[image: image1.png]



SCA Public Issues Committee Minutes
June 20, 2007 – 7:00PM Renton City Hall

	
	· Welcome, Roll Call and Introduction of Guests
PIC Chair, Mary-Alyce Burleigh, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  25 cities were represented.  (Attachment 1 to these minutes) Guests were welcomed and introduced.  

	MSP
	· Approval of Minutes
To approve the minutes of the May 9, 2007 PIC meeting.  

	MSP

MSP

MSP

MSP
	· Potential Action Items

1. Recommendations for the PIC Nominating Committee for alternates to the King County Flood Control Zone District Advisory Committee
Katrina Asay, Chair of the PIC Nominating Committee reported on the Committee’s recommendations of the PIC Nominating Committee.  There are four County-defined districts and nominations were received from three.  Katrina asked for a volunteer from the Central district to complete the recommendations for alternates.  Eileen Barber from Issaquah volunteered to join David Baker of Kenmore in the North district, Geoff Bowie of Black Diamond in the East district, and Nicole Hagestad of Pacific in the South District.
To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA recommend to the King County Executive that he appoint Eileen Barber, David Baker, Geoff Bowie and Nicole Hagestad as alternates representing SCA on the King County Flood Control Zone District Advisory Committee.
2. EMS/Medic One Levy
Mary-Alyce Burleigh reminded the members of the PIC that at the last meeting the following motion was tabled to the June PIC meeting:  
“To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA support a Multiyear Levy Lid-lift for EMS/Medic One on the August 2007 Primary ballot that would fund the continued provision of existing Medic One emergency medical services and authorizing King County to exceed RCS 84.55 regular property tax limitations and levy and additional property tax of 25.4 cents or less per $1000 of assessed valuation for six consecutive years, with collection beginning in 2008. Increases to this levy in years two through six would be limited to the annual growth in the medical care consumer price index for Seattle-Tacoma-Bremerton. ”
To table the proposed SCA position until the next meeting of the PIC.  (Motion to table passed with three no votes.) 

3. Review Transport and Waste Export Plan (SWAC)
David Baker reported that the third party review has not been completed.

To table the consideration of adoption of the Solid Waste Transfer and Waste Export System Plan until the results of the report are available.

4. Non-Partisan King County Elections
Pete Lewis explained that SCA has a position supporting non-partisan elections of the members of the King County Council which dates back to the 1997/98 Charter Review Commission (CRC).  The current CRC is also considering the issue. 
To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA support changing the Metropolitan King county Council positions from partisan to non-partisan.  (Motion passed with four no votes and one abstention.)

	MSP

MSP

MSP


	· Presentations/Updates

1. Update on work of King County Charter Review Commission and consideration for affirmation of SCA’s historical recommendations
Sonny Putter led a discussion on the 1997/98 letter from SCA to that Charter Review Commission seeking affirmation of the five points presented at that time for use in developing issues for the consideration of the current Commission.  The five points were discussed with recommendations for amending and updating.  What follows is the final list as modified by the members of PIC.
1. Change the charter review process so that the recommendations of the commission must be submitted to the voters as drafted by the commission.  This new provision will strengthen the role of the charter review commission.  It will guarantee that the work of the commission will be reviewed by the voters.

2. Give the citizens the right to amend the charter through the citizen initiative process by means of a super majority vote.  This option creates a more responsive government which allows the public to submit charter amendments to the voters through the initiative process.

3. Separate the county regional budget from the local service budget.  Currently, there is confusion and frustration generated by the complex revenue and expenditure stream.  Adding language which separates the regional from local budgets would empower citizens to understand the county government and assure that past conflicts with local municipal governments would be reduced.

4. This issue was handled as Action Item #4 on the previous page:  Change the Metropolitan King County Council positions from partisan to non-partisan.  We believe that the partisan organization of the County Council has been an obstacle to regional decision making.  It also obstructs debate on the merits of Council decisions.  Both regional perspective and discussion of policy based on merit are critical for the County Council to become a truly regional government.

