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SCA Public Issues Committee Minutes 
March 21, 2007 – 7:00PM Renton City Hall

	
	· Welcome and Roll Call

PIC Chair, Mary-Alyce Burleigh, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  23 cities were represented.  (Attachment 1 to these minutes)

	MSP
	· Approval of Minutes
To approve the minutes of the February 21, 2007 PIC meeting.  

	MSP
	· Recommendations from the Nominating Committee of PIC for South Valley nomination to the KCD Advisory Committee

Katrina reported that at the February PIC Nominating Committee meeting, Karen was directed to recruit a representative from the SCA South Valley Caucus for recommendation to the KCD for the remaining fourth SCA slot on the KCD Advisory Committee.  Dave Hill, Mayor of Algona, expressed interest in the committee.  The PIC Nominating Committee agreed via email that Dave Hill would be recommended.

To accept the Nominating Committee recommendation and forward to the SCA Board of Directors that Dave Hill be recommended as SCA’s fourth nomination to the King Conservation District’s Advisory Committee.



	
	· EMS Levy
The agenda was suspended for this report.  Terry Anderson serves as the vice-chair of the EMS Levy Committee.  She introduced the SeaTac fire chief Bob Meyer who briefly explained the importance of the passage of this levy in November.  

	MSP


	· Potential Action Items

1. SCA proposed position on State legislation on Public Health Funding
Dave Hutchinson introduced the final product from the work group.  There was discussion and a friendly amendment to clarify the language.

To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors the adoption of the following position on Public Health Funding:  Suburban Cities members agree that additional funding for public health is needed.  To that end, the Suburban Cities membership supports the request of the Joint Selection Committee on Public Health Funding for $50 million state funds annually in new monies for public health needs throughout Washington State.  Our membership believes public health services are a function of the state and county governments, and therefore requests that a distribution be made at the county level proportionate to the need to increase the counties' existing efforts toward effective outcomes. (the full report is Attachment 2 to these minutes.)



	MSP

MSP
	· Presentations/Updates

1. King County Charter Review Committee
This is the legislated 10 year review and possible revision of the County Charter.  Gary Long was selected from the ten names SCA submitted to the County Executive for consideration.  He reported that there has been one meeting of the Committee and it will operate until the final report is due in June of 2008.  Preliminary discussions have identified concerns regarding non-partisanship, recommendations going directly to the public for a vote and the possibility of a professional (non elected) County Executive.  An SCA taskforce to follow the work of the committee and provide guidance for Gary will be appointed.  Interested volunteers should contact Karen.  Gary suggested it would be helpful to have people serving on regional committees work on the task force.

2. Sewer Rate and Capacity Charges 2008
Dave Christensen reported on the work being done on the 2008-2009 rates.  The 2008 rates have not been officially released although it is expected that rates will increase.  The SCA caucus to the RWQC will address a package for review by PIC in the next few months.  Although the Executive will have already submitted his proposal for 2008, it will still be an active item in County Council, and SCA’s potential recommendations could be sent to Council for consideration.  (Dave’s detailed notes are Attachment 3 to these minutes.)

3. Solid Waste Proposed Rate Increases
Joan McGilton was unsure of the actual rate increase but said it was to cover the costs of transfer station upgrades.  This has gone to County Council for implementation.  Clarification was requested on what the rate is expected to be and how long it will be in effect.  What elements are programmed to new revenue?  What exactly is being funded with revenue and what part of the work plan is being funded?  David and Joan will collect pertinent information and bring it back to the next meeting along with a recommendation.

To move the proposed solid waste rate increases forward for potential action at the next meeting of PIC.
4. Cedar Hills
Joan McGilton reported that as part of the Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan update, the division is evaluating options for extending the life of Cedar Hills Landfill beyond 2016.  They will be discussing options with ITSG, MSWMAC and SWAC at future meetings.  

