy position be needed.

5. Transportation Update-Destination 2030
Pam Carter, PSRC TPB member, reported that a regional transportation commission may help with problems of overlap of interest.  This ties to a commission of the Governor to find a way to fix regional governance and finance.  A January report proposed another layer to take over all that PSRC, Sound Transit and Regional Transit, also.  Sonny Putter commented that it is a mess, but there may be a good idea in the base.  There is badly fragmented decision making on transportation.  It was suggested that this topic may be worth discussing at a larger forum.
6. Six Year Plan
Bob Ransom explained that he was unable to attend the RTC meeting but has reviewed the packet.  There were six very broad goals as a part of the long range framework.  They still lack measurability.  Pam Carter said the framework was written in 1993 and goals are listed separately from objectives with a separate list of policies.  Committee members have suggested reworking this document.  
7. BNSF/Port Exchange
Pam Carter reported that the Transportation Policy Board recommended approval of the BNSF corridor study and its recommendations.  The over all recommendation is to preserve the 42 mile eastside rail corridor for public use.  The recommendation for the Renton to Woodinville segment is a multi-purpose trail for the first 10 years after which rail use for high capacity transit will be considered.  The recommendation for the Woodinville to Snohomish River section is to continue existing freight use, offer use to the Spirit of Washington Dinner train, and explore the possibility of joint trail use next to rail operations.  The spur segment from Redmond up to Woodinville is proposed for trail in the southern section for short-term and high capacity transit in the long-term.  The dinner train would be able to move its operation to Woodinville and operate between the winery district and the City of Snohomish.  A special provision in state law allows PSRC and Sound Transit to protect the King County corridor segments for high capacity transit.  
There is concern that wherever rail is pulled and trails designated it will be impossible to go back to rail.  There may be opportunity for an SCA support position as a multi-modal system.  This is a desperately needed transportation corridor and the first step should be to preserve the corridor.  
8. Regional Water Supply Policy Review
Bill Peloza reported that the sewer rates of $27.95 will remain the same through 2008 but will be reexamined for 2009-2011.  The Capacity Charge for 2007 is $42 and will rise to $50 in 2008 and also be reexamined for 2009-2011.  
Metropolitan Water pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (MWPAAC) meets on Feb 22 with King County Finance to start the review process for the 2009-2011 charges.  He suggests a briefing at the March 21 PIC meeting as Executive Sims will make a decision on the recommended rates in April.
9. Support for increase in State Housing Trust Fund

John Wise asked that SCA member cities support the work of the Committee to End Homelessness by supporting legislation that supports all types of affordable housing; would help to create housing for the homeless and very low-income individuals through a proposed legislative increase in the Housing Trust Fund to $200 million for this biennium.
Background:   In recent years, the Trust Fund amount was around $80 million.  It was changed two years ago to $100 million.  Last year it was increased to $121 million, although a significant part of that increase was due to reallocation of other existing housing dollars.  The Governor's current budget is $140 million.  There seems to be significant support in the legislature for $200 million.  The amount that goes for homeless housing varies depending on the extent to which the various counties are focusing their efforts on homelessness, but in any event it supports a mix of low income (often minimum wage workforce) housing that keeps people from becoming homeless as well as programs that help people leave homelessness. 

	
	· Reports

1. Small Cities Subcommittee
Katrina Asay reported that the Small Cities Subcommittee talked bout how different cities managed through the various storms through the fall.  The agreed that all cities have work to do on the process.
2. Executive Director’s Report
Karen Goroski pointed out the calendar for 2007 and asked for suggestions for dinner speakers.

	
	· Other
· For the good of the order
1. Bob Ransom mentioned HB 1858 on transportation was worth looking into.  With $20 million in motor vehicle tax for transportation, this is a potential source of funds. 
2. Ed Pina suggested it was time to dust off and take a look at Urban Subsidy as the cost of services is less than the dollars collected in unincorporated areas.
3. Rosemarie Ives suggested any city considering hosting a tent city be aware of Redmond’s situation where the Hearing examiner objected to the Planning Director’s authority to issue a permit.  
4. SCA Networking Dinner Feb 28th at the Doubletree in Tukwila
5. Next meeting is March 21 at Renton.  (Moved to avoid the conflict with NLC)

	
	· Adjourn
Meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm.  


