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SCA Public Issues Committee Minutes 
May 9, 2007 – 7:00PM Renton City Hall

	
	· Welcome, Roll Call and Introduction of Guests
PIC Chair, Mary-Alyce Burleigh, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  25 cities were represented.  (Attachment 1 to these minutes) Guests were welcomed and introduced.  They included Theresa Jennings, Diane Yates, and Nori Catabay, all from King County.  Representatives of city fire departments included Roger Hershey, Federal Way; Jim Schneider, Kent; I. David Daniels, Renton; Mark Feitas, South King Fire Commissioner; Lee Soptich, Eastside Fire; Gordon Olson, Federal Way; Ed Plumlee, Federal Way; Marcus Kragness, Shoreline Fire District; Tom Hearne, King Co EMS division; Jerry Harris, South King Fire Commissioner; Walt Mauldin, Mercer Island Fire/King County Fire Chiefs.

	MSP
	· Approval of Minutes
To approve the minutes of the Apri1 11, 2007 PIC meeting.  

	
	· Recap of the Study Session on Transit Now
At 6:00 pm, cities interested in the current status of King County’s Transit Now program met for a study session.  David Hull, Metro Transit Division Service Planning Supervisor presented a status report and answered questions on aspects to be in place soon.  Arthur Thornbury, King County Legislative Analyst was on hand to assist with information.  David provided his speaking points which are appear as Attachment 2 to these minutes.  David may be reached at david.hull@metrokc.gov and Arthur at arthur.thornbury@metrokc.gov if there are additional questions.
The study session was appreciated and members of the PIC thought the format would be useful in the future for other topics.  



	MSP

MSP
	· Potential Action Items

1. Recommendations for the PIC Nominating Committee for King County Flood Control Zone District Advisory Committee
Steve Mullet reported on the recommendations of the PIC Nominating Committee.  The County legislation dictated the jurisdictional borders for the Flood Control Zone District excluding cities already assigned a permanent seat.  North Jurisdiction includes Bothell, Woodinville, Kenmore, Lake Forest Park, Shoreline, Duvall and Skykomish.  The North nominee is Councilmember Ron Hansen, Shoreline.  The South Jurisdiction includes Federal Way, Des Moines, SeaTac, Burien, Normandy Park, Pacific, Algona and Milton.  The South nominee is Mayor Mike Park, City of Federal Way.  The Central Jurisdiction includes Issaquah, Newcastle, Kirkland, Mercer Island, Clyde Hill, Yarrow Point, Hunts Point, Medina, Beaux Arts, Redmond, and Sammamish.  The Central nominee is Deputy Mayor Joan McBride of Kirkland.  Included in the East Jurisdiction are Enumclaw, Black Diamond, Covington, and Maple Valley.  The East nominee is Mayor Laure Iddings of Maple Valley.
To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA recommend to the County Executive that Ron Hansen, Mike Park, Joan McBride and Laure Iddings urging the King County Council be appointed to  four seats assigned to SCA on the King County Flood Control Zone District Advisory Committee.
2. EMS/Medic One Levy
John Wise reminded the members of the PIC that at the last meeting a motion was made to bring the following motion was sent to the PIC for possible action:  
“To recommend to the SCA Board of Directors that SCA support a Multiyear Levy Lid-lift for EMS/Medic One on the August 2007 Primary ballot that would fund the continued provision of existing Medic One emergency medical services and authorizing King County to exceed RCS 84.55 regular property tax limitations and levy and additional property tax of 25.4 cents or less per $1000 of assessed valuation for six consecutive years, with collection beginning in 2008. Increases to this levy in years two through six would be limited to the annual growth in the medical care consumer price index for Seattle-Tacoma-Bremerton. ”
John went on to comment that EMS/Medic One is important to everyone and we all want to see its continued success.  Attachment 3a to the agenda reflects the amended language to the EMS/Medic One Strategic Plan as adopted by the King County Council.  The Council now has the responsibility to perform due diligence on levies to fund EMS/Medic One.  (The amended language appears as Attachment 3 to these minutes.)
To table the proposed SCA position until the next meeting of the PIC.  (Motion to table passed with one no vote.) 