5. Maintain the regional committees of the Metropolitan King County Council with the following modifications:
· Eliminate “Messages” and replace with Ordinances and Motions

· Eliminate dual referrals

· Committees will select their chair from among their membership

· Eliminate “Advisory Referrals”

· Add budget authority over the enterprise funds of transit and water quality to the respective Regional Committee’s scope of work

· Specify that each regional committee shall have final authority over their yearly work plan
Putter recommended that if any member city discussions should identify other issues, please send them to Karen.
To bring the modified 1997 Charter Review Commission recommendations back to the PIC at the July meeting for possible action.
2. Update on the Regional Housing Strategy Working Group
Councilmember Eric Faison, Federal Way, gave a brief update.  The goal of the group is to come up with 3-5 useful tools for developing affordable housing that may be taken to the legislature with some confidence of passage.  They are looking at over 26 suggestions and are paring those down.  These tools should encourage growth, offer diverse housing types, acknowledge conservancy issues, will not usurp local authority and ultimately be useful.
3. Update on District Court Discussions
Mary-Alyce Burleigh gave an update on the District Court discussions.  A court decision has clarified that cities can contract with other cities for district courts.  One group would like to see a unified court structure, which is known not to work with the small district courts.  More meetings are planned.  The next meeting will focus on establishing principals.  
4. Sub-area Boundaries
Ralph Shape explained that at RTC last month, there was a proposal to move the sub-area boundary so that Shoreline and Lake Forest Park would be considered a part of the east sub-area, leaving Seattle as one area.  Dave Hutchinson said that they successfully negotiate with Seattle for a share of the 20/40 split, but the eastside cities don’t want them and they do not want to compete for hours with cities not on the same routes as Lake Forest Park.  Bob Ransom of Shoreline said he had just heard about the suggestion and would rather continue to work with Seattle.  The two cities did not ask for the change and are not in favor of it.  PIC members agreed to support Lake Forest Park and Shoreline in their opposition of this change.  
To bring the issue regarding changes to the sub-area boundaries back to PIC at the next meeting for possible action.  

5. KC Comparative Evaluation of Waste Export and Conversion Technologies Disposal Options (SWAC)
David Baker reported on the discussion at SWAC regarding the Comparative Evaluation of Waste Export and Conversion Technologies.  We are going to have to transport no matter what the final solution or destination of the waste.  Teresa Jennings and Kevin Keirnan were present to answer questions.  Kevin said that incineration has been revisited and pollution technology and controls are different since the last visit.  Kevin clarified that this report feeds into another report and no recommendations will come from this piece of the final report.  The County Council will see the report on July 31st.  The next step is for MSMWAC to review and comment. 
6.  King County Rural Island (Maple Valley) 

Glenn Smith explained the donut-hole issue faced by Maple Valley.  There are 160 acres of unincorporated rural land surrounded by incorporated Maple Valley.  The County has plans to use that land as part of a land swap with Yarrow Bay, Inc. to gain acreage in the Icy Creek area.  City Manager Anthony Hemstad went on to explain that it is a question of who should provide services.  The 160 acres are two blocks from Maple Valley’s downtown and is a combination of a golf course and a gravel pit owned by King County Department of Transportation.  The developer plans up to 2000 units of housing without any commitment from the County on timing of potential annexation or use of city standards for construction.  By the current County rural standards there could be only a maximum of 31 units.  2000 units will increase the City’s population by close to 30% with all the inherent traffic, school, fire and safety issues.  An amendment was accepted to the motion to generalize the statement.  