Attachment 1 to the February 21, 2007 PIC Minutes

Roll Call –Public Issues Meeting February 21, 2007
	City
	Representative
	Alternate
	Other
	Staff

	Algona
	Dave Hill
	Lynda Osborn
	
	

	Auburn
	Pete Lewis
	Sue Singer
	Bill Peloza
	

	Beaux Arts
	
	
	
	

	Black Diamond
	
	
	
	

	Bothell
	Patrick Ewing
	Joshua Freed
	
	

	Burien
	Sally Nelson
	Lucy Krakowiak
	Joan McGilton
	Lisa Clausen

	Carnation
	Laurie Clinton
	
	
	

	Clyde Hill
	George Martin
	
	
	

	Covington
	Jim Scott
	Jeff Wagner
	
	

	Des Moines
	Ed Pina
	Susan White
	
	

	Duvall
	Jeffrey Possinger
	Keith Breinholt
	
	

	Enumclaw
	John Wise
	
	
	

	Federal Way
	Linda Kochmar
	Dean McColgan
	
	

	Hunts Point
	
	
	
	

	Issaquah
	Ava Frisinger
	Eileen Barber
	
	

	Kenmore
	David Baker
	
	
	

	Kent
	Suzette Cooke
	Tim Clark
	
	Larry Blanchard

	Kirkland
	Mary-Alyce Burleigh
	Dave Asher
	
	

	Lake Forest Pk
	Sandy Koppenol
	Dave Hutchinson
	
	

	Maple Valley
	Glenn Smith
	
	
	

	Medina
	
	
	
	

	Mercer Island
	Jim Pearman
	Bryan Cairns
	
	

	Milton
	Katrina Asay
	Mark Beaudry
	
	

	Newcastle
	Sonny Putter
	Jean Garber
	
	

	Normandy Pk
	Stuart Creighton
	George Hadley
	
	

	North Bend
	Ross Loudenback
	Jonathan Rosen
	
	

	Pacific
	Dawn Drury
	Nicole Hagestad
	
	

	Redmond
	Rosemarie Ives
	Nancy McCormick
	
	

	Renton
	Dan Clawson
	Kathy Keolker
	
	

	Sammamish
	Nancy Whitten
	Michelle Petitti
	
	

	SeaTac
	Ralph Shape
	Terry Anderson
	
	

	Shoreline
	Robert Ransom
	Rich Gustafson 
	Ron Hansen
	Joyce Nichols

	Skykomish
	Henry Sladek
	
	
	

	Snoqualmie
	Jeff MacNichols
	Kingston Wall
	
	

	Tukwila
	Steve Mullet
	Pam Linder
	Pam Carter
	

	Woodinville
	Cathy VonWald
	Mike Roskind
	
	

	Yarrow Point
	
	
	
	

	SCA
	
	
	
	Karen Goroski

Alice Neiffer

Michael Hubner

	
	
	
	
	

	King County
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SCA Public Issues Committee Operating Policies

Approved by the Public Issues Committee January 19, 2005

A. Role and Responsibilities of SCA Public Issues Committee 
1. Standing or Temporary Committees, General.  The Board, by resolution duly adopted by a majority of the directors present at a meeting at which a quorum is present, may designate and appoint one or more standing or temporary committees.  Such committees shall have and exercise the authority of the directors in the management of the corporation, subject to such limitations as may be prescribed by the Board; except, that no committee shall have the authority to:  (a) amend, alter or repeal these Bylaws; (b) elect, appoint or remove any member of any other committee or any director or officer of the corporation; (c) amend the Articles of Incorporation; (d) adopt a plan of merger or consolidation with another corporation; (e) authorize a sale, lease or exchange of all or substantially all of the property and assets of the corporation not within the ordinary course of business; (f) authorize the voluntary dissolution of the corporation or revoke proceedings therefore; (g) adopt a plan for the distribution of the assets of the corporation; and (h) amend, alter or repeal any resolution of the Board or membership that by its terms provides that it shall not be amended, altered or repealed by a committee.  The designation or appointment of any such committee and delegation thereto of authorities shall not operate to relieve the Board or any individual director of any responsibility imposed upon it, him or her by law.  Only members in good standing may be represented on any committee of the Board.