	MSP

MSP
	· Presentations/Updates

1. Recap on State Legislation for Affordable Housing
Michael Hubner recapped his observations during this legislative session regarding the various affordable housing bills promoted by the state Realtors Association.  Hubner has worked closely with AWC staff to tone down the efforts to impose new planning requirements on cities.  None of the bills in play passed out of the legislature this session.  The intersection of housing affordability and growth management planning will continue to be on the table in the legislature in 2008 and beyond. 
2. Regional Housing Policy Working Group
Michael Hubner explained that this group is working on a regional level through the Prosperity Partnership and is convening a regional housing strategic workgroup.  Michael has been invited to participate.  Four meetings are planned from May through September with a goal of consensus on strategies for promoting affordable housing in the region.  There will be a comment letter to PSRC on the Vision 2020 EIS and then a report back to the Prosperity Partnership on implementation in 2008.  
Mary-Alyce Burleigh asked the members of the PIC if a study session on affordable housing was of interest.  She suggested Larry Springer and other state legislators as presenters.  This was received favorably.  
3. Update on work of King County Charter Review Commission
Sonny Putter explained the background on the 10 year Charter Review and the process.  The Commission is chaired by former Governor Mike Lowry and former King County Councilmember Lois North.  Three meetings have been held which included presentations from local groups.  SCA has formed a task force of elected and appointed officials to respond to a request for input from our organization.  We will give a brief presentation on what SCA is and what our issues have been and will be.  Sonny will report back on a regular basis.
Karen mentioned the letters cities have received from the Commission asking for input.  She asked that if a city responds, please send a copy to the office.  This is an opportunity to show collaboration between us and King County for improvement to the Charter.
4. Review Transport and Waste Export Plan (SWAC)
David Baker reported that King County will be closing the Cedar Hills landfill once it reaches its permitted capacity which is around 2012.  Current county policy directs the King County Solid Waste Division to transition the county to waste export once the Cedar Hills landfill closes.  Also, the transfer stations are currently operating at or over capacity.  It has become imperative to make improvements to some stations; close other stations that can not be adequately improved on site and construct new transfer stations to replace the closed ones.  
Questions on extending the landfill life, incineration, traffic mitigation, rebuild, remodel and closure plans were answered by Theresa Jennings, King County Solid Waste.  
Ordinance 14971 relating to the timing for planning for waste export and annual reporting the solid waste and guides the development of The Solid Waste Transfer and Waste Export System Plan.  It also calls for a third party review of the waste export system plan.  That review is expected to be complete in July 2007.  Following the actions of MSWMAC and SWAC David suggested recommending support of adoption of the plan based on third party review. 
To bring the adoption of the Solid Waste Transfer and Waste Export System Plan - pending completion of the third party review - back at the next meeting of PIC for potential action.  

5. Non-Partisan King County Elections
King County Ordinance No. 2007-0226 proposes an amendment to the Charter which establishes non partisan districting, nomination and election of the King County executive, assessor and councilmembers.  Pete Lewis led a discussion on partisanship and the King County Council.  He said there has never been a discussion which has brought out any good reason to keep partisan elected seats.  Ralph Shape suggested that if it is working, why make a change?  Sonny Putter mentioned that the Charter Review Commission will be wrestling with the question and it would be helpful if SCA had a position to offer that in the upcoming presentation.  Bud Sizemore suggested that governance at the local level is complex and it may be premature to create an opinion at this point.  Ed Pina appreciates the opportunity to vote for a person and not a party.  Suzette Cooke said everyone is right, but what is the advantage to SCA?  Position papers should be kept to advantages to the cities or where there is risk.  Pete felt we are not premature; this is an effort to put SCA in a proactive position.  
To bring the issue of support for King County Ordinance No. 2007-0226, establishing non partisan districting, nomination and election of the King County executive, assessor and councilmembers back to the next meeting of the PIC for possible action.  