After discussion of rates, landfill closures, Seattle’s waste transport method and what could happen after 2016 with Cedar Hills, it was suggested that each PIC member talk to their councils about the possibility of creating an SCA position to support make recycling mandatory.  

5. Regional Transportation Governance  Update
Pam Carter, PSRC Transportation Policy Board member, discussed SB 5803 and SSB 5803.  This provides for an 11 member, salaried governing board.  It has been rumored that major funders expect to see some government reform before the ballot or they will not support the bill.  There is an ill-defined connection between land use and transportation although that is important to the cities.  SCA could fill an important role working towards a solution and in educating legislators how cities work.  
6. RTID Update

Pam Carter said the public comment period is over and that the RTID Executive Board will adopt the plan.  It will be on the November ballot.  SKTB is supporting the package and Patterson and Dunn are doing community outreach.  Karen will contact Julia Patterson about a presentation to PIC.  
7. Transportation Now Implementation

This report will be presented at the April 11 PIC meeting.

8. Parks Levy

John Wise reviewed the minutes from the last meeting of the task force that is recommending to the County Executive the content of the parks Levy. He explained that the hand out is not the finished product but merely a recommendation to the County Exec.  This levy will appear on the August primary ballot and the recommendations would renew and restore 7 cents per thousand on a six year levy for County Parks; also a companion 5 cent per thousand levy for a six year plan to expand parks and recreation opportunities.  Although the County Executive is expected to transmit the recommendations next week, there is still time to take a look at the final document and get our questions to RPC for consideration as the levy moves along its path.  

To move the Parks Levy forward for potential action at the next meeting of PIC.

9. Veterans/Human Services Levy

John Wise asked Pete Lewis to report as Kathy Lewis is on the Veterans Advisory Committee.  Pete said there was an attempt to combine the Veteran’s and Human Services committees, but they will stay separate.  Capital needs will be reviewed in April.

10. Gaines Sequential Intercept Model
Dave Asher reported that King County Corrections has the largest population of mentally ill and co-occurring disorders in the state.  Jailing is very expensive warehousing and is not helping the situation.  He called attention to the five key points of interception: 1) law enforcement/emergency services, 2) booking/initial appearance, 3) jails and courts, 4) jail reentry, 5) Community corrections and community support.  These all focus on different outcomes and the Intercept Model is designed to get all contact points to work together on outcome.  The alternative is to build more jails for use as warehouses for the mentally ill and drug co-dependant.  The model was presented by the County Sheriff at the October 2006 summit for mentally ill and co-occurring disorders.  RLSJ will recommend this to lawmakers as a step in dealing with the criminal justice system.   There is potential to save money and improve the outlook of the criminal system.  

	
	· Reports

1. Small Cities Subcommittee
Katrina Asay reported that the Small Cities Subcommittee welcomed Jim Kadrmas from WAEMD and Kathryn Howard of King County Emergency Management.  They presented a report on NIMS and the training required of elected officials in order to maintain their federal funding status.  Training sessions are frequently hosted by local authorities and notices are sent to all.  Online classes are also available.  

2. Executive Director’s Report
Karen Goroski talked about the CTED grant that funds Michael Hubner and the mandated Buildable Lands work.  The Governor has added funding to her budget to better fund the buildable lands programs in the state.  She encouraged cities to talk to their legislators and involve their lobbyists to support this budget item.  The funding is badly needed, but without strings.  

	
	· Other
· For the good of the order

1. Don Gerend offered an alternative way of looking at how the growth targets will affect cities. 
2. John Wise invited the RPC members to meet informally for a few minutes.

3. SCA Networking Dinner April 18th at the Embassy Suites in Tukwila
4. Next meeting is April  11, 2007 at Renton

	
	· Adjourn

Meeting was adjourned at 8:38 pm.  