To bring the following motion back to PIC at the July meeting for possible action:  SCA feels strongly that Cities are the proper provider of urban services and planning for urban growth within their boundaries.  We therefore urge King County to enter into negotiations with cities such as Maple Valley to ensure that the “donut hole” property be annexed into the City upon change of land use designation from rural to urban.
Karen added that as this issue progresses, more amendments and clarifications may be needed.  Attachment 2 to these minutes is the white paper submitted by Maple Valley.
6. Update on Economic Actions (EDD Board)
Jim Pearman reported on the actions of the Prosperity Partnership.  The Partnership is implementing some of the items in their work plan.  A notable success is that the Governor signed into law a strategy approved by the EDD Board and advocated on behalf of the EDD and Prosperity Partnership during the 2007 legislative session which resulted in at least 1,700 new enrollments in our two and four year colleges and universities as well as the formation of a legislative task force to determine how the state can meet its degree production needs by 2020.  
He also suggested that the Partnership’s Tax Structure Steering Committee would like to discuss an alternate business tax proposal which would eliminate the B&O with SCA in the near future. 



	
	· Reports

1. Small Cities Sub-Committee 

Katrina Asay talked about the discussion they had regarding a police chief coalition and the small cities found it very interesting.
2. Executive Director’s Report

Karen talked about the June 27th dinner meeting.  The guest speakers are Glenn Pascall from the Puget Sound Business Journal and Jim Vesely from the Seattle Times.  They will discuss their perspectives on RTID, Sound Transit and transportation governance.


	
	· Other
· For the good of the order

1. David Baker mentioned that he has questioned what Transit Now services have been implemented.  They are currently handing the financial partnerships before considering the rest.  Karen suggested that RTC be encouraged to place this on their agenda.
2. Regarding the Networking Dinner, Ava Frisinger said the Education Committee values the input from PIC for developing questions for the speakers.  Suggestions included their take on regional governance in transportation, how to implement user fees, the broken tax system and if the vote fails, what do they believe a Plan B for growth should be.

3. The next PIC meeting is July 11th at 7:00.  
4. On July 11, the hour prior to the PIC meeting, the second PIC Study session will be held on Housing Affordability.  Larry Springer will be on hand for a presentation.  Karen asked for suggestions for a list of what the cities need from the legislature so the suburban cities of King County can lead the discussion.

	
	· Adjourn

Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.  


Attachment 1 to the June 20, 2007 PIC Minutes

Roll Call –Public Issues Meeting June 20, 2007
	City
	Representative
	Alternate
	Other
	Staff

	Algona
	Dave Hill
	Lynda Osborn
	
	

	Auburn
	Pete Lewis
	Sue Singer
	
	Joe Welsh

	Beaux Arts
	
	
	
	

	Black Diamond
	
	
	
	

	Bothell
	Patrick Ewing
	Joshua Freed
	
	

	Burien
	Sally Nelson
	Lucy Krakowiak
	
	

	Carnation
	Laurie Clinton
	
	
	

	Clyde Hill
	George Martin
	
	
	

	Covington
	Jim Scott
	Bud Sizemore
	
	

	Des Moines
	Ed Pina
	Susan White
	
	

	Duvall
	Jeffrey Possinger
	Keith Breinholt
	
	

	Enumclaw
	John Wise
	
	
	

	Federal Way
	Linda Kochmar
	Jeanne Burbidge
	Eric Faison
	Iwen Wang

	Hunts Point
	
	
	
	

	Issaquah
	Ava Frisinger
	Eileen Barber
	
	

	Kenmore
	David Baker
	
	
	

	Kent
	Suzette Cooke
	Tim Clark
	
	

	Kirkland
	Dave Asher
	Mary-Alyce Burleigh
	
	

	Lake Forest Pk
	Sandy Koppenol
	Dave Hutchinson
	
	

	Maple Valley
	Glenn Smith
	Laure Iddings
	
	Anthony Hemstad

	Medina
	
	
	
	

	Mercer Island
	Jim Pearman
	Bryan Cairns
	
	

	Milton
	Katrina Asay
	Mark Beaudry
	
	

	Newcastle
	Sonny Putter
	Jean Garber
	
	

	Normandy Pk
	Stuart Creighton
	George Hadley
	
	

	North Bend
	Ross Loudenback
	Jonathan Rosen
	
	