6. Rights of Cities re: requiring sprinkler systems in private homes
Steve Mullet reported on his work on the Building Code Council.  The primary purpose of the Council is to administer changes to, and interpretation of, the building codes as well as maintenance of the State Energy Code.  It also reviews and approves of City Ordinances which increases the basic requirements of the Code, including life, health, or safety conditions tat are unique to local jurisdictions.  Some cities are asking for mandatory sprinkler systems in some new singe-family residences based on traffic congestion, rapid growth, lack of adequate resources to build more fires stations, narrow streets and other uniqueness.  Steve suggested that if a city is interested in developing a local amendment to the Building Code, you should contact the cities of Redmond or Olympia.  Their success is based on the depth of their preparation and presentations.  Rosemarie Ives offered to share their DVD showing the results of fires with and without residential sprinklers.  Bud Sizemore suggested that the cities take this back to their fire departments for discussion of response times and EMS issues.  Glenn Smith noted that with terrain concerns, minimum setbacks and spacing between houses, sprinkler requirements may be a good alternative.
7. King Conservation District Advisory Committee
Steve Mullet provided the minutes of the first KCD Advisory Committee meeting.  Most of the time was spent getting to know what KCD is all about.  It was a good discussion and the work plan will be much the same for next year.  Karen asked if the committee is electing a chair as staff chaired the first meeting.  Steve did not know and thought that Matt Livingood, a commissioner, may fill that role.  


	
	· Reports

1. Executive Director’s Report
Karen mentioned that Michael Hubner is responsible for submitting a huge report to the State on Buildable Lands and is scrambling to get information for some cities.  
The Education Committee is energized.  They are suggesting the next conference be held in the first quarter of 2008 and be themed around youth and youth services.  Mayors and city managers will be receiving a questionnaire about cities and youth programs, problems, and solutions.  

SCA is co-sponsoring the “Green Tools for the Built Environment” conference on June 19 in Bellevue.  There is a $20 registration fee and you can register on line at www.metrokc.gov/dnrp/greenbuilding/register.asp or for questions, contact patti.southard@metrokc.gov. 

	
	· Other
· For the good of the order

1. Mary-Alyce Burleigh relayed a conversation with Roger Goodman from the 45th District.  Municipal Court issues are back under discussion.  Cities right to municipal courts, jurisdictions and judicial independence are important to the SCA cities.  David Hill, David Baker, Dave Hutchinson, Pete Lewis, Rosemarie Ives and others are interested if forming a work group.  
2. Rosemarie Ives is in her last year as Mayor of Redmond.  She serves on the board of the US Conference of Mayors and pointed out that a seat will open with her retirement.  Anyone wanting more information on the organization is welcome to contact her. 

3. Jim Pearman said the Governor signed the education bills in downtown Seattle today.  The Prosperity Partnership worked to encourage the use of unused capacity to fund high demand degrees.  This if a first big win for the Partnership.
4. Karen pointed out the next PIC meeting is on the third Wednesday (June 20).  This avoids a conflict with AWC’s June conference.

5. The Networking Dinner will be June 27th   Invitations will be sent to Fred Jarrett, Judy Clibborn and Mary Margaret Haugen to speak on a transportation panel.  .

6. October 17th Networking Dinner will feature Frank Chopp and the Director of the Department of Revenue on the implementation of SST.  Invite your legislators

	
	· Adjourn

Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm.  


Attachment 1 to the May 9, 2007 PIC Minutes

Roll Call –Public Issues Meeting May 9, 2007
	City
	Representative
	Alternate
	Other
	Staff

	Algona
	Dave Hill
	Lynda Osborn
	
	

	Auburn
	Pete Lewis
	Sue Singer
	
	Joe Welsh

	Beaux Arts
	
	
	
	

	Black Diamond
	
	
	
	

	Bothell
	Patrick Ewing
	Joshua Freed
	
	Manny Ocampo

	Burien
	Sally Nelson
	Lucy Krakowiak
	
	Lisa Clausen

	Carnation
	Laurie Clinton
	
	
	

	Clyde Hill
	George Martin
	
	
	

	Covington
	Jim Scott
	Bud Sizemore
	
	

	Des Moines
	Ed Pina
	Susan White
	
	

	Duvall
	Jeffrey Possinger
	Keith Breinholt
	
	

	Enumclaw
	John Wise
	
	
	

	Federal Way
	Linda Kochmar
	
	Jeanne Burbidge
	Iwen Wang

	Hunts Point
	
	
	
	