2. Public Issues Committee.  There shall be a Public Issues Committee which shall review and evaluate policy positions and recommend to the Board what, if any, action should be taken on such policy positions.

3. Regional Committee Appointments shall be recommended to the Board by December 15th each year.  A nominating committee consisting of representatives of members in good standing shall be appointed by the previous Chair to recommend appointments to the committee. 

Appointees to major regional committees shall be selected from among elected officials otherwise qualified to serve in such positions, in accordance with the terms of the enabling documents creating such boards and committees.  Appointees shall represent the positions of all the suburban cities.  Equitable geographic distribution shall be considered in recommending appointments to the Board of Directors.

Suburban cities within King County who are not members of the Association may make recommendations to the nominating committee and be appointed to regional committees.

B. Manner of Acting
1. Membership shall consist of one representative and one alternate from each member city.  Each representative or alternate must hold an elective office in the city or town they represent.

2. Resignation.  Any member of any committee may resign at any time by delivering written notice to the President or the chairperson of such committee, or by giving oral or written notice at any meeting of such committee.  Any such resignation will take effect at the time specified therein, or if a time is not specified, upon delivery thereof and, unless otherwise specified therein, the acceptance of such resignation shall not be necessary to make it effective.
3. Vacancies on the committee are to be filled immediately by the member city responsible for the vacancy. 
4. Committee Leadership shall be a Chair and Vice-chair elected by the committee.  Chair may serve one year term with two term maximum. The Chair shall establish the agenda in advance of each meeting in conjunction with the Executive Director.  The Chair shall appoint subcommittees as needed.

5. Regular Meetings shall be held monthly

6. Quorum.  Fifty-one percent of the members of the committee, represented in person, shall constitute a quorum at a meeting of the committee.  If less than a quorum of the members is represented at a meeting, a majority of the members so represented may adjourn the meeting.  The vote of two thirds (2/3) represented in person at a meeting at which a quorum is present shall be necessary for the advancement of a public policy position to the Board.
7. Special Meetings may be called by the Chair of the committee or at the request of the Board in an emergency situation.  Single issue emergency meetings may be held by conference call. 

8. Agenda Development. 

· Issues shall be sent to the SCA Executive Director by any committee member or SCA delegation to any regional or county board, committee or task force to be placed on the agenda.  Items for the agenda must be in the SCA office 10 days prior to the meeting based on the required format:

a. Identify issue

b. Identify the sponsor

c. State what staff the sponsor can dedicate to the issue

d. Why is this issue important to suburban cities

e. Identify other entities that may partner with SCA on the issue

· Outside issues from other organizations must be brought forward by a PIC member acting in a sponsorship capacity and who would bring the outside entity for a presentation to the PIC.
9. Process for Hearing an Issue.

· Issues will be heard at one regularly scheduled meeting for discussion and may return no sooner than the next regularly scheduled meeting for action.  Resources for the development of the issue will be provided by the interested cities.  A unanimous vote of those present at a regularly scheduled meeting may declare an issue an emergency and the issue may be discussed and voted upon at the same meeting.
· Issues are heard one month for discussion, coming back the next month for action
· Issue funding will come from the interested cities

· Emergency Issues - If not immediately addressing a policy issue renders SCA unable to take a position on a timely basis, 85% of those present at a regularly scheduled meeting may declare an issue an emergency and the issue may be discussed and voted upon at the same meeting.
· Sub-committees, appointed by the Chair will be made up of cities declaring an interest in the issue


10. Agenda Structure

· Order of Business

a. First on the agenda will be the action items (having been discussed at the prior meeting)

b. Second on the agenda will be discussion items (new items being brought forward)

c. Third, Regional Committee Reports will be called for.  A time limit of 3 minutes per report will be encouraged.

d. Fourth, Other Business

C. General 

· Communications will all funnel electronically through the SCA office, including submissions to agendas, back-up materials, meeting notices

· Meetings will probably be evening meetings but not dinner meetings

· There will be no proxy voting
· Meetings are open to the public
Attachment 3 to the February 21, 2007 PIC Minutes
position on Vision 2020+20 Update: multicounty planning policies

SCA Public Issues Committee Meeting 2/21/07

Background

The Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) is updating Vision 2020, the long-range growth, economic, and transportation strategy for the 4-county central Puget Sound region. The updated Vision 2020+20 will contain policies designed to support a desired pattern of population and job growth in the region through 2040. The Multicounty Planning Policies (MPPs) provide a regional framework and guidance for other regional plans, for Countywide Planning Policies, and for local comprehensive plans. MPPs also guide PSRC programmatic decisions, such as plan certification and project evaluation for funding. MPPs address a number of topic areas in the Vision 2020+20 update, with policy chapters covering the environment, development patterns, economic development, transportation, and public services. 