	Pacific
	Dawn Drury
	Nicole Hagestad
	
	

	Redmond
	Rosemarie Ives
	Nancy McCormick
	
	

	Renton
	Dan Clawson
	Kathy Keolker
	
	

	Sammamish
	Nancy Whitten
	Michelle Petitti
	Don Gerend
	

	SeaTac
	Ralph Shape
	Terry Anderson
	
	

	Shoreline
	Robert Ransom
	Rich Gustafson 
	
	

	Skykomish
	Henry Sladek
	
	
	

	Snoqualmie
	Matt Larson
	Kingston Wall
	
	

	Tukwila
	Steve Mullet
	Pam Linder
	Pam Carter
	

	Woodinville
	Cathy VonWald
	Mike Roskind
	
	

	Yarrow Point
	
	
	
	

	SCA
	
	
	
	Karen Goroski

Alice Neiffer
Michael Hubner



 Attachment 2 to the June 20, 2007 PIC Minutes 
King County Rural Island inside the City of Maple Valley

“Donut Hole” White Paper prepared for SCA – PIC by the City of Maple Valley 

Issue:

There is a 160 acre rural unincorporated island that exists in the middle of Maple Valley (known locally as “the donut hole” – see map).   Maple Valley is concerned that this large rural island will become a large urban island and be developed outside of the City with minimal City input even though it is in Maple Valley’s geographic heart.  This violates the spirit of the growth management act.  Maple Valley wants King County to commit to negotiating a pre-annexation agreement for annexation to take place when the land use is changed to urban.  

Sponsor:

City of Maple Valley.  Councilor Glenn Smith. 
Staff resource:

City of Maple Valley City Manager Anthony Hemstad

Why Important to SCA:  Several cities have already had issues with King County approving large developments next to existing cities.  Such county approvals without city planning cause many complications for neighboring cities. This case will have even greater impact on Maple Valley as it is in the city’s center.  Maple Valley requests its fellow cities to weigh in on the inequity of the County having land use control over such a large tract within a city.  King County should stay with its policy of encouraging annexation of unincorporated urban areas.   

Potential Partners:
AWC has been active on this case already.  

Status:

The donut hole land is owned by King County DOT.  The King County Executive has been in negotiations to sell this land to a large developer and on June 6th sent an ordinance to the King County Council to negotiate a sale/swap directly with Yarrow Bay Development, with Yarrow Bay looking to purchase lands for the swap by late July.  The developer has talked of putting a total of up to 2000 dwelling units on the site, including  importing 600 – 800 TDRs to buy additional density units for affordable housing.  Maple Valley has requested that there be some assurance of future annexation of this land into the City prior to development but King County has so far been unwilling to commit to having any negotiations even regarding a pre-annexation agreement. 
Impact:
The City of Maple Valley has been one of the fastest growing Cities in Washington, having almost doubled in population (currently 20,000) since incorporating in 1997, meeting its 20-year growth target in just ten years.  Maple Valley has some of the most affordable single-family homes in King County.  The size of the potential development of the donut hole could add up to 30% to Maple Valley’s current population.  Having already reached the City’s 2020 growth targets, it is unreasonable to have major unplanned (by the City) growth placed in the middle of the City into land which is currently rural.  There will be significant growth management, fiscal, infrastructure and quality of life impacts on the surrounding City.   

Request:
We request the SCA’s PIC to approve the following statement:  

SCA feels strongly that Cities are the proper provider of urban services and planning for urban growth within their boundaries.  We therefore urge King County to enter into negotiations with the City of Maple Valley to ensure that the “donut hole” property be annexed into the City upon change of land use designation from rural to urban.  

For further information please contact:      Anthony Hemstad, City Manager, City of Maple Valley 

Tel: 425.413.8800 Mobile: 253.335.9163 E-mail: anthony.hemstad@ci.maple-valley.wa.us 
The map of the City of Maple Valley showing the donut-hole is available upon request.
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