
[image: image1.png]



SCA Public Issues Committee Minutes 
July 11, 2007 – 7:00PM Renton City Hall

	
	· Welcome, Roll Call and Introduction of Guests
PIC Chair, Mary-Alyce Burleigh, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  22 cities were represented.  (Attachment 1 to these minutes) Guests were welcomed and introduced.  

	MSP
	· Approval of Minutes
To approve the minutes of the June 20, 2007 PIC meeting.  

	
	· Review and Comments on the Housing Study Session
Larry Springer, Representative from the 41st District, Eric Faison, Councilmember from Federal Way and Michael Hubner, SCA Buildable Lands Manager presented a one hour study session on the crisis of housing affordability.  Larry explained the average middle income family can not afford to purchase a house in any area where jobs are.  People are commuting to King County from as far as Yakima, Orting and Cle Elum.  The issue has caught the attention of the legislature and the governor as well as builders, realtors and city planners.  He talked about the nexus between transportation, housing and education.  Michael talked about the good and bad news in cities meeting their housing targets.  Eric talked about creating a tool kit approach for cities to use in meeting housing targets.  Karen asked if SCA should establish a task force to identify issues.  AWC will look to SCA to help identify policies useful to cities. 

	MSP

MSP

MSP

MSP
MSP
MSP
MSP
	· Potential Action Items

1. EMS/Medic One Levy
Mary-Alyce Burleigh explained that according to Robert’s Rules of Order, the previous motion on this subject expired.  The proposed new motion reflects the actions of the King County Council.  
To bring the following motion back to PIC as soon as the next meeting for possible action:

“To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA support Ordinance 15861 as adopted by the Metropolitan King County Council related to the funding and provision of Medic One emergency medical services and which imposes a levy of regular property tax for six years at a rate of $.0.30 or less in conjunction with Ordinance 15862 as adopted by the Metropolitan King County Council which provides financial policies for the emergency medical services fund including an annual audit and creates an emergency medical services task force that included four seats appointed by SCA.”

2. Maple Valley Donut Hole
Anthony Hemstad, City Manager of Maple Valley gave a brief update on what has happened since last month.  The King County Council approved allowing Executive Sims to enter into direct negotiations between King County and the developer for sale or swap of the zoned rural land located within the city limits of Maple Valley.  Anthony explained that most cities will not have a “donut hole”, but may have border property that could lead to similar development issues.  Language was added discuss annexation in the future.
Michael Hubner pointed out that as the motion for SCA support is written its use may be limited and may be rejected as a procedural impossibility.  Michael, Anthony and Jean Garber worked on the wording, which was accepted as a friendly amendment by Maple Valley Mayor Laure Iddings. 

To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA take the following position: Cities are the proper provider of urban services and planning for urban growth within their boundaries. SCA therefore urges King County to enter into negotiations with all cities that have “donut” holes – urban or rural – and work toward quick annexation of these anomalies.  As the Maple Valley “donut hole” is rural today, another urban island should not be created.  SCA urges King County to negotiate with Maple Valley to ensure that annexation of the donut hole occurs as soon as possible upon urban designation and that permitting of any development of this property occurs under city jurisdiction.
3. Affirmation of the historical positions regarding the King County Charter)
Sonny Putter led the discussion on the list of four main points to be presented to the King County Charter Review Commission (CRC) as possible recommendations from SCA for consideration as the CRC composes their recommendations to the voters.  Each point was discussed and approved individually.
To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA send the following four recommendations to the King County Charter Review Committee:

1. Change the charter review process so that the recommendations of the commission must be submitted to the voters as drafted by the commission.  This new provision will strengthen the role of the charter review commission.  It will guarantee that the work of the commission will be reviewed by the voters.

2. Give the citizens the right to amend the charter through the citizen initiative process by means of a super majority vote.  This option creates a more responsive government which allows the public to submit charter amendments to the voters through the initiative process.

3. Separate the county regional budget from the local service budget.  Currently, there is confusion and frustration generated by the complex revenue and expenditure stream.  Adding language which separates the regional from local budgets would empower citizens to understand the county government and assure that past conflicts with local municipal governments would be reduced.