The Growth Management Policy Board (GMPB) began discussion of the staff recommended package of updated MPPs on November 9, 2006. On February 8, 2007, the GMPB recommended to the PSRC Executive Board a Vision 2020+20 update package that includes a Preferred Growth Alternative for the region along with updated MPPs. On March 22, the Executive Board is scheduled to take action to release the Vision update package for analysis and public comment in a supplemental draft environmental impact statement. The public comment period is scheduled for early summer 2007. Final approval of the Vision update is scheduled to occur through policy board action in fall 2007, followed by final adoption by the PSRC General Assembly in 2008.

During fall 2007, the SCA caucus on GMPB, with assistance from staff representing suburban cities on the PSRC Regional Staff Committee, developed a proposed position on Multicounty Planning Policies. The caucus introduced the position statement at the Public Issues Committee on November 8 and it was forwarded to the next meeting without amendment.

The Vision update package approved February 8 by the GMPB can by viewed on the PSRC website at the following link: http://www.psrc.org/boards/gmpb/agendapacket020807.pdf. Questions or comments about the proposed SCA policy position on Multicounty Planning Policies may be directed to Michael Hubner, Suburban Cities Association, by phone at (253) 856-5443 or by email at mhubner@ci.kent.wa.us. 

Position Statement

SCA adopts the following position on adoption of revised Multicounty Planning Policies by the Puget Sound Regional Council. The position statements are intended to provide general guidance to PSRC policy board representatives of SCA as they develop more specific regional policies and action items as part of the Vision 2020+20 update.

Roles and responsibilities. The Vision 2020+20 update should be specific about the expected roles and responsibilities of countywide planning bodies, counties, cities, other governmental agencies, and the PSRC itself in implementing the regional vision and substantive policies. Specifically, prior to approval by GMPB, the PSRC should clarify the potential impacts of MPPs with respect to 1) comprehensive plan certification, 2) funding decisions, including allocation of federal transportation dollars, 3) and legal requirements for consistent planning under the Growth Management Act.

Local discretion. Vision 2020+20 should recognize explicitly the importance of local discretion in implementing the regional growth strategy and MPPs within counties and cities. As alternatives to new requirements, the Vision update should emphasize incentives, promotion of best practices, and regional dialogue and coordination in order to help local governments make decisions that reflect the regional vision while being consistent with local needs. 

Better coordination. Vision 2020+20 should provide a framework for improved coordination of land use, transportation, and economic development planning and plan implementation in the region.

Consistency with current vision. MPPs should support a pattern of regional growth that is focused within existing Urban Growth Areas and reinforces the urban centers strategy established in the existing Vision 2020 document.

Promote desired tools and outcomes. MPPs should promote quality communities, environmentally sustainable development, design standards, and innovative programs.

Local discretion on residential densities. MPPs must respect local discretion in zoning for future jobs and housing. While SCA would support policies that call for transit supportive land uses and densities where appropriate, SCA opposes any policy that would impose a uniform minimum urban residential density. 

Local discretion on planning for healthy communities. SCA supports the concept of healthy communities. However, Vision 2020+20 must recognize local discretion in planning for land uses and infrastructure improvements that are associated with increased physical activity and other public health benefits. 

Funding for key infrastructure. Successful implementation of the regional growth vision contained in Vision 2020+20 is dependent on the timely provision of key infrastructure—including transportation and a range of urban services and utilities—to serve that growth. MPPs should provide a framework not only for coordinated infrastructure planning but also for securing necessary funding.

Focused transportation investments. MPPs should prioritize transportation investments in locations that are the focus for future population and job growth, including urban growth areas, cities, and, in particular, designated urban centers in both Metropolitan Cities and Core Suburban Cities.

