[image: image2.png]



SCA Public Issues Committee Minutes
November 14, 2007 – 7:00PM Renton City Hall

Approved January 16, 2008

	
	· Welcome, Roll Call and Introduction of Guests
PIC Chair, Mary-Alyce Burleigh, called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.  23 cities were represented.  (Attachment 1 to these minutes)  Guests were welcomed and introduced.  Guests included Gary Long, Jay Covington of Renton, Jean Garber of Newcastle, and Don Davidson of Bellevue.   Cathy VonWald and Steve Mullet were thanked for their participation as their respective terms in office come to a close.

	MSP
	· Approval of Minutes
To approve the minutes of the October 10, 2007 PIC meeting.  

	
	· Debriefing on Study Session on King County Comprehensive Plan 2008 Update

King <County> staff Karen Wolf and <Paul Reitenbach> gave a brief update on the 2008 Update to the King County Comprehensive Plan.  They briefly explained where they are in the on-going four-year process. Highlights of the presentation included an overview of the emerging issues section.  Also, a simplified traffic concurrency methodology is proposed along with adjusted level of services standards in selected areas to facilitate concentrated development where desired. The plan acknowledges community business zones and tries to bring housing into commercial areas while giving rural towns more freedom of development. Climate change has been added as a new framework policy; <<King> <County>> is the first in the nation to incorporate climate change into its land use planning. County staff also reviewed the decision process for evaluating land use proposals in unincorporated areas near suburban cities. The comment period is open until December 28th and they encourage comments.

	MSP

	· Potential Action Items

1. Recommendations from the PIC Nominating Committee for SCA 2008 appointments to regional boards and committees
Katrina Asay served as the chair of the PIC Nominating Committee with Henry Sladek, Steve Mullet, Rich Gustafson and Mary-Alyce Burleigh.  She explained how process began with a call for nominations.  The committee then met to consider the results of the call.  The goal was to keep balanced representation when they could as well as consider attendance records for both members and alternates of those wishing to retain seats.  (Attachment 2 is the full list of recommended appointments.)  
To accept the slate as developed by the PIC Nominating Committee and recommend that the SCA Board of Directors adopt the proposed slate for  2008 appointments to regional boards and committees.
2. Subarea Boundaries
A motion to support a proposal to move Lake Forest Park from the West to the East Subarea was tabled at the October meeting of the PIC.  Dave Hutchinson spoke on how Lake Forest Park’s little issue got lost in the larger proposals regarding subarea boundaries.  With the understanding that asking for support would ultimately confuse the boundary issue even further, the motion was withdrawn.  Karen suggested that the SCA representatives to RTC add this to their work plan for 2008.  


	MSP
	· Presentations/Updates

1. Update on the Regional Housing Study Working Group
Michael Hubner gave an update on the conclusion of the work of the Prosperity Partnership Housing Affordability Work Group. A final report is due to be released in the coming weeks, with recommendations that include state legislative action to provide infrastructure dollars for and to incentivize affordable housing production and policies, along with advocacy at the local level of best practices. Both Michael Hubner and Eric Faison will continue to represent SCA on subcommittees to provide oversight for implementation of the housing strategy by the Prosperity Partnership
2. MSWMAC Update
Jean Garber reported on the following work items from MSWMAC:
· Key conclusions of the RW Beck report on incineration technologies (Attachment 3 to these minutes)

· Solid Waste Division presentation regarding topics to be addressed in the Comp Plan

· The governance report prepared by the Interjurisdictional Technical Staff Group which includes a suggestion that MSWMAC should replace the RPC as the Solid Waste Interlocal Forum because of higher jurisdictional representation.  