4. Maintain the regional committees of the Metropolitan King County Council with the following modifications:
· Eliminate dual referrals

· Committees will select their chair from among their membership

· Add budget authority over the enterprise funds of transit and water quality to the respective Regional Committee’s scope of work

· Specify that each regional committee shall have final authority over their yearly work plan

4. Sub Area Boundaries
To table this topic to the next meeting.


	
	· Presentations/Updates

1. Update on the Regional Housing Study Working Group
No additional report.  An update was included in the Affordable Housing  Study Session.
2. BSN rails to trails/swap update (RPC)
John Wise reported on the status of the King County Connections for Our Future package which originally included King County negotiating the terms of sale for the eastside 42 mile rail corridor/ right-of-way between Renton and Snohomish currently owned by BNSF.  Then the Port of Seattle would acquire the right-of-way and subsequently transfer ownership and additional funds for the development of the rail corridor to the County.

In exchange, King County would transfer ownership of the King County International Airport (aka Boeing Field) to the Port.  Other elements of the proposed land sales/transfers would  include the Fisher Flour Mills property on Harbor Island (currently owned by King County’s Solid Waste Division) to meet the Port’s need for a new intermodal rail facility. In addition, the conceptual proposal included and anticipated partial state funding for improvements to expand Stampede Pass (to allow freight trains stacked two containers high to pass through it) and cooperation between the Ports of Seattle and Tacoma as well as other rail improvements for freight mobility.

The modified proposal being discussed with stakeholders and key parties to the agreements involves potentially a different arrangement with regard to the King County International Airport.  The proposal anticipates instead a potential Joint Operating Agreement (JOA) or other operational agreement between King County and the Port of Seattle and a potential agreement that the Port would have “first right of refusal” on any potential future sale of parts or all of the airport.  

In addition, the modified proposal seems to include further agreements regarding the future use of the eastside rail corridor (ERC) and other rail improvements and agreements regarding funding of projects to provide grade separations, etc.

The Executive’s Chief of Staff will be making a presentation to the committee that will provide more details regarding the modified proposal.  

3. Human Services Framework Policies (RPC)
John Wise reported that the main topic of the RPC meeting to be held on July 18th at the Enumclaw Field House is the Human Services Framework Policies.   Proposed Ordinance No. 2007-0243 is an ordinance adopting the revised framework policies for human services, as required by Ordinance 15406, and amending Ordinance 13629, Section 1, as amended and K.C.C. 2.51.010.  Outcome based performance measures are addressed in the ordinance that established the Veterans and Human Services levy.  The framework policies do not have outcome based goals.
4. Recycling Strategies (SWAC)
Joan McGilton complimented Sharon Hlvaka, Auburn, work as staff to the committee and her excellent reports.  SWAC is on task in the initial planning stages for the Comp Plan Update due in the fall of 2008.  More updates will be coming as SWAC and MSMWAC work thorough the process.  Many cities are following Seattle’s lead for zero waste in an effort to keep Cedar Hills functioning as long as possible.  Food scrap recycling as well as paper food container recycling as yard waste was discussed.  Laure Iddings reminded the PIC that the location of the company that handles that form of yard waste is in the city of Maple Valley and the odor is a local issue.  
5. Flood Control Zone District Advisory Committee
Ron Hansen reported on the most recent meeting of the committee.  They are looking at rates between $.08 and .12, but feels it will probably land at about $.10.  There is a difference of opinion between the high and low landed cities.  The committee is on a very short time line and the assessment will be councilmanic.  The ordinance that created the flood control zone district also dissolved the old districts.  Suzette Cooke pointed out that levy certification is an issue.  King County is to do the repair work and the Corps of Engineers does the certification after FEMA has certified the work.  Many potential stumbling blocks among those organizations can be seen.   It is anticipated that flood insurance for businesses and homes in flood plains will increase dramatically without the county-wide assessment.  The final vote is due by July 20 and no concrete answers have been found.  Ron asked for direction from PIC.  Absent an SCA position, it falls to the SCA reps to come up with a position that represents all member cities without their own seat.  
6. King Conservation District Advisory Committee
Steve Mullet talked abut the meetings of the King Conservation district Advisory Board.  There is a lot of information to absorb that is very broad based.  Falcon Group has completed an assessment of KCD; some items are being done well and others need improvement.  They offered recommendations of things to do better with a goal of being in closer contact with other agencies.
7. Trans Fat (King County Board of Health)
Ava Frisinger reported that the Board of Health is recommending replacement of trans fat cooking oils and ingredients from the restaurant industry.  It is also recommending nutritional labels for menu items be posted at order points.  The acts are now voluntary but may be mandated in the future.
8. Update on the Work of the King County Charter Review Committee

Sonny putter reported that the KC Charter Review Committee has received hundreds of suggestions.  There is one more public outreach meeting planned and then the committee will break into sub committees to deliberate on the recommendations.
9. Update on District Court Discussions

Mary-Alyce Burleigh said that the Courts of Limited Jurisdiction Committee has met for the second of four meetings.  The ultimate goal is to take small simple bills to the legislature that will affect the district courts.  There is much disagreement on just what a district court should look like and they now agree that one template is not going to fit all courts.  The process is tedious but will continue.  Tamie Fellin from AWC is staffing the committee and recently John Wise and Diane Carlson began attending.