Funding for smaller cities. Smaller suburban cities, while not a preferred location for a major portion of the region’s growth through 2040, nevertheless will see significant new population and employment. These jurisdictions therefore should get an appropriate share of regional transportation dollars.

Promote desirable transportation outcomes. MPPs should promote transit-supportive land uses as well as regional and local infrastructure improvements that reduce dependency on the single-occupancy vehicle, reduce air and water pollution, use energy efficiently, and reduce congestion.

Local discretion on concurrency. MPPs should promote best practices and regional coordination on transportation concurrency, while also respecting the discretion of cities in establishing local levels-of-service and concurrency methods and standards. 
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SCA 2007 Regional Public Policy Issues 
PIC Schedule of Work 

(Listed by Regional boards and Committees)
	ISSUE

Issues listed came from the SCA Caucus Orientation on 1/3/07 
	First Date for Discussion by Board/ Committee
	Date of Anticipated Vote by Board/ Committee
	First  SCA/PIC

Discussion
	Earliest

PIC

Action
	Comments about the issue

	FEBRUARY 21, 2007 

Including items scheduled for the cancelled meeting of 

JANUARY 10, 2007

	Vision 2020+20 Update

(Maintain Local Discretion in Implementing MPPs)

(Growth Management Policy Board)
(PSRC Executive Board)


	Jan, 2007


	March, 2007
	November, 2006
	Jan 10, 2007
	The current schedule calls for the Growth Management Policy Board to spend January developing a recommendation package for action in February.

	Transportation Policies in Vision 2020+20
(Transportation Policy Board)
Vision 2020 +20 (Coordinate with TPB)

(PSRC Executive Board)
	
	Jan, 2007
	
	
	TPB is schedule to give an "action to proceed" in this January.

In March, the Executive Board will be asked to take action to proceed with releasing a draft set of revised multi-county planning policies and a preferred growth alternative for public review and comment.  Following the public review period, which is scheduled for Summer 2007, comments received will be provided back to the Boards.  At that time, work will commence on crafting final language for the VISION Update document that will ultimately be presented to the General Assembly for its consideration and adoption in spring 2008.  

	Transportation Update – Destination 2030

(PSRC Executive Board)
	January, 2007


	General Assembly will vote in April
	
	
	The Transportation Policy Board approved the 2007 update and it will be sent to the Executive Board this month and then to the General Assembly in April.  The next update to the plan is scheduled for 2010.



	Six Year Plan
(Regional Transit Committee)

	February, 2007
	
	
	
	In February and March the committee will establish the scope of the 2008-2013 plan with the Transit Division. As the plan is under development by the Transit Division during the year there will be additional discussions at the RTC and then the Executive plans to transmit a proposed plan for the RTC to review in the fourth quarter.

	BSNF/port Exchange

(Transportation Policy Board)

BNSF/Port Exchange
(PSRC Executive Board)
	Feb, 2007
	Feb, 2007
	
	
	The recommendations on uses for the BNSF right-of-way are coming to the Transportation Policy Board in February, and will be forwarded to the Executive Board in February (assuming they take action as proposed).

While the actual exchange is not scheduled for review or discussion by PSRC, the recommendations on uses for the BNSF right-of-way are coming to the Transportation Policy Board in February, and will be forwarded to the Executive Board in February (assuming they take action as proposed).



	Incorporating TDRs into plans

(Growth Management Policy Board)
	
	
	
	
	

	RWSP Policy Review - Including Capacity Charges
(Regional Water Quality Committee)
	April/May, 2007
	Legislation on 
annual rate must 
be passed by 
July, 2007.    


	
	
	Policy FP-12 calls for King County to charge its customers sewer rates and capacity charges sufficient to cover the costs of constructing and operating its wastewater system.  Revenues are to be sufficient to maintain capital assets in sound working condition, providing for maintenance and rehabilitation of facilities so that total system costs are minimized while continuing to provide reliable, high quality service and maintaining high water quality standards.  In addition, the amount of the capacity charge shall be a uniform charge, to be approved annually and shall not exceed the cost of capital facilities necessary to serve new customers.

The RWQC is not referred rate and capacity charge legislation, but sets financial policies in the RWSP.

In 2006, when setting the 2007 rate the Council revised the Executive’s proposal by reducing the monthly rate and adjusting the capacity charge to a higher rate based on the latest 30-year capital program estimates.   