· Encouragement to increase the regular city representatives serving on MSWMAC.  18 of the 37 cities with solid waste interlocal agreements with King County are now participating.  Participation by more cities will be needed to address other governance issues, including possible changes to the ILA.
3. Charter Review Commission
Gary Long and Sonny Putter reported that the November 5th Regional Governance Subcommittee of the Charter Review Commission discussed what changes could be made within the Charter that affects regional committees.  They reiterated the importance of committees developing their own work plans.  They are monitoring the suggestion that the regional committees be removed from the Charter and be handled via ordinance.  The fear is that ordinances can be so easily changed.  Laws cannot be developed without the input of the regional committees and there is explicit city protection by having this defined in the Charter.  SCA has not supported this proposal
4. Update on Proposed Legislation on Climate Control and Land Use
Michael Hubner reported on a proposal by the environmental community (spearheaded by Futurewise) for state legislation to amend the Growth Management Act to address climate change. A summary of this proposal is attached (below). The proposal was the subject of a recent meeting between Futurewise, city lobbyists, and others, and is also under discussion at the AWC legislative committee. AWC has a number of significant concerns about the proposal, including cost issues (unfunded mandate), need for another topic area inserted into GMA, and appropriateness of making local governments accountable for greenhouse gas emissions throughout their communities. Comments from PIC members echoed these same concerns, suggesting a preference for opposing such legislation. Karen Goroski emphasized the importance of member cities communicating directly with AWC on this issue, both to provide AWC with information about what they are doing independently to deal with climate change locally and to convey their position on any state legislation proposed.
5. Reclaimed Water Update)
Steve Mullet reported that not much has happened, so there is nothing to report.
6. Health Care Worker Liability
Fred McConkey thanked Karen, Alice, Sabrina and Nancy Whitten for their work on the issue.  Much has been learned by pursuing the possibility of making changes to 2006 legislation regarding immunity from liability for registered emergency workers.  AWC will be asked for assistance.  Attachment 4 to these minutes details the work to date.  
To bring the issue of Heath Care Worker Liability back to PIC at the next meeting for possible action.

	
	· Reports

Executive Director’s Report. 

Karen explained the openings on the Board of Directors and the process for elections to a Board seat.  These elections will take place at the regional caucus meetings being held on December 5th (South and South Valley) and December 12 (North and Snoqualmie Valley).  
The Caucus Orientation is planned for January 9th at SeaTac City Hall.  From the discussions that take place, we develop the annual work plan for PIC.  Please note the January PIC meeting will be on the 16th.

Ava Frisinger, chair of the Education Committee announced that the Governor’s office has confirmed the March dinner meeting on the Governor’s calendar.

	MSP

MSP
	· Election of 2008 Chair and Vice-Chair of SCA Public Issues Committee
That Mary-Alyce Burleigh serves a second term as Chair of PIC in 2008.

That Linda Kochmar of Federal Way serves as the Vice-Chair of PIC in 2008.

	
	· Other
1. SCA Annual Membership Meeting and Networking Diner Nov 28, 2007

2. SCA Caucus Orientation – Wednesday, January 9, 2007 – SeaTac City Hall

3. Next PIC (Tentative January 16, 2008 7:00 PM, Small Cities at 6:00 pm

Potential agenda items for January PIC meeting will flow from the Caucus Orientation on January 9, 2008.

	
	· Adjourn

Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm.  


Attachment 1 to the November 14, 2007 PIC Minutes

Roll Call –Public Issues Meeting November 14, 2007
	City
	Representative
	Alternate
	Other
	Staff

	Algona
	Dave Hill
	Lynda Osborn
	
	

	Auburn
	Pete Lewis
	Sue Singer
	
	

	Beaux Arts
	
	
	
	

	Black Diamond
	
	
	
	

	Bothell
	Patrick Ewing
	Joshua Freed
	
	

	Burien
	Sally Nelson
	Lucy Krakowiak
	
	

	Carnation
	Laurie Clinton
	
	
	

	Clyde Hill
	George Martin
	Barre Seibert
	
	

	Covington
	Jim Scott
	Bud Sizemore
	
	

	Des Moines
	Ed Pina
	Susan White
	
	