	Issaquah
	Ava Frisinger
	Eileen Barber
	
	

	Kenmore
	David Baker
	
	
	

	Kent
	Suzette Cooke
	Tim Clark
	
	Larry Blanchard
Cathy Mooney

	Kirkland
	Dave Asher
	Mary-Alyce Burleigh
	
	

	Lake Forest Pk
	Sandy Koppenol
	Dave Hutchinson
	
	

	Maple Valley
	Glenn Smith
	
	
	

	Medina
	
	
	
	

	Mercer Island
	Jim Pearman
	Bryan Cairns
	
	

	Milton
	Katrina Asay
	Mark Beaudry
	
	

	Newcastle
	Sonny Putter
	Jean Garber
	
	

	Normandy Pk
	Stuart Creighton
	George Hadley
	
	

	North Bend
	Ross Loudenback
	Jonathan Rosen
	
	

	Pacific
	Dawn Drury
	Nicole Hagestad
	
	

	Redmond
	Rosemarie Ives
	Nancy McCormick
	
	

	Renton
	Dan Clawson
	Kathy Keolker
	
	

	Sammamish
	Nancy Whitten
	Michelle Petitti
	Don Gerend
	

	SeaTac
	Ralph Shape
	Terry Anderson
	
	

	Shoreline
	Robert Ransom
	Rich Gustafson 
	
	Joyce Nichols

	Skykomish
	Henry Sladek
	
	
	

	Snoqualmie
	Jeff MacNichols
	Kingston Wall
	
	

	Tukwila
	Steve Mullet
	Pam Linder
	Pam Carter
	

	Woodinville
	Cathy VonWald
	Mike Roskind
	
	

	Yarrow Point
	
	
	
	

	SCA
	
	
	
	Karen Goroski

Alice Neiffer
Michael Hubner
Sabrina Kang


 Attachment 2 to the May 9, 2007 PIC Minutes 
Recap Transit Now

5 elements


RapidRide

High Ridership


Developing Areas
Access, Vanpool and rideshare

Partnership

Ordinance past by voters – November 2006

Service Partnerships

Purpose -- According to the Transit Now Ordinance, service partnership agreements are intended to:

· “leverage Metro’s service resources to increase overall transit resources;”

·  be located “where transit service investments will generate the most riders;”

·  “act as a tool…to meet growth targets and improve transit market share to support employee commuting; and

·  “target but not limit partnerships to designated urban, manufacturing, and industrial centers.”

Two Types of partnerships - Direct financial partnerships and Speed and reliability partnerships.  
Direct financial partnerships 

· public or private partner (or more than one partner) contributes one-third of the cost of new service on an existing Metro route or a new Metro route.

· King County pays the other two-thirds of fully allocated cost

Minimum Requirement of Partner

· $100k expansion of existing route, $200K new route 

· Five year commitment

Direct financial partnerships have priority 

Ordinance sets criteria for direct financial partnerships and evaluating all proposals for such partnerships.  

Speed and reliability partnerships

· 17 cities that contain core service connections in Metro’s system.

·  Commit to improve traffic operations so that buses move at least ten percent faster in both direction for 12 hours throughout the day

· In return, Metro would increase bus service in that city by 5000 hours per year.   

Implementation schedule

Metro is authorized to reserve 90,000 annual transit service hours funded by Transit Now through agreements with outside organizations.  

No more than half of any year’s new service hours can be from partnerships.   

The 90,000 hours are cumulative over a period of years; that is, each year a certain number partnership services can begin until the total share funded by Metro equals 90,000 hours in one year. 

King County Council could allocate 30,000 more annual hours in 2009.  

Estimated allocation 2007 through 2013

A tentative phasing of service partnership hours is shown in the table below, based on estimated revenue, availability of buses and other factors.   These hours would be in addition to other Transit Now service additions.  

Potential phasing of new Metro service hours added each year

	
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	Total

	Metro funds
	5,000
	23,000
	12,000
	35,000
	6,000
	5,000
	5,000
	90,000 hours

	Partner funds
	2,500
	11,500
	6,000
	17,500
	3,000
	2,500
	2,500
	45,000


The ordinance required Metro to develop Criteria – gave guidance

· Direct financial partnerships have priority over speed and reliability partnerships. 