2007 Task:Review the Executive’s proposal for annual rate and capacity charge.  Comment/advise the Council as compelled.  Rate and capacity charge legislation is typically transmitted to Council in April.  A briefing should tentatively be planned for the committee.  

	Solid Waste
(Regional Policy Committee)
	Feb, 2007
	
	
	
	

	Parks Levy

(Regional Policy Committee)
	Feb, 2007
	
	
	
	

	Public Health
(Regional Policy Committee)
	Feb, 2007
	
	
	
	

	Charter Review Update

(Regional Policy Committee)
	
	November, 2007
	
	
	

	Support for increase in State Housing Trust Fund

(Committee to End Homelessness)

	
	
	Feb. 21,2007
	March 21, 2007
	$40 Million increase in Governor’s budget

	MARCH 21, 2007



	RTID/ST2 Ballot Measures
(Transportation Policy Board)

Regional Transportation Governance
(PSRC Executive Board)
	
	
	
	
	As this is a legislative issue, the Executive Board will take this up as needed throughout the legislative session.  The Transportation Policy Board will be briefed on the legislative actions.

The Sound Transit Board is scheduled to adopt the ST2 Proposal in January and RTID is supposed to finalize their list by April.  Sometime this spring (possibly as late as June) the Executive Board will need to certify that ST2 is consistent with Destination.  We're still working on the exact timing with Sound Transit and they are currently producing review material to support the certification.  PSRC has no official role in the RTID proposal.

	Transit Now Implementation
(Regional Transit Committee)
	
	
	
	
	It appears that the RTC's involvement with Transit Now implementation will occur within the context of the new Six-Year Plan development. It's possible that the Executive may be planning some 2007 Transit Now actions that would trigger a need for new or revised policies (e.g. entering into transit partnership service agreements with cities or employers) and RTC involvement on a faster track than the Six-Year Plan adoption process. 

	Fare Policies (Fare Box Recovery)
(Regional Transit Committee)


	May, 2007


	Fare Policies (Fare Box Recovery)
	
	
	The farebox recovery target of 25% is a financial policy. The RTC reviews the financial policies every year. This year they are scheduled for transmittal in May. 

	EMS Levy
(Regional Policy Committee)
	March, 2007
	
	
	
	

	Veteran/Human Services
(Regional Policy Committee)
	March, 2007
	
	
	
	

	Address Rate Increases

(Solid Waste Advisory Committee)
	Jan. 19, 2007
	
	
	
	The proposed increase is system-wide, not by facility, and is intended to go into effect in 2008.  It would be the division's first rate increase since 1999.

	Review  Transfer and Waste Export Plan 

(Solid Waste Advisory Committee)
	July, 2007
	
	
	
	

	Cedar Hills

(Solid Waste Advisory Committee)
	Feb 16, 2007
	
	
	
	The report will focus on options for extending the life of the Cedar Hills Landfill beyond the current projected closure date of 2016. The initial discussion will focus on the outline for the report and will take place at  the February 16th meeting. 

	WTE Technologies

(Solid Waste Advisory Committee)
	Jan 19, 2007
	
	
	
	WTE technologies are alternative disposal methods to landfilling waste. WTE includes, but is not limited to, technologies such as incineration. The scope of work will be discussed at SWAC's meeting on Jan. 19th. 
SWAC could choose to vote on the scope of work with or without changes or on the development of the report itself.  

	APRIL, 2007



	RWSP Policy Review - Including Capacity Charges
(Regional Water Quality Committee)
	May, 2007
	Dec, 2007
	
	
	

	Reclaimed Water Oversight
(Regional Water Quality Committee)
	May, Oct, 2007
	December, 2007
	
	
	Per the revised RWSP policies, WTD is working on a reclaimed water feasibility study to be transmitted to the Council and RWQC in December 2007.   A consultant is currently being retained to conduct the study. The “scope of work” for the feasibility study calls for interviews and work with electeds and component agencies in the course of preparing study and report.