	Duvall
	Jeffrey Possinger
	Keith Breinholt
	
	

	Enumclaw
	John Wise
	
	
	

	Federal Way
	Linda Kochmar
	Jeanne Burbidge
	
	

	Hunts Point
	Fred McConkey
	
	
	

	Issaquah
	Ava Frisinger
	Eileen Barber
	
	

	Kenmore
	David Baker
	
	
	

	Kent
	Suzette Cooke
	Tim Clark
	Debbie Raplee
	

	Kirkland
	Dave Asher
	Mary-Alyce Burleigh
	
	

	Lake Forest Pk
	Sandy Koppenol
	Dave Hutchinson
	
	

	Maple Valley
	Glenn Smith
	Laure Iddings
	
	

	Medina
	
	
	
	

	Mercer Island
	Jim Pearman
	Bryan Cairns
	
	

	Milton
	Katrina Asay
	Mark Beaudry
	
	

	Newcastle
	Sonny Putter
	Jean Garber
	
	

	Normandy Pk
	Stuart Creighton
	George Hadley
	
	

	North Bend
	Ross Loudenback
	Jonathan Rosen
	
	

	Pacific
	Nicole Hagestad
	Dawn Drury
	
	

	Redmond
	Rosemarie Ives
	Nancy McCormick
	
	

	Renton
	Dan Clawson
	Kathy Keolker
	
	

	Sammamish
	Nancy Whitten
	Michelle Petitti
	
	

	SeaTac
	Ralph Shape
	Terry Anderson
	
	

	Shoreline
	Robert Ransom
	Rich Gustafson 
	
	

	Skykomish
	Henry Sladek
	
	
	

	Snoqualmie
	Matt Larson
	Kingston Wall
	
	

	Tukwila
	Steve Mullet
	Pam Linder
	
	

	Woodinville
	Cathy VonWald
	
	
	

	Yarrow Point
	
	
	
	

	SCA
	
	
	
	Karen Goroski

Alice Neiffer

Michael Hubner




Cities attending and voting representatives are highlighted and bolded.
Others in attendance are bolded. 
Attachment 2 to the November 14, 2007 PIC Minutes
[image: image1.png]



SCA PIC Nominating Committee Recommendations

2008 Appointments to Regional Committees and Boards
METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY REGIONAL COMMITTEES

Regional Policy Committee - RPC
	
	
	Member
	City

	1
	N
	Sonny Putter
	Newcastle

	2
	S
	Pete Lewis
	Auburn

	3
	N
	Ava Frisinger
	Issaquah

	4
	SO V
	John Wise
	Enumclaw

	
	
	Alternates
	

	1
	N
	Richard Cole
	Redmond

	2
	S
	Ralph Shape
	SeaTac


Regional Water Quality Committee – RWQC

	
	
	Member
	City

	1
	S
	Dan Clawson
	Renton

	2
	S
	Bill Peloza
	Auburn

	3
	N
	Ron Hansen
	Shoreline

	4
	N
	Don Davidson
	Bellevue

	
	
	Alternates
	

	1
	N
	Donovan Tracey
	LFP

	2
	S
	Jim Haggerton
	Tukwila


Regional Transit Committee – RTC

	
	
	Member
	City

	1
	N
	Kathy Huckabay
	Sammamish

	2
	N
	Fred Butler
	Issaquah

	3
	S
	Noel Gerken
	Map Valley

	4
	S
	Ralph Shape
	SeaTac

	5
	S
	Jeanne Burbidge
	Federal Way

	6
	S
	Joan McGilton
	Burien

	7
	N
	Ed Sterner
	LFP

	8
	N
	Conrad Lee
	Bellevue

	
	