Attachment 1 to the March 21, 2007 PIC Minutes

Roll Call –Public Issues Meeting March 21, 2007
	City
	Representative
	Alternate
	Other
	Staff

	Algona
	Dave Hill
	Lynda Osborn
	
	

	Auburn
	Pete Lewis
	Sue Singer
	Bill Peloza
	

	Beaux Arts
	
	
	
	

	Black Diamond
	
	
	
	

	Bothell
	Patrick Ewing
	Joshua Freed
	
	

	Burien
	Sally Nelson
	Lucy Krakowiak
	Joan McGilton
	Lisa Clausen

	Carnation
	Laurie Clinton
	
	
	

	Clyde Hill
	George Martin
	
	
	

	Covington
	Jim Scott
	Jeff Wagner
	
	

	Des Moines
	Ed Pina
	Susan White
	
	

	Duvall
	Jeffrey Possinger
	Keith Breinholt
	
	

	Enumclaw
	John Wise
	
	
	

	Federal Way
	Linda Kochmar
	Dean McColgan
	Jeanne Burbidge
	

	Hunts Point
	
	
	
	

	Issaquah
	Ava Frisinger
	Eileen Barber
	
	

	Kenmore
	David Baker
	
	
	

	Kent
	Suzette Cooke
	Tim Clark
	
	Brian Felczak

	Kirkland
	Mary-Alyce Burleigh
	Dave Asher
	
	

	Lake Forest Pk
	Sandy Koppenol
	Dave Hutchinson
	
	

	Maple Valley
	Glenn Smith
	
	
	

	Medina
	
	
	
	

	Mercer Island
	Jim Pearman
	Bryan Cairns
	
	

	Milton
	Katrina Asay
	Mark Beaudry
	
	

	Newcastle
	Sonny Putter
	Jean Garber
	
	

	Normandy Pk
	Stuart Creighton
	George Hadley
	
	

	North Bend
	Ross Loudenback
	Jonathan Rosen
	
	

	Pacific
	Dawn Drury
	Nicole Hagestad
	
	

	Redmond
	Rosemarie Ives
	Nancy McCormick
	
	

	Renton
	Dan Clawson
	Kathy Keolker
	
	

	Sammamish
	Nancy Whitten
	Michelle Petitti
	Don Gerend
	

	SeaTac
	Ralph Shape
	Terry Anderson
	
	Bob Meyer

	Shoreline
	Robert Ransom
	Rich Gustafson 
	
	Joyce Nichols

	Skykomish
	Henry Sladek
	
	
	

	Snoqualmie
	Jeff MacNichols
	Kingston Wall
	
	

	Tukwila
	Steve Mullet
	Pam Linder
	Pam Carter
	

	Woodinville
	Cathy VonWald
	Mike Roskind
	
	

	Yarrow Point
	
	
	
	

	SCA
	
	
	
	Karen Goroski

Alice Neiffer

Gary Long

	
	
	
	Sabrina Kang
	

	King County
	
	
	
	


 Attachment 2 to the March 21, 2007 PIC Minutes 
Proposed Position Statement on Public Health Funding

Suburban Cities members agree that additional funding for public health is needed.  To that end, the SCA membership supports the request of the Joint Selection Committee on Public Health Finance for $50 million state funds annually in new monies for public health needs throughout Washington State.  Our membership believes public health services are a function of the state and county governments, and therefore requests that a distribution be made at the county level proportionate to the need to increase the counties’ existing efforts toward effective outcomes.

Supporting Rationale for SCA’s Position

Permanent Funding Needed for Public Health

Public Health lost a stable, dedicated funding source with the repeal of the Motor Vehicle Excise Tax in 1999. Since then, the State has provided “stop gap” funding at a 90% level with no inflationary increases to continue to meet the needs of Public Health statewide, including in King County. 

At the end of the 2005 legislative session, the 4410 Joint Select Legislative Committee was formed to report on the funding needs of Public Health. After exhaustive deliberations on the need for public health services statewide and current funding levels, the Committee recommended that the Legislature should fund Public Health at an annual rate of $50 million, or $100 million for the 2007 – 2009 biennium. 