· Priority give for circulation within and between urban centers 

· Investments in high-density, mixed use

· Establish minimum qualifying thresolds for housing and employment

· Support existing transit centers

Outreach process –

Questionnaire 2006

Meetings

Transportation Committee 

On May 7, 2007, the King County Council approved an ordinance that sets additional priorities for selecting from eligible direct service partnership proposals.  The Transit Now Service Partnership Criteria Ordinance ( Ordinance # ) lists eight criteria in order of priory:

Yes/NO

Direct financial partnerships

1) The partnership service will improve access to, from or between designated Urban and Manufacturing Centers as defined in Countywide Planning Policies LU-40 and LU-52;

2) The partnership service will improve service on the network of core service connections as defined in the KC Metro Transit Six-Year Transit Development Plan, Service Strategy S-3;

3) The partnership service by a public agency will improve access and circulation within designated Urban and Manufacturing Centers as defined in Countywide Planning Policies LU-40 and LU-52 or will provide service consistent with King County Metro Transit Six-Year Transit Development Plan, Service Strategy S-13.  A circulator or ride-free service partnership with a public agency also will provide service in a manner that supports enhancement of existing transit centers by providing frequent connections between a transit center and major destinations within the urban center;

4) The partnership service will improve other services that support the goals and objectives of the King County Metro Transit Six-Year Transit Development Plan;

5) The partner or partners will commit to continue the partnership for more than five years;

6) The partner or partners will agree to fund more than the minimum one-third share of the fully allocated service cost;

7) The partner or partners will commit to implementation of additional actions that are likely to increase ridership on the new services, such as:

a. conducting promotional activities;

b. providing incentives to employees and riders;

c. establishing limits on parking supply or price for single occupant vehicle parking within the area served by the new service;

d. implementing parking management to increase the attractiveness of transit and ridesharing;

e. taking other policy actions that support the new service; or

f. taking other actions that are likely to increase ridership on the new services; and

8) Projected ridership gain in annual boardings over the term of the agreement.

Speed and Reliability

The Transit Now Service Partnership Criteria Ordinance lists these four priorities:

1. The partner's capital investment or traffic operations change will create a transit speed and reliability benefit along a continuous RapidRide bus rapid transit corridor;

2. The partner will commit to additional traffic operations management actions that achieve transit priority in excess of the required projected ten percent travel time savings;

3. The improvements can be completed within five years; and

4. The partner will commit to provision of complementary actions that improve transit operations or ridership, such as:

a. implementing innovative transit signal phases and timing;

b. providing the infrastructure, preferably fiber, required to support communication between transit signal priority equipment in the field and from the field back to the applicable agency and to Metro;

c. adding curb space for transit terminal or layover;

d. establishing limits on parking supply or increasing prices for single occupant vehicle parking within the area served by the new service;

e. implementing parking management to increase the attractiveness of ridesharing;

f. implementing pass subsidy and promotional programs that achieve higher ridership; or

g. taking actions that improve the pedestrian environment.

Call for proposals – minimum 90 day open period
	Late May 

	KCM issues call for projects

	May-June

	Interested partners review requirements and criteria to see if their project concept might be eligible.

	June xx 

	Pre-proposal information meeting with Metro staff for all interested partners.

	By June x (30 days)

	Interested partners send letters of interest to KCM (sample attached)

	June – Sept.
	Prospective partners work with KCM to refine the idea, estimate costs and timing, and determine the best way to meet the needs.



	By Sept 30th
	If the project is viable, partner submits a full proposal to KCM (will we provide format??)



	October - November
	KCM will evaluate proposals against criteria and inform applicants of ability to proceed and when.