	Alternates
	

	1
	N
	David Baker
	Kenmore

	2
	N
	Chuck Price
	Woodinville

	3
	S
	Doug Osterman
	Normandy Park

	4
	S
	Marcie Palmer
	Renton


PUGET SOUND REGIONAL COUNCIL BOARDS
Puget Sound Regional Council Executive Board
	
	
	Member
	City

	1
	N
	Sonny Putter
	Newcastle

	2
	S
	Sue Singer
	Auburn

	3
	S
	Sally Nelson
	Burien

	4
	N
	Mary-Alyce Burleigh
	Kirkland

	5
	N
	Ron Hansen
	Shoreline

	
	
	Alternates
	

	1
	N
	Michele Petitti
	Sammamish

	2
	N
	Richard Cole
	Redmond

	3
	N
	Dwight Thompson
	LFP

	4
	SV
	Katrina Asay
	Milton

	5
	Sno
	Will Ibershoff
	Duvall 


Puget Sound Regional Council 
Growth Management Policy Board
	
	
	Member
	City

	1
	N
	Jean Garber
	Newcastle

	2
	S
	Tim Clark
	Kent

	
	
	Alternates
	

	1
	S
	Lynn Norman
	Auburn

	2
	N
	Nancy Whitten
	Sammamish


Puget Sound Regional Council 
Transportation Policy Board
	
	
	Member
	City

	1
	N
	Pat Ewing
	Bothell

	2
	S
	Jeanne Burbidge
	Federal Way

	
	
	Alternates
	

	1
	N
	Don Gerend
	Sammamish

	2
	S
	Sue Blazak
	Burien


Puget Sound Regional Council 
Economic Development District Policy Board 
	
	
	Member
	City

	1
	S
	Pete Lewis
	Auburn

	2
	N
	Jim Pearman
	Mercer Is.

	
	
	Alternates
	

	1
	S
	Jack Dovey
	Fed Way

	2
	N
	John Marchione
	Redmond


OTHER KING COUNTY COMMITTEES

Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC)
	
	
	Member
	City

	1
	S
	Lucy Krakowiak
	Burien

	2
	N
	Robert Sternoff
	Kirkland

	3
	N
	Jean Garber
	Newcastle

	4
	S
	Terri Briere
	Renton

	5
	S
	Eric Faison
	Federal Way

	6
	N
	Kimberly Allen
	Redmond

	
	
	Alternates
	

	1
	N
	Randy Eastwood
	Kenmore

	2
	N
	Mark Cross
	Sammamish

	3
	S
	Gene Fisher
	SeaTac

	4
	S
	Ron Harmon
	Kent


Regional Law Safety & Justice
	
	
	Member
	City

	1
	N
	Dave Asher
	Kirkland

	2
	S
	Suzette Cooke
	Kent

	3
	S
	Michael Park
	Fed Way

	4
	S
	Gene Fisher
	SeaTac

	5
	Sno
	Gerard Cattlin
	Duvall

	6
	N
	Ed Sterner
	LFP


King County Consortium Joint Recommendations 
Committee for CDGB (JRC)
	
	
	Member
	City

	1
	N
	Ava Frisinger 
	Issaquah

	2
	SV
	Howard Botts 
	Bl Diamond

	3
	S
	Terry Anderson 
	SeaTac

	4
	N
	David Baker
	Kenmore


King County Disability Board LEOFF 1
	
	
	Member
	City

	1
	SV
	Howard Botts
	Bl Diamond


COUNTY EXEC, STATE or OTHER APPOINTMENTS

Board of Health
	
	
	Member
	City

	1
	N
	David Hutchinson
	LFP

	2
	N
	Ava Frisinger
	Issaquah

	
	
	Alternates
	

	1
	S
	Dan Sherman
	Des Moines


Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) (3 year term)
	
	
	Member 
	City

	1
	N
	David Baker 
	Kenmore

	2
	S
	Joan McGilton
	Burien


Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC)
	
	
	Member
	City

	1
	N
	George Hadley
	Normandy Pk


REPRESENTATIVES - NOT APPOINTMENTS

enterpriseSeattle

	
	