Public health is a basic function of government. Its role is three-fold. It protects us from natural and human made health threats; it promotes health by providing reliable information on healthy life styles and an environment in which people and communities can live; and it assures the provision of preventative and curative health services. Examples of the impact where public health has a major responsibility are the prevention of the spread of communicable diseases, such as an avian flu epidemic; the public health clinics that provide services to those living in poverty; and restaurant inspections that guarantee standards for the safe handling and storage of food are being followed.  

It is recommended that the Suburban Cities Association support public health services as a function of state and county governments, and urge legislators to adopt legislation to increase funding for Public Health by $100 million per biennium. 

Work group participants:  Suzette Cooke, Kathy Keolker, Dave Hutchinson and Nancy Whitten. 
Attachment 3 to the March 21, 2007 PIC Minutes
Notes for 2008 King County Sewer Rate and Capacity Charge

Dave Christensen, Renton – Report to March 21, 2007 PIC

· From King County Press release of March 20th, the County is looking to utilize its authority as a Metro K.C. (merger of former King County with Metro) that permits them to compel customers to pay rate and capacity charge, regardless of contract.

· This will allow King County to extend its bonding period to beyond the current contract term with Component Agencies of 2036 and allow for bonding of 35 to 40 years.

· This will allow for a reduction in future rate and capacity charges of the following:

Rates – 1.05 for 2009, 1.30 for 2010, and 1.50 for 2011

Capacity Charge – 3.00 for 2008 and 6.00 for 2011

· Current anticipated rate for 2008 is $27.95, which is the same rate as 2007.

· While this two-year rate (2007/08) was initially set anticipating shorter bonding period, and they could most likely reduce the rate slightly, say approximately 25 cents, because of anticipated rate increases in 2009, it would be preferable to put these savings into offsetting the 2009 rate in lieu of a small reduction in 2008.

· The 2008 rate is also pressured by increased operating costs, very similar to what many of the Cities face.  These include increased PERS costs of 44%, Medical of 8.5%, Hazardous Waste Fees 16%, and insurance costs by 15%.  The County is currently trying to keep total operating increases to no greater than 3.5%.

· On the positive side, the County has benefited from good interest rates that have allowed them to re-finance past bond packages that have resulted in an annual debt reduction of almost one million dollars.

· On the Capital Side, the WTD is obviously in a higher trend of spending with the construction of the BrightWater facilities.  From 2007 through 2010, the County will issue over one billion dollars in bonding just to cover BrightWater, this represents approximately 60 to 75% of the total capital budget.  While we will benefit from the longer debt terms in the form of reduced need for rate and capacity charge increases, we will still see significant rate increases beginning in 2009 through at least 2011.

· Rates for the 2009 through 2011 period may see increases as large as 20% in 2009 (roughly $5.00) with an additional estimated $2.00 increase each of the two following years.

·  The capacity charge will also potentially see significant cost increases over the three-year period as well.  Estimated capacity charge for 2008 is $47.00, with increases projected for both 2009 and 2010 to above $50.00.

· With the 2008 rate probably staying at $27.95, and a modest increase to the capacity charge in 2008 to probably approximately $47.00 from $42.00, it may be best for SCA to concentrate its efforts at evaluating how best to offset increases for the period between 2009 through 2011.

· This would include evaluating the capital program, outside of BrightWater, to assure that the County is only pursuing essential projects during this period.  

· Same goes for the operations side, even potentially looking at evaluating non-essential operational programs such as Culver.

· Also potentially evaluate current policies regarding these programs and financing rates and capacity charge to look for tools that will potentially allow the County to offset these near term costs over a longer period of time.

· As such, suggest that RWQC SCA Committee put together package for review by next months SCA PIC.  While the Executive will have already submitted his proposal for 2008, it will still be an active item in County Council, and SCA’s potential recommendations could then be sent to Council for consideration.