	Nov – Jan
	KCM will recommend partnership projects to KCC



	By Jan 31st 
	Finalize agreements for June ’08 partnerships



	If needed?
	Another call…


Attachment 3 to the May 9, 2007 PIC Minutes
ADD THE FOLLOWING NEW TEXT TO STRATEGIC PLAN

* * * * * *

Insert the following at the end of page 24 of the 2008-2013 Medic One / EMS Strategic Plan 
Regional Policy Committee Funding Option – 

25.4-cents per $1,000 AV with Multi-year Levy Lid Lift

The proposed Medic One / Emergency Medical Services 2008-2013 Strategic Plan is considered to be a “countywide plan or policy” which guides the planning and implementation of life-saving medical assistance to all residents of King County.   Medic One serves over 1.8 million people throughout King County and, on average, responds to a medical emergency in the region every three minutes.  Annually Medic One/EMS responds to over 162,000 calls for assistance in every city and in the unincorporated areas of King County.   The Regional Policy Committee has a significant role in the county’s legislative review and approval of the proposed Medic One Strategic Plan.

The current Medic One/EMS levy will expire on December 31, 2007.  To continue providing this vital service in 2008 and beyond, a new strategic plan, defining the roles, responsibilities and programs for the system, and a levy rate to fund these approved functions, needed to be crafted.   The Regional Policy Committee congratulates the fire and medical professionals across the region for their work over the past eighteen months developing their recommended Strategic Plan.

The Regional Policy Committee also endorses key service elements in the plan developed by the EMS Steering Committee and the various stakeholders, as contained in their recommended Strategic Plan, including:

1. Continued services from the 2002-2007 levy:  

· Funding existing (25 medic units) paramedic services at 100% to prevent cost shifting to providers;

· Maintaining the upgrades of paramedic units for Woodinville, North Bend, Vashon and Skykomish;

· Continued partial funding for BLS services (Fire Fighters/EMTs);

· Maintaining the Core Regional Services/Programs that support the Medic One/EMS system; and

· Continuing the Strategic Initiatives enacted from 2002-2007 shown to improve quality of service and manage growth and costs.
2. New services to meet expected demands in the 2008-2013 planning period:: 

· Funding for 3.0 additional medic units (projected: 1.0 in Seattle and 2.0 in King County);

· Additional BLS funding (BLS funding will still be a portion of overall BLS costs);

· Enhanced Dispatch programs to better manage Medic One/EMS service growth;

· Enhanced EMT education and training;

· Comprehensive Medical Quality Improvement program to strengthen medical oversight;

· Enhanced Injury Prevention program;

2. Partial support for all-hazards management preparation and mitigation for Medic One/EMS providers;

3. Enhanced data collection to track Medic One/EMS system demand and performance; and

4. A contingency (6.9% of expenditures) provided for paramedic service, BLS service and Regional Services to ensure financial stability in the event of changing economic forecast and unanticipated service needs.

5. Providing reasonable contingencies and flexibility to ensure financial stability in the face of unanticipated service needs.

Type of Levy:  While the Medic One/EMS system has historically been funded through a Medic One/EMS levy, one other potential option warrants regional consideration to support the system: a multi-year levy lid lift, which may include a “limit factor, or a specified index to be used for determining a limit factor, such as the consumer price index, which need not be the same for all years, by which the regular tax levy for the district may be increased in each of the subsequent consecutive years
” as an annual inflation adjustment.   This alternative is not subject to the validation requirements that a Medic One/ EMS levy is required to meet, such as securing a 40% voter turnout for the election or obtaining a super-majority (60%) approval vote for passage.    As a regular property tax, the Medic One/EMS levy is subject to the 1% growth limitation ratified by Initiative 747; a general fund multi-year lid lift is not.    The EMS Steering Committee recommended the use of the EMS levy
 process historically used in King County for funding the 2008-2013 Strategic Plan.   

In adopting the Medic One / Emergency Medical Services 2008-2013 Strategic Plan, the Regional Policy Committee also includes the multi-year levy lid lift as a feasible funding mechanism for Medic One, provided that each of several critical conditions is met:

1. Legally binding mechanisms are put in place to ensure the continuing multi-jurisdictional governance process and perpetuate the roles of the Steering Committee, Elected Officials committee, and Technical Advisory Committee in administration of the Medic One program.

2. The legislative bodies of cities with populations of 50,000 or more agree that a voter-approved levy is needed for continued funding of Medic One / EMS, and is consistent with the Strategic Plan.   Approval jurisdictions include Bellevue, Federal Way, Kent, Redmond
, Renton, Seattle, and Shoreline, and the King County Council.