	Member
	City

	1
	N
	Bob Sternoff
	Kirkland

	2
	S
	Suzette Cooke
	Kent

	3
	N
	Michele Petitti
	Sammamish

	4
	S
	Jack Dovey
	Federal Way

	5
	N
	Cindy Ryu
	Shoreline

	6
	S
	Denis Law
	Renton


Another “Call for Nominations” will go out shortly for: 

1 seat on the Local Hazardous Waste Management Program Coordinating Committee

2 seats on the King Conservation District Advisory Council (1seat for Snoqualmie Valley, 1 seat for South County)

4 seats for King County EMS Advisory Task Force

Attachment 3 to the Nov 14, 2007 PIC Minutes
KEY CONCLUSIONS OF R.W. BECK REPORT

1. The three feasible incineration technologies are estimated to cost more than waste export over the 20-year analysis period. The following cost estimates are for the 20-year period from 2016 (the assumed first year of closure of the Cedar Hills Landfill) to 2035.  Costs are expressed in net present value per ton in 2016, and take into consideration capital and operating costs, as well as energy revenues:  
Mass Burn Waste-to-Energy 



$42-58 per ton

Refuse-Derived Fuel (RDF) Waste-to-Energy

$59-74 per ton

Advanced Thermal Recycling*



$54-70 per ton

Waste Export





$43-47 per ton

*The German technology being promoted by the vendor WRSI
The higher per-ton cost of incineration technologies would be significant when multiplied by the estimated 1.2 million tons per year of solid waste requiring disposal by 2016.    

2. The incineration technologies would have somewhat higher greenhouse gas emissions than waste export to a landfill.  This conclusion disagrees with that of some other researchers who have found greenhouse gas emissions from incineration technologies to be similar to or less than those from landfills.  The R.W. Beck report explains that the difference in conclusions is caused by: 1) the greater landfill gas collection efficiency of the modern landfills considered in the report compared to the national average, and 2) the relatively low avoided emissions in Washington State compared with other states where a higher percentage of the electricity is generated from coal combustion.

3. Incineration technologies would compete with recycling as the recycling rate approaches 70 percent.  The R.W. Beck report concludes that King County’ recycling rate could increase to 60% with only a small impact on the energy production per ton of waste processed in an incinerator. However, as the recycling rate approaches 70%, there would be enough of an impact on energy production to affect decisions about the size and operation of the facility.  If the county were to commit to a certain size incinerator based on today’s recycling goals, it may limit the county’s ability to exceed those goals during the 40-year life of the facility, because certain materials may be required to be used for incinerator fuel rather than recycled. 

4. Incineration technologies have down time for scheduled and unscheduled maintenance on an annual basis.  Mass burn and advanced thermal recycling facilities would be expected to be down about 10 percent of the time or 36 days per year; while RDF facilities would be expected to be down about 13 percent of the time or 47 days per year.   

5. Conversion technologies require landfill capacity.  The R.W. Beck report indicates that landfill capacity would be needed for a) fly ash and bottom ash, which together represent about 25-30% by weight of the incoming waste, b) non-processible waste, which represents about 5-10% of the incoming waste by weight, depending on the technology; and c) waste brought to the facility when it is down for scheduled and unscheduled maintenance, which represents 10-13 % of the incoming waste by weight.  Taken together, landfill capacity would still be needed for 40-53% of the incoming waste by weight.  Bottom ash is recycled at some locations, but Washington State law requires all ash to be landfilled.  Fly ash potentially tests as a hazardous waste.
Attachment 4 to the November 14, 2007 PIC Minutes
A PROPOSAL TO EXPAND LIABILITY PROTECTION FOR MEDICAL VOLUNTEERS IN AN EMERGENCY/DISASTER

Hunts Point Mayor Fred McConkey

Earlier this year a new bill, HB 1073, was passed in the State Legislature to address concerns limiting emergency worker volunteer immunity. 