	Any Brightwater Specific Discussions
(Regional Water Quality Committee)
	
	
	
	
	Continue to monitor permitting and construction of the treatment plant, conveyance and outfall.  Council, via budget proviso has directed hiring of a consultant to provide independent oversight and monitoring of the treatment plan, conveyance facilities and marine outfall elements of the Brightwater project. The consultant was expected to make quarterly reports to RWQC and Budget and Fiscal Management Committees tied to completion of major design phases.  The consultant provided scope, schedule and budget review for major Brightwater project phase submittals.  At this point, the project has completed the design phase and components, starting with the site preparation and environmental mitigation at the treatment site and the tunnel construction 

In addition to this independent oversight, the council's 2007 budget funds a new function within the King County Auditor's office to oversee King County's large capital construction projects, with the mission of controlling cost overruns and unforeseen expansion of project scopes, schedules and budgets. The office will be a pilot project for 2007.  It will reside in the oversight and performance assurance section within the King County Auditor's office, which is an independent agency of the legislative branch.  The office will be staffed by two term-limited employees overseeing the work of expert consultants who will provide independent oversight and performance assurance on four priority capital projects, including the Brightwater project.  The office will also evaluate county-mandated procurement practices.  It is not known yet how this additional oversight might be integrated into progress reports to the RWQC.

Continue to monitor project progress via briefings from consultant and executive staff.  Briefings tentatively scheduled quarterly.  A cost update is expected in the second quarter

	MAY, 2007



	Smart Card Implementation

(Regional Transit Committee)
	June, 2007
	
	
	
	The Executive plans to transmit fare policy legislation in June but that will likely focus on changes needed for Smart Card implementation

	Potential Annexation Areas

(Growth Management Planning Council)
	June, 2007
	
	
	
	Clean up the boundaries of the PAAs and areas claimed by more than one city

	Adoption of Buildable Lands Report

(Growth Management Planning Council)
	June, 2007
	
	
	
	Be sure the statutory requirement is met  and is defensible and report is a bottom up product that reflects SCA perspectives and realities on the ground

	Extension of Component Agency Contracts
(Regional Water Quality Committee)
	
	Dec, 2007
	
	
	As noted, in various venues, the lack of contract extensions is affecting the rate and capacity charge as King County undertakes significant borrowing (for Brightwater construction and other major projects) at less than ideal bond term lengths.   The suburban caucus has indicated its interest in monitoring the status of agency contract renewals/extensions.

	JUNE, 2007



	Plan “B” if RTID Ballot Measure Fails
(Growth Management Policy Board)
	
	
	
	
	

	Linking Transportation to Economic Development
(Economic Development District Board)


	
	
	
	
	EDD can certainly explore ways to make transportation a more active component of the Regional Economic Strategy.  It already is a central piece of the puzzle and the EDD staff is continuing to follow the work that PSRC’s transportation staff is doing on this connected issue.  

	Creating Opportunities for Economic Partnerships for Suburban Cities
(Economic Development District Board)


	
	
	
	
	The EDD staff has not been approached by their board members regarding this issue.  They would like to have more of a discussion with their board regarding direction and meaning on this issue before deciding a course to pursue.  

	Develop Safeguards for the Interests of SCA Members

(Economic Development District Board)


	
	
	
	
	

	JULY, 2007



	Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan

(Solid Waste Advisory Committee)
	
	
	
	
	The Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan is required by state law and county code. It is the guiding policy document for the regional solid waste system. Discussions will take place every month for the next year or more on many issues including the subject of the 3 reports: recycling, extending the life of Cedar Hills and Conversion  -  aka Waste to Energy  -  technologies (WTE includes, but is not limited to, incineration).  The division will bring the outlines for each of the 3 reports to SWAC for review and approval, as well as the draft reports. The reports will inform the update of the Comp Plan. For example, the recycling report will look at options for increasing the current recycling rate of 43% as well as how we want to measure the recycling rate. The Comp Plan will then include recommendations based on the results of the analysis of the options and the input from SWAC, MSWMAC, the haulers, etc.

	Recycling Strategies

(Solid Waste Advisory Committee)
	June, 2006
	
	
	
	

	AUGUST, 2007



	Six Year Plan
(Regional Transit Committee)


	Sept, 2007
	
	
	
	In February and March the committee will establish the scope of the 2008-2013 plan with the Transit Division. As the plan is under development by the Transit Division during the year there will be additional discussions at the RTC and then the Executive plans to transmit a proposed plan for the RTC to review in the fourth quarter.