3. Legally binding mechanisms are put in place to ensure that Medic One / Emergency Medical Services funds are not commingled with other county current expense funds, or diverted in any way for existing general county operating purposes.

4. County financial officials are able to clearly demonstrate that a multi-year levy lid lift will not cause funding compression for junior taxing districts, such as fire districts for the duration of the levy term.
Length of Levy:  The Regional Policy Committee favors a six-year levy for either an emergency medical care and service levy or a multi-year levy lid lift.  A six-year levy provides the best opportunity to ensure program continuity while allowing appropriate fiscal oversight.

Levy Rate:  The EMS Steering Committee recommended a levy of $0.30 per $1,000 AV, sought in accordance with RCW 84.52.069.  The Regional Policy Committee notes that a multi-year levy lid lift would have an effective rate of taxation of $0.254 per $1,000 AV effective in 2008, with annual adjustments with a limit factor of the CPI for medical care for the Seattle metropolitan area.  The Regional Policy Committee also notes that more recent estimates for assessed valuation have been calculated for the effective 2008-2013 planning period, which could further reduce the levy rate by approximately $0.005 per $1,000 AV.   The most recent assessed valuation information should be used in determining the levy rate for a Medic One ballot proposal.  The Regional Policy Committee amends the EMS Steering Committee recommendation to include a levy rate of up to $0.30 per $1,000 AV when an emergency medical care and service levy is authorized by voters; or a levy rate of up to $0.254 per $1,000 AV effective in 2008 (with a limit factor of medical care CPI for the Seattle metropolitan area).

Levy Ballot Timing:  A Medic One/EMS levy can be run at any election, and choosing when to put the levy before the voters is a crucial decision.  Competing ballot measures, the consequences of launching an all-mail-ballot election process, a revised primary election date, and modified processing regulations were all factors considered by the Elected Officials Committee.   The Regional Policy Committee supports a ballot strategy which would allow timely, multiple ballot attempts which provide sufficient opportunities for voter consideration of Medic One funding and which ensure program continuity of this critical life support program.

The following chart compares the key differences between the 2002-2007 levy and the levy options identified by the Regional Policy Committee: 
Significant Differences Between Levy Rates
	Option
	Funding Level *
	# of

New ALS units
	Pennies supporting BLS*
	Regional Services
	Strategic Initiatives
	Contingency Reserve

	2002-2007 Levy


	$.25
	3.5
	6
	Existing
	Existing
	None

	EMS Steering Committee Preferred Option
	$.30
	3.0
	7
	Existing, New Enhanced
	Existing and New
	Included

	RPC Optional Funding Option: Multi-year levy lid lift.
	$0.254
	3.0
	7
	Existing, New Enhanced
	Existing and New
	Flexibility provided by annual limit factor


*Funding level in pennies per $1,000 assessed value

Property Tax Capacity:
Questions have been raised whether a multi-year lid lift proposal for EMS would create tax capacity problems for fire districts.  The King County economist has determined that there is sufficient capacity for this proposal for the duration of a proposed levy between 2008-2013.    The taxing districts demonstrating the least flexibility includes an unincorporated area of Fire District 43 – also within Hospital District 1 -- which has $0.55 capacity in 2008, due to a 59 cent operating levy for the hospital that started in 2006.  However, Fire District 43 would not be directly impacted anyway, since the district has already reached their maximum taxing limit of $1.50 per $1,000 AV.     In 2007, for King County on average, there is $1.78 in capacity under the $5.90 limit.   About 93% of King County has $1.00 per $1,000 AV of available tax capacity (or more).   The county economist estimates the countywide fire district average of $0.68 per $1,000 AV.

Capacity under the $5.90 limit has grown substantially in the last six years, as Initiative 747 has held levy growth to a fraction of assessed value appreciation.  As a consequence, even if every fire district in the county were to receive voter approval to levy the maximum, it is not expected that any part of King County would come within 50 cents of the $5.90 limit in the next six years.

� RCW 84.55.050; Election to authorize increase in regular property tax levy — Limited propositions


� RCW 84.52.069; Emergency medical care and service levies


� The King County Demographer estimates that the City of Redmond will have more than 50,000 residents by the end of 2006.
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