Hunts Point in its effort to recruit volunteer doctors in an emergency has found that HB 1073 and Good Samaritan Law, RCW 4.24.300 don’t go far enough to protect health professionals from lawsuits who are acting in good faith. Many retired doctors in my community are concerned they will be targets of lawsuits. 
Along with assistance from elected officials Nancy Whitten and George Hadley and the Washington State Medical Association (WSMA) I have come up with a proposal to beef up HB 1073 and the Good Samaritan Law in hopes of reassuring emergency medical workers. 
I would like the Suburban Cities Association Public Issues Committee to recommend the following to the SCA Board of Directors:

Amendments to 2 current laws: the Good Samaritan Law, RCW 4.24.300 and HB 1073. 

As these laws currently stand, health care providers who choose to become registered as emergency workers do not have immunity from tort liability for willful and wanton misconduct and gross negligence. 
1. I propose eliminating gross negligence from the immunity exception because this is a gray area. 

2. I would also increase the standard of proof from a simple preponderance of the evidence to clear, cogent and convincing evidence.
3. Also, licensed volunteer health professionals shall be indemnified by the state against any expenses (including attorneys fees and disbursements), judgments, fines and costs, actually and reasonably incurred in defending the action, suit or proceeding giving rise thereto. 
These three proposals will make it easier for cities and counties to recruit doctors and other emergency workers to volunteer in emergencies. 

Here is a synopsis of HB 1073 for your background:

A variety of statutes provide various forms of immunity or indemnity from liability for the actions of certain volunteers, government employees, so-called "Good Samaritans," and others. The state's Emergency Management Act (EMA) also provides immunity and

indemnity for emergency management workers.

The EMA is administered by the Military Department under the direction of the state's

Adjutant General. The EMA requires the state to accept liability for harm caused by acts

arising from good faith attempts to comply with the EMA. The state must also indemnify a worker who has been "appointed and regularly enrolled" as an emergency worker or who is an employee of the state or a local government. This indemnification covers both liability the worker may have incurred and injury or damage the worker may have suffered as a result of the worker's good faith compliance with the EMA. The indemnity does not cover acts of a worker that amount to willful misconduct, gross negligence, or bad faith.

In 2006 legislation was enacted that grants immunity from liability for the acts of registered volunteer emergency workers who are retired medical professionals. The immunity covers providing assistance or transportation during an emergency or during approved training. This immunity extends to:

• the volunteer medical worker;

• the volunteer's supervisor or employer;

• any health care facility;

• the owner of property where the volunteer acted;

• all governments; and

• any local entity that registered the volunteer.

The immunity covers acts of a medical volunteer that are:

• without compensation or the expectation of compensation;

• within the scope of the volunteer's duties; and

• under the direction of the volunteer's local registering agency.
Immunity does not extend to a volunteer's acts of gross negligence or willful or wanton

misconduct.

Summary:

The indemnity provisions of the EMA are expanded to cover explicitly liability incurred while traveling to or from an emergency or while engaged in or traveling to or from a search and rescue operation or training exercise. The state provides no indemnity for liability that might arise out of actions by a volunteer for which the volunteer himself or herself has immunity.

The volunteer immunity from liability provisions are expanded to cover all volunteer

emergency workers, not just medical volunteers. To be covered, a volunteer must be

registered with the Military Department or a local emergency management organization.

References in the immunity provision that are to medical personnel or facilities in particular are replaced with more general terms. For instance, "any" facility, not just a health care facility, is immune from liability for the negligence of a volunteer. The immunity provision is also expressly extended to cover search and rescue operations and authorized training exercises.
For more information contact:

Hunts Point Mayor Fred McConkey

Jackm@ci.hunts-point.wa.us
425-889-1180







S:\PUBLIC ISSUES COMMITTEE\Nov 14, 2007\Nov 14 PIC Minutes.doc
Page 2 of 8