	Airport Capacity 

(Transportation Policy Board)
 (PSRC Executive Board)
	Oct, 2007
	
	
	
	The State is not scheduled to complete its study until 2009.  The Transportation Policy and Executive boards will be briefed on the how the study is going in either late 2007 or 2008.  

	SEPTEMBER, 2007



	OCTOBER, 2007

	NOVEMBER, 2007

	DECEMBER, 2007

	NOT YET ASSIGNED

	Jail Issues
(Regional Policy Committee)
	
	
	
	
	

	Annexations
(Regional Policy Committee)
	
	
	
	
	

	Committee to End Homelessness
(Regional Policy Committee)
	
	
	
	
	

	Oversight of Brightwater

(Regional Water Quality Committee)
	
	
	
	
	

	Tax Revenue Sources
(Regional Transit Committee)
	

	
	
	
	The Executive plans to transmit fare policy legislation in June but that will likely focus on changes needed for Smart Card implementation

	Choosing the housing projects to be funded with Consortium’s money 

King County Consortium Joint Recommendations Committee for CDBG (JRC)
	
	
	
	
	

	Explain the implications of the 2006 Fair Housing Action Plan to cities

(JRC)
	
	
	
	
	

	Choosing the public improvements and non-profit community facilities to be funded with the Consortium’s money

King County Consortium Joint Recommendations Committee for CDBG (JRC)
	
	
	
	
	

	Continuity of Operations Planning and Continuity of Government (COOP/COG)

(Emergency Management Advisory Committee)
	
	
	
	
	Keeping the functions and leadership of government functioning when disaster strikes

	Communications

(Emergency Management Advisory Committee)
	
	
	
	
	

	Public Education/Citizen Preparedness

(Emergency Management Advisory Committee)
	
	
	
	
	

	Emergency Planning

(King County Board of Health)
	
	
	
	
	

	Health Care Access

(King County Board of Health)
	
	
	
	
	

	Obesity

(King County Board of Health)
	
	
	
	
	

	Support for affordable housing for the homeless

(Committee to End Homelessness)
	
	
	
	
	

	Support for programs that end the release of mentally ill, jailed, and children in foster care into homelessness

(Committee to End Homelessness)
	
	
	
	
	

	Alternatives to D.A.R.E.
(Regional Law Safety & Justice Committee)
	
	
	
	
	

	Regional communication on crimes that typically cross jurisdictions
(Regional Law, Safety and Justice Committee)
	
	
	
	
	

	Jail space coordination among suburban cities and King County
(Regional Law, Safety and Justice Committee)
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February 1, 2007

Honorable King County Councilmembers,

At SWACs January 19, 2007 meeting, we learned that the Metropolitan King County
Council placed a proviso on the Solid Waste Division’s 2007 budget requiring analysis of

the feasibility of waste to energy as an alternative to landfilling.

Ordinance 14971, sponsored by Councilmembers Ferguson, Lambert and Patterson and
former Councilmembers Edmonds and Irons provided the framework for the waste export
planning process in which SWAC and the Metropolitan Solid Waste Management
Advisory Committee (MSWMAC) have been engaged for the past two years. The
ordinance is based upon policy decisions carried forward that "rejected development of a

new landfill in King County or incinerating the county's waste”.

While SWAC members have concerns about an analysis of this subject as part of the
Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan update, we would like to express even
greater concern that the proviso requirements have resulted in significant costs to the

atepayers.

We also think the cost of the waste to energy analysis s disproportionate when compared
o the cost of analyses being performed on other technical issucs to be addressed in the
Comp Plan. The nearly $400,000 is almost twice the amount originally budgeted by the

Solid Waste Division for analysis of all disposal options. While we understand the value

»f looking at all disposal options, we believe it is important to also be mindful of how

atepayers’ money is used.

For more detail regarding SWAC’s discussion of the waste to cnergy study, please see

he attached draft meeting minutes at lines 120 to 231.
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SWAC appreciates your consideration of our input and looks forward to continuing to

work with King County on planning for the future solid waste system.

Sincerely,

AU (Vv\amm
arolyn Artifanini, Chair

Attachment

cc: Honorable Ron Sims, King County Exccutive
Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee
Theresa Jennings, Director, King County Solid Waste Division
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