	MSP
	· Other
1. For the good of the order

1. Fred McConkey of Hunts Point talked about the recent experience while trying to assemble an emergency team and recruiting doctors for the teams.  Few doctors volunteered because there is no immunity for emergency situations.  The doctors are not comfortable with the rather weak HB 1073 which allows that all emergencies are covered with immunity, except in cases of gross negligence and wanton misconduct, and the emergency must be declared by the government or the military.  It has been suggested that simply removing reference to gross negligence and wanton misconduct will help, but the doctors are still wide open for personal liability.  Their license to practice is at stake.
To move this forward to the next meeting of the PIC for possible action.

2. Sonny Putter suggested that SCA staff put together a list of all the expected tax increases to come in the next six months.
2. Meetings

August PIC meeting – August 8, 2007 Potential agenda items 

· Airport capacity numbers (PSRC TPB)

· Reclaimed water feasibility study (RWQC)

· Transit comprehensive Plan (RTC)

· Transit Financial Policies (RTC)

· BNSF update

· Human Services Framework Policies

· SWAC 3rd Party Review Report

· Update on approval of Regional Disaster Management Plan

· Immunity for licensed health care professionals during a declared emergency
· Mental health programs

Habitat for Humanity – 6pm Small Cities Sub Committee


	
	· Adjourn

Meeting was adjourned at 9:06 pm.  


Attachment 1 to the July 11, 2007 PIC Minutes

Roll Call –Public Issues Meeting July 11, 2007
	City
	Representative
	Alternate
	Other
	Staff

	Algona
	Dave Hill
	Lynda Osborn
	
	

	Auburn
	Pete Lewis
	Sue Singer
	
	

	Beaux Arts
	
	
	
	

	Black Diamond
	
	
	
	

	Bothell
	Patrick Ewing
	Joshua Freed
	
	

	Burien
	Sally Nelson
	Lucy Krakowiak
	Joan McGilton
	Lisa Clausen

	Carnation
	Laurie Clinton
	
	
	

	Clyde Hill
	George Martin
	
	
	

	Covington
	Jim Scott
	Bud Sizemore
	
	

	Des Moines
	Ed Pina
	Susan White
	
	

	Duvall
	Jeffrey Possinger
	Keith Breinholt
	
	

	Enumclaw
	John Wise
	
	
	

	Federal Way
	Linda Kochmar
	Jeanne Burbidge
	Eric Faison
	

	Hunts Point
	Fred McConkey
	
	
	

	Issaquah
	Ava Frisinger
	Eileen Barber
	
	

	Kenmore
	David Baker
	
	
	

	Kent
	Suzette Cooke
	Tim Clark
	
	Larry Blanchard

	Kirkland
	Dave Asher
	Mary-Alyce Burleigh
	
	

	Lake Forest Pk
	Sandy Koppenol
	Dave Hutchinson
	
	

	Maple Valley
	Glenn Smith
	Laure Iddings
	
	Anthony Hemstad

	Medina
	
	
	
	

	Mercer Island
	Jim Pearman
	Bryan Cairns
	
	

	Milton
	Katrina Asay
	Mark Beaudry
	
	

	Newcastle
	Sonny Putter
	Jean Garber
	
	

	Normandy Pk
	Stuart Creighton
	George Hadley
	
	

	North Bend
	Ross Loudenback
	Jonathan Rosen
	
	

	Pacific
	Nicole Hagestad
	Dawn Drury
	
	

	Redmond
	Rosemarie Ives
	Nancy McCormick
	
	

	Renton
	Dan Clawson
	Kathy Keolker
	
	

	Sammamish
	Nancy Whitten
	Michelle Petitti
	Don Gerend
	

	SeaTac
	Ralph Shape
	Terry Anderson
	
	

	Shoreline
	Robert Ransom
	Rich Gustafson 
	Ron Hansen
	

	Skykomish
	Henry Sladek
	
	
	

	Snoqualmie
	Matt Larson
	Kingston Wall
	
	

	Tukwila
	Steve Mullet
	Pam Linder
	
	

	Woodinville
	Cathy VonWald
	Mike Roskind
	
	

	Yarrow Point
	
	
	
	

	SCA
	
	
	
	Karen Goroski

Alice Neiffer
Michael Hubner
Sabrina Kang